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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAUL GOYDOS 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Paul, thanks for joining us.  Congratulations, coming off a big 

win last week in Boca Raton.  Maybe just reflect a little bit on last week, winning by 
one shot.  Just how things went the last couple of days for you there. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Right, yeah.  Yeah, I had very little expectations going in.  I played 
two events in Hawaii, Sony and Hualalai.  Had moments of good, but many more 

moments of mediocre.  I got there and the golf course was very good, very good golf 
course and very good shape.  Set up the way I like golf courses set up, was very firm 

around the greens, a lot of chipping areas, things like that.  Felt very comfortable 

playing there.   
 

The first day it was one of those days where I turned -- probably turned 70 or 71 into 
66 just by having my short game being very, very good.  I talked a little bit about I had 

probably five or six up-and-downs that were 50/50s, they weren't like 90/20s and I got 
all of them up and down.  You flip a coin six times, it doesn't come up heads six times 

very often, but that's basically what I did the first day.   

 
So obviously that gets you off to a good start in a tournament, but it also kind of gets 

you into a good frame of mind that if I hit a bad shot or I do something silly or wrong 
or poor, you know, I've shown some ability to survive and escape and still make pars, 

which is in my opinion maybe allows you to be a little more comfortable playing.  

You're not quite so concerned, or maybe I'm very weak minded and everyone else 
thinks like that all the time.   

 
So the second day, after the first two holes I was a little bit shaky, but then got into a 

pretty comfortable rhythm, really played good tee to green.  Probably the best round 
of golf I've played on the Champions Tour tee to green on Saturday and probably 

turned 66 into 69, kind of the opposite.  But really played well, really felt good about 

my game going into Sunday.  Thought that if I continue to play like this and I make a 
couple putts, I should have a chance.   

 
And then Sunday and the wind had switched a little bit and the golf course in my 

opinion -- now, the scores may not reflect that, but I thought the golf course played 

much more difficult on Sunday than it did on Friday or Saturday.  The last group with 
Mr. Spittle and Mr. Pernice, we kind of were a little helter skelter starting out.  I read a 

stat that eight or nine different people had a share of the lead on Sunday.  Pernice 
had the lead, then he made a triple on the 3rd hole.  Spittle had the lead, he made 

had a 10 on the 6th hole.  I birdied the 6th hole, so I picked up six shots on Ron on 
one hole and I only beat him by like three for the tournament, three or four.  We were 

all struggling.  I bogeyed 7 after birding 6, didn't hit a very good shot on 8 but made 

par.  Then 9 I hit a very poor second shot and again we're all kind of -- if you've been 
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watching the last round only, your impression at this point is how did these three guys 

get in the last group?  We really were struggling.  It's just, again, it was tough to get 
any rhythm.  We had a lot of stoppages and whatnot.  The 9th hole I hit a poor 

second shot into a pretty tough spot and chipped in for birdie from really from 
nowhere.  From that point, that wasn't even a 50/50 ball, I would call that a 25/75 I'm 

not going to get it up and down.  There's probably a 20 percent chance there I make 

double, hit a bad shot and make double.  So to chip that one in, it was almost like that 
was the kind of calming for our whole group because we all played much better.  I 

can't say my shot helped Spittle or Pernice, but for me personally it calmed things 
down.  I shot 1-under.  I walked off the green, I said, hey, I really didn't play that great.  

I shot 1-under par in the last group on a golf course that I think is playing more difficult 
and I'm somewhere near the lead.  I might not have been leading but I was definitely 

within a shot or two maximum.  I know Coceres was going crazy.   

 
And then on the back nine I think we all played much better and I played pretty solidly 

for the most part.  I hit a couple of wayward iron shots and maybe one or two bad lag 
putts, but for the most part played pretty solidly, hung in there, hit some good chips, 

made a couple of key eight-footers and then played 18 exactly how I needed to play it 

concerning the situation. 
 

