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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LEE JANZEN 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Lee, thanks for joining us.  Obviously this is your first start here 

in the ACE Group Classic in Naples.  Maybe first off, have you played much golf in 
this area before? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Well, I don't know what much golf is, but I played the Shark Shootout 
a few times.  On occasion I came down, Rick Smith was working out of Tiburon for a 

while, so we came down.  And then I've come down and hung out with Rocco once or 
twice.  Played some junior golf down here, amateur golf. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What have been your impressions of the Champions Tour?  You 
started last year. 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Well, my first thought was actually do some impressions, but I'm not 

going to.  I have enjoyed it a lot.  Everybody out here basically other than maybe a 
couple of guys that I played with on the regular tour for many years, I try to explain to 

everybody that it's just like a big club, a fraternity and we get together every week and 

hang out.  Tee times are basically two hours every week in the same block, so we're 
going to see each other.  The competition's very good.  You have to play well if you're 

going to have a chance to win.  Short fields, though, that's good.  It's a more relaxed 
week.  Practice rounds and pro-ams are easier on us with the carts.  Walking, it's not 

hard to walk, but six or seven miles every day, just to have that little bit of rest from 

that I think is enough to help in the tournament for us.  The rough is not as deep as 
the regular tour.  The courses aren't quite as long.  The greens are just as fast.  But 

the opportunity to score is there, you just have to execute. 
 

Q.  You mentioned playing junior golf.  Was Terra cotta going on? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  No. 

 
Q.  Do you remember either Naples or Southwest Florida? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Well, junior golf we might not have gotten down this far.  I think Fort 

Myers or Venice maybe was as far as we got.  I do remember playing a club 

tournament in Naples, I don't remember the name of the course, though.  I was in 
college.  I remember I played the Florida Match Play and when I lost my whatever 

match, my home club was playing a match and they called and said, Can you come 
down tomorrow and play the course?  I really don't have any idea the name of the 

course. 
 

Q.  Did you seek out Rocco for any advice? 

 



TeeScripts.com 2 

LEE JANZEN:  Oh, here for the course? 

 
Q.  Well, or coming out on the Champions Tour. 
 
LEE JANZEN:  Well, quite a few guys.  Everybody wants to give advice whether I 

asked for it or not, and the advice was very similar, like be ready to play.  I certainly 

didn't show up the first day thinking now it will be easy.  I did not have that in my mind 
at all.  So that was not a surprise to see good scores.   

 
I guess the putting ability is, I think, very impressive because I think putting's the 

hardest thing to do under pressure and the guys still make putts when it matters 
winning tournaments.  I think there's a lot to be impressed by.  Bernhard Langer, 

obviously what he has done year after year.  And because there is the factor of age, 

you know, we all feel it.  I'm one of the youngest guys on tour and I know that it's a 
challenge every week to make sure I keep my body in a suitable place to play golf, 

getting my glutes activated and so on. 
 

Q.  Besides doing that, what did you do to get ready in that gap between -- 
 
LEE JANZEN:  Right, yeah.  My status on the regular tour wasn't what I wanted it to 

be, so I played eight tournaments last year on the regular tour and I played three 
Web.com events.  Just looking at my schedule and looking at the courses they were 

going to play, I just felt they fit in at a good spot.  I didn't want too big a gap between 
tournaments, but I also didn't want to play so much that I was tired when the year 

started.  So because when I did start, I played six out of eight weeks.  I think all of that 

went well as far as preparation.   
 

I think if I could go back, what I would do is probably play my home course at shorter 
yardage to shoot better scores even just in practice to get used to shooting better 

scores.  The regular tour is obviously harder conditions, so a good round out there 

could be 68 or 9 on a hard course and that just doesn't -- that's not going to win on 
the Champions Tour.  It's just a mindset of being used to shooting 66 every day, and I 

haven't shot enough of those in the last few years, so I've got to get used to shooting 
them again. 

 
Q.  Has it been hard to get used to the three-round stuff? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Right.  The first couple times, there's still a little bit of adjustment.  On 
Thursday when there's golf tournaments on TV, we're not playing yet.  We really just 

have to be ready at the first hole like any other week.  How -- I guess you can be just 
a tad more patient with a four-round tournament the first day, but an average day, the 

first day here you're going to be -- it's harder to make up ground. 

 
Q.  Do you know Paul Goydos and did you get a chance to see much of his 
weekend in Boca? 
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LEE JANZEN:  I did see that he won.  I saw him yesterday and I guess he's picked 
up a -- not feeling well, has a cold or something, which is not that unusual after 

winning a tournament because it's not just the physical drain but the mental drain and 
emotional drain.  You're up and then you come down, and so your immune system 

takes a break, too.  Which is another thing to marvel at Tiger with all the tournaments 

he's won that he stayed away from being stick. 
 

Q.  Are you surprised with what's happened with him now? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  I certainly won't ever count him out.  I guess it's a surprise, yeah, that 
he is having a struggle with his game.  I've watched him over the years and he can 

seemingly mimic anybody's swing, so to be able to change his swing, if anybody can 

do it, he can do it.  Seems like he could just go out with a brand new swing tomorrow 
and play with it.  He'll figure it out. 

 
Q.  How would you characterize your relationship with Rocco as the years have 
gone on? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Right.  Well, we've known each other since 1984, what's that?  That's 

a long time.  So college we met and we found out we had similar interests in music 
and other things, so we've been good friends for quite a while.  I've been looking 

forward to getting on the Champions Tour and a lot of it has do with being able to 
hang out with Rocco again. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Did you room with him at school? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  We didn't room at school, but every tournament we played in we were 
roommates on the road. 

 

Q.  How do you look back now on your Open victories, what they mean to you? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  Well, there's a level of play that I had to have played to win those and 
I don't know that it's always just technique.  My technique was way better then than it 

is now, but there was the mental side where I was able to focus more on every shot, 
which I would like to do more of.  I think it's natural for a golfer to look at his best days 

to see what he did right and copy it. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Lee. 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Thank you. 
 


