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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JAY HAAS 
Thursday, February 12, 2015  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Jay, thanks for joining us.  Just look back on the last year.  I 

know we talked a little bit earlier this year about your 2014 season and how 
everything kind of clicked for you with the long run of par or better, subpar rounds, 

winning at age 60.  You've played well this year again.  What's been the key for you if 

you look at things? 
 

JAY HAAS:  I guess there was no revelation for me a year and a half ago or so other 
than I didn't feel like I was playing as good as I was capable of playing.  I was a little 

frustrated in 2013.  I didn't have a terrible year but I felt like I was better than I was 

showing.  I worked a little bit harder maybe in the off-season in 2013-14 and just 
came out last year.  We all have certain keys that we work on and sometimes lucky 

enough to hit on that something that lasts more than a day or a week or two months 
or something.  A couple little swing thoughts that I've had have kind of stuck with me 

now for quite a while.  Driven the ball really well and that's kind of helped me.  My 
irons have been good.  Last year I chipped and putted very well.  I think I was No. 1 in 

sand saves and maybe 2 or 3 in putting, something like that.  So the combination of 

all the things that I did well just equated to a lot of good scores.   
 

I wasn't aware -- it's funny, somebody said you tied the record or you're one off the 
record of most consecutive par or better.  I really didn't know that.  I knew that I 

played awfully consistent and everything and I knew that I had shot over par early in 

the year, but I wasn't thinking in those terms.  Then I got kind of nervous about it, but 
then had a really good day to break the record and the next day I just was a basket 

case, I was terrible.  I'm glad it didn't happen the other way around.  I don't know, it's 
just I played good last week and excited about this year still.  Realize, I think, that the 

window of opportunity for me is closing rapidly, and at 61 now I need to take 
advantage of any opportunities that I do get, trying to enjoy each moment that I'm 

playing well. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Did you look at statistics after '13 and say this one area I really need 

to focus on? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Not really.  I think as golfers we know where our weak points are, 

whether it be poor driving, poor iron play, not great around the greens, putting.  I think 
we all, in our deepest darkest moments or whatever look into our souls and figure out 

you just don't drive it good anymore, something to that effect.  So you've got to work 
and find a different driver.  I've had the same shaft now for probably four years or so 

with my driver and I've had two different heads on it, but I just love this shaft that I 
have on my driver.  I tried others, tried to replace it and everything.  So I'm very 

comfortable with my set of clubs right now and I think that's as big as anything for me.  

I don't have a club that I'm not crazy about or playing around.  For a long time I 
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couldn't find a good 3-wood and I have one now since last year about this time.  So 

every one of my clubs I feel like I'm happy with it, so I think that's as big as anything. 
 

Q.  Jay, you said you worked harder in the off-season.  Did you do anything 
differently or did you go back to something that you hadn't done in a while? 

 

JAY HAAS:  No.  I think like I said earlier, we all try things and try to improve and get 
better and whatever it might be.  I just made a couple little adjustments basically in 

my takeaway, or my mind's eye in my takeaway.  My misses were always to the right, 
short and to the right, clubface was kind of open in technical terms, I guess.  I just 

tried to square up the clubface a little bit more and not be so open in my takeaway.  
My irons started to be a little more crisp and just one thing led to another.   

 

I can remember a shot last year at Boca a year ago last week and it was on the 17th 
hole, into the wind, left to right, a 5-iron shot.  The shot that I would have played nine 

out of 10 times seemed like would have been a high soft one into the right front 
bunker and I hit this beautiful 5-iron, held it into the wind, hit it about six feet.  I didn't 

make the putt, but it was a shot I felt like I needed to finish birdie-eagle to have a 

chance.  To hit that shot and give myself that opportunity, it just kind of stuck with me.  
I thought I'm working on the right things here and I'm going to stick with that.  So 

that's kind of, again, most of the time we get a tip or we work on something and it 
lasts a day or two days or a weekend hopefully, but to have something that kind of 

sticks with you the entire year.  Whenever I went out to play and practice, I work on 
the same things, I hit it pretty good and I go, well, I'm still doing the right things. 

 

Q.  Have you been in that situation that often where you're happy with every 
single club in your bag? 

 
JAY HAAS:  Not necessarily, but in this day and age there's no excuse for not having 

clubs that suit you because there are so many different options obviously with the 

adjustable heads now and all that.  But the shafts in my irons I changed about two 
years ago and just love these shafts that I've had.  Never tried them before.  KBS is 

the brand, they're a little bit of a softer, lighter shaft than I was using.  That's helped 
me I think in my iron game.  I think not often, I think as players we're always 

searching and tweaking, our 3-wood goes too high, it's not good off the tee, not good 
out of the fairway; our sand wedge is good out of the bunker, not good out of the 

fairway.  There's always some tweaking going on and this is as good as I've ever felt.  

And I'm a Titleist guy.  I don't have my hat on here, but I've got nothing but good 
things to say about my equipment right now. 