Q.  One of the things Lee Janzen mentioned here just a little while ago, in some 
ways he's not surprised you have a cold because he says you're not only 
physically into it but you mentally are giving a lot of effort.  Did you find 
afterwards that there was just this big release? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, definitely I was feeling the effects coming on early.  I was 
taking -- I had Vicks in my bag.  I still have Vicks in my bag because it started in my 

throat.  That was all week.  What I noticed is the adrenaline/whatever we're talking 
about here, once I finished -- the adrenaline lasts a couple hourly.  You're doing 

media, trophy, all this other stuff, and then we drove over here.  On that drive over 

here, I went from being -- I felt as bad as I felt.  My cold just exploded.  Monday was 
horrible.  So I think the adrenaline kind of kept it at bay a little bit without question.   

 
But Monday, I played a little bit yesterday but I definitely think that, one, the 

adrenaline keeps the cold from getting worse, but the alternate side effect too, 
though, is that when you're not feeling good, that takes -- to me they always say 

beware the hurt golfer, the sick player, the sick athlete not because you play better 

but your mind's a little more preoccupied with, hey, you're sick, just do the best you 
can.  You probably have a little better attitude when you're not feeling good.  A 

different perspective on outcomes, maybe you're less outcome and more process 
oriented.  Again, not saying you should get sick before you do anything important, but 

I don't think it hurt me any last week for sure. 

 
Q.  How does it feel to win the way you did? 
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PAUL GOYDOS:  You know, I look back, I've had five wins, maybe not a big in 

20-something years counting the Hogan Tour, and I would argue this one for me 
inside the ropes on that particular day was the hardest.  I felt at Bay Hill I really played 

good tee to green, especially on Saturday or Sunday.  It didn't matter what hole I 
played, the 1st hole, the 36th hole, the 72nd hole I hit it good and it was just a matter 

of whether I could do it or not.   

 
Sony was very similar, I played pretty solid all week.  I had the lead I think at 36 holes 

and was right around the lead the entire week and really felt good about my game.   
 

Pacific Links, I played around the lead the whole week.  Felt really good about my 
game, played good from the 1st hole to the 54th hole.   

 

This time on Sunday, especially on Sunday, I kind of lost control of my golf swing a 
little bit, at least with my irons.  And I look back mentally how I approached, say, 15, 

16 -- 14, 15, and 16.  I missed the green on 14 right, which is I'm sure Lanny said 
what a knucklehead for hitting it over there.  I wasn't trying to hit it over there.  I was 

actually trying to hit it left.   

 
Then 16 I hit a pretty good shot but then I hit a really bad putt, which I just mentally 

didn't hit a very good putt.  I wasn't prepared.  I was too quick, I couldn't slow myself 
down.  So be to be able to grind out the eight-footer on 14, grind out the eight-footer 

on 15 and grind out the up-and-down on 16, it just seemed like this one was a lot 
more work.  So to some extent there's a piece of me that's a little more proud I was 

able to kind of hang in there and really win with more spit and vinegar than 

necessarily being on top of my game.  Having said that, I drove it fantastic on 
Sunday, which is something I have to do to be successful.  Though on the inside I 

didn't feel that comfortable with the putter, I made a lot of big putts at a lot of key 
times and I hit a lot of good chips at a lot of key times.  Winning like that for me was 

pretty cool. 

 
Q.  Help me fill in the blanks on this but I understand in the last couple of days, 
two, three days ago, there was someone who recognized you not knowing how 
you did this past weekend, asked you how did things go, and you said 
something to the effect it was a long weekend? 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  At the hotel.  I'm sick as a dog.  We drove over here down Alligator 

Alley, a two-hour drive.  I got my luggage, I leave my clubs with my caddie Sunday 
night, so I have this big bag and I'm just sitting there.  The lady checking in's got to 

think, you know, the hospital's over there.  So I'm just sitting there, my eyes are 
watering, going like this.  I hand her my license and credit card and there's this guy 

standing there.  I'm wearing the same red pants and black shirt.  I don't remember 

verbatim what he said, but I guess his kid was playing in something on Monday to try 
to qualify for The First Tee thing that was here on Tuesday, so somehow that came 

up.  Yeah, great, okay.   
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He says something like, Looks like you were out hitting balls or something.  I said, No, 
I was playing over in Boca today, I just drove down.  He goes, Oh, okay, and that was 

the end of it.  He didn't really say anything.  I grabbed my key, I'm just trying to get up 
to my room so I can blow my nose.  So I sit down, and after you win Twitter's going 

crazy.  I don't do a lot of Twitter stuff but I do have a lot of followers, so I'm kind of 

going through my Twitter.  All of a sudden some kid tweets out, Hey, my dad just met 
Paul Goydos, he didn't even recognize you.  He tweets something out about the fact 

that his dad's a dope and that he just talked to this guy.  It was pretty funny.  So I 
retweeted it.  It was interesting.   

 
I mean, the kid obviously -- I mean, the guy -- in all due respect to the dad, maybe he 

didn't watch.  Why would he know?  He doesn't know who I am.  Maybe he didn't 

watch it on TV, he's with his kid.  I do think it's funny that, I mean, I wonder how the 
kid figured it out.  Maybe he said there's a guy there with red pants or something I 

don't know.  Yeah, the kid tweets, I think it was his son that tweeted it out.  Let me 
see if I can find it, it's pretty funny.  And I went, pretty clever kid there, I like that.  But 

that was like Sunday night or Monday morning he tweeted that out, I don't know.  

Yeah, so the guy asked me, no, I was playing in Boca, that's all I said. 
 

Q.  Have you always been this understated after a victory or were you just 
feeling so bad? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  People have asked me that a little bit before.  Not that I have a lot 

of experience in the victory department, but to me the real joy of winning doesn't start 

when I win, it finishes when I win.  Does that make sense.  Enjoyment to me is the 
competing.  Embrace the journey, yeah.  I don't necessarily -- the accolades and stuff 

are great for your ego, don't get me wrong, but to me the most enjoyment is the 
actual event itself, the competing itself.  I'm not as comfortable with the after part of it 

as much because reality is, hey, great playing, it was great playing, you know, blah 

blah blah.  But I think, there's just a piece of me when I see a player come up to me, 
like Lee Janzen, you mentioned Lee was in here.  He said, Great playing, great win.  

He's being genuine, but this is a guy who's won two U.S. Opens.  You know, when I 
get to that level maybe I'll enjoy it a little bit, I don't know.   

 
And I also, when I grew up, one of the things my mom talked about more than 

anything ever, what sticks in my mind is don't rest on your laurels.  A lot of young 

kids -- I'm not sure exactly what that means.  The point is, it's nice what you did 
yesterday, you need to work hard for today.  I've always kind of been that hey, yeah, 

it was nice to win, but Monday's the first week of ACE, not the time to celebrate last 
week in a sense.  Don't rest on your laurels because that's how you get yourself in 

trouble.   

 
I think that's part of the reason why I tend to not overdo celebrating winning because I 

know how hard the game is and I've been down near the bottom, too.  You know, you 



TeeScripts.com 5 

start thinking about how good you are, that's when you start scraping along the 

bottom again.  I've got a lot of work to do. 
 

Q.  Did you watch the Golf Channel Monday morning? 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I did not. 

 
Q.  They had a big discussion and they called you droll, D-R-O-L-L.  Charlie 
Rymer said you're going to have to define that for me, I have no idea what that 
is. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't know what that -- 

 

Q.  Do you embrace that? 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't know what droll means, either.  I think it means dry. 
 

Q.  Yeah.  It also can be a compliment, too.  
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't think it's -- yeah, I think it is a compliment.  I think it's just I 

would look at it at as perspective.  We play golf for a living.  We just had our embassy 
in Yemen breached and their vehicles and weapons.  I don't know if anybody heard it, 

sounds like we got out of there first.  That's the serious stuff.  I play golf for a living.   
 

I think golf -- I know it's probably bad for business, but I think we take this a little too 

serious at times.  I played with a Mark O'Meara, we talked about Tiger and his 
struggles.  I understand Tiger's, you know, made a lot of money and fame and fortune 

from being Tiger Woods, but it can't be that easy to be Tiger Woods.  If everybody 
shot I hit was scrutinized like Tiger Woods' shots, I'd be in a mental institution right 

now.  The kid's got to be stronger than anything alive, he has to be because there's 

no way you could deal with that.  But we're treating Tiger -- there's people dying.  
Look what's going on in the Middle East and we're worried about whether Tiger can 

chip it on a green to this point.  I get that it's something to be talked about in the golf 
circles and blah blah blah, but to the point we're treating Tiger -- it's ridiculous.  That's 

probably where the drollness comes from, I kind of find it a way of dealing with the 
absurdity of how important golf can be sometimes. 