 
Q.  Is this a different year for you being the captain of the Presidents Cup?  
Does that cloud your schedule up? 

 
JAY HAAS:  It's going to be a little bit different, but so far I've managed to kind of 

separate the two.  When I'm playing, I'm not thinking so much about what I have to do 



TeeScripts.com 3 

Presidents Cup-wise.  But Jimmy Gabrielson is kind of my right-hand man from the 

PGA TOUR and he's been terrific, not bugging me during a tournament week, say, 
about some questions that he might have about the event.  I'm going to try to get out 

to about six or seven tournaments this year on the PGA TOUR.  I've already gone to 
the tournament in Phoenix, the Waste Management event.  I was there on Monday 

and Tuesday.  I just want to see a lot of these young players who are really playing 

well who look like they have great opportunities to make the team.  I don't want to 
come to August and go up to some of these guys and say, Hey I'm Jay Haas, by the 

way, nice to meet you.  I want them to be comfortable around me most of the year 
here.   

 
I met Brooks Koepka for the first time on the putting green at Phoenix on Tuesday 

and he ends up winning the tournament and he was on my list of guys.  To me, he's 

on a watch list because he's a heck of a player obviously and he was kind of -- to me, 
his star is on the rise.  Obviously if he keeps going, he's going to be on the team.  So 

just people like that I want to know.   
 

Harris English, I knew him a little bit but we had a nice conversation on the range 

there.  I texted him after last week and told him nice try and he looked great, all that 
stuff, good birdie on the last hole to get in the playoff.  I just want him to feel as 

comfortable as possible, so that requires me maybe spending a couple extra days 
here and there at tournaments.  But a lot of them Bill will be playing there so I can 

hang with him a little bit.  Might say, hey, would you mind playing a practice round, I 
want to watch this guy play, or something like that.  I walked around with Jordan 

Spieth and Justin Thomas at Phoenix.  I'm 61, they're 15 or whatever, 25 years old, 

so they don't know me and I want them to.  But to answer, the long-winded answer 
there, I don't feel like it's a burden or a hardship or hopefully it won't affect my 

schedule.  I'm going to play 21, 22 events this year and I'll have plenty of time to play.  
If I play well, it won't matter. 

 

Q.  Curtis said you had the perfect temperament to be the captain. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Well, I hope so. 
 

Q.  He was insinuating that you were even keeled, you don't go up and down. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Right.  Well, hopefully.  I'm very competitive.  The old duck, you don't 

see all that's going on underneath the water and everything.  I'm grinding and I get as 
upset and as fired up as anybody, but I try to remain even keel.  But that's a little bit 

my personality, too, I guess.  But I appreciate Curtis saying that.  Hopefully I can 
convey that to the team when they're over there.  It will be a challenge.  Obviously the 

international team's going to be a great team and we're going to be in another country 

and all that, but sometimes that can bring a group together, too.  Make them a little bit 
more easier to bond because it's just us.  Hopefully I can be a good influence on the 

team. 
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Q.  What do you think about the task force, even though that doesn't directly 
affect what you're doing?  Are you keeping your eye on it? 

 
JAY HAAS:  My only comment on that is I wouldn't have announced it.  Have a task 

force but it doesn't need to be -- who cares?  You know, why announce it?  But I do 

think it's important to have input from the players, past, future, captains, ex-captains, 
things like that.  So I think we've had a little bit of that on the Presidents Cup side.  It's 

a little bit more of an easier transition maybe in the PGA TOUR being it's our baby, 
you know.  The PGA of America, it's a little bit of a different story, I guess.  That 

would be my only -- not that that's a negative, but I'm glad that they're trying to get 
some input from the people who have their kind of finger on the pulse, so to speak.  

Phil is terrific, Tiger's terrific.  These guys have been great in the team rooms that I've 

been involved with, so to have them -- they've got a different insight maybe than 
some of the things they've noticed over the years.  Phil's been on, what, 10 straight 

teams, 10 straight Presidents Cup teams.  I think that he's maybe got a little bit more 
knowledge about it than some other guys that are doing it once every two years. 

 

Q.  Have you picked your assistants? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Freddie and Davis.  Yeah, Freddie, I just said I'll be giving the speeches 
here but nothing else is going to change.  And Davis, I asked him.  He said, I'm going 

one way or the other, meaning he wants to go as a player, but if he doesn't make it as 
a player, he's going as the assistant captain.  And there's a transition, I could see him 

being a future Presidents Cup captain.  He knows the players, he knows the drill and 

just being easy movement into that.  I could pick another person and I may by the end 
of the time, but I haven't really given it much thought now.  Maybe just see who's 

available and who may be down the line maybe in another two years, not next time 
but the time after that might be a good fit and everything.  Can't hurt. 

 

Q.  (Question about Bill Haas winning this year.)   
 

JAY HAAS:  We talked about it, somebody talked about it yesterday about Bill, the 
possibility of him being on the team.  I told him he needs to be in the Top 10, he 

doesn't need to be relying on a pick.  That would be terrific if he was.  Being the 
assistant the last two times when he's been on the team has been terrific.  Try to treat 

him just like another player, nothing more, nothing less.  I didn't avoid him because 

he's my son, I didn't go hang with him more than anybody else because he's my son.  
He's obviously a good player to be in that position.  Hopefully he'll be on the team and 

it will be pretty terrific.  Couldn't have dreamt something like that.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Jay. 
 