 

Q.  One of the words that is used to describe that droll is whimsical? 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't think I'm whimsical.  I've never been in a Disney movie.  I 
don't think I'm a cartoon character.  I guarantee no one's ever used "whimsical" when 

it comes to me.  I would bet every dollar I've ever made.  Whimsical, that word 

association is not coming. 
 

Q.  Just going back to Tiger for a second, part of you sounds like you're really 
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not surprised maybe he is struggling because maybe --   
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't think it's really helping him any that he can't get away from 

constant criticism.  Now Tiger brings some of that on himself.  If you want to take the 
money and be the famous guy, I get that.  There's an easy way for Tiger to get away 

from the criticism and that's to not take the money and not play golf and not put 

himself in the spotlight.  I get that.  But I do think we're overdoing it to an unbelievable 
level and it seems like -- seems to me like we talk more about Tiger when he's 

playing poorly than when he's played well.  Look at what he accomplished, especially 
around 2000 but really what he accomplished whatever it is, the first 12 years of his 

career until he broke his leg and everything kind of went sideways.  He won the U.S. 
Open on a broken leg.  Other than Nicklaus, pretty close to unprecedented.  He didn't 

get this much coverage.   

 
We weren't dissecting everything he did good or bad.  Now it seems like, it just seems 

like it's even more now than when he was a dominant player.  Maybe I'm noticing it 
more, maybe it's not.  Seems to me to be again, I get that to a point.  If we're going to 

have a 24-hour channel that's dedicated only to golf, then I guess you're going to 

have to find to fill air with something.   
 

Jason Day really probably deserves a little bit of ink right now.  I think the J.B. Holmes 
story is so under-told it's ridiculous.  This guy had brain surgery and he came back 

and won at one of the best golf courses on tour against one of the better fields in 
Charlotte and then just lost in a playoff at Torrey Pines.  That story's not even being 

told and we're talking about Tiger's chipping.  Are you kidding me?  J.B. Holmes, what 

he's accomplished in the last 12, 15 months, again that's close to unprecedented.  No 
one even talks about it. 

 
Q.  What did you think of your TV experience?  I guess you were on Morning 
Drive? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I did Morning Drive a few times.  It's hard, it's just a hard job.  Fox 

is talking to me a little bit about U.S. Open stuff.  It's hard.  It's a skill that you have 
to -- it develops just like anything else.  I would say as you're seeing right now, the 

skill to be a good broadcaster is being concise and that's another word that's not used 
with me very much.  I tend to get there pretty well, but it tends to take me some time 

to get there.  But I have the luxury of doing that in this room.  You don't have that 

luxury on television.   
 

So I'm flattered by the people saying, hey, you'd be great at television, but it is a little 
bit -- I know people who are great at television.  I actually think Johnny Miller's very 

good.  Pretty much everybody I hear on television is really good.  They've hired 

Faxon and Fleschy.  I know Fleschy's very good.  I thought Faxon was very good at 
NBC.  You know, it's not an easy job and for someone to say -- I don't think I could 

walk in there and do it without a lot of help and coaching and whatnot.  The example I 
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use is if you go on news -- take Fox for example, the Bill O'Reilly show.  Bill O'Reilly, 

if you watch his show and he brings people on that disagree with him, which happens 
10 percent or 15 percent of the time, they get into an argument, he wins every time.  

He wins every single time because he can take a complex unbelievable issue and 
break it down to a 15-second sound byte when this guy hasn't figured out his thought 

yet.  It's not that Bill O'Reilly is necessarily right, he's better at the argument.  This 

person, if it was a PBS show that lasted an hour, it might be a pretty even fight, but 
since it's a 30-second snippet, he's better at it.   

 
All those guys who are on that show, the reason they make the other side look 
bad is not because they're smarter, it's because they're better at doing what 
they're trying to do, and TV golf is very similar to that.  You have to be good at 
making really concise points in 10 or 15 seconds about a pretty complex thing.  
The U.S. Open is even more complex.  Chambers Bay is really complex.  He's 
got to hit it over here, bounce over here, go here, do this, do that, boom, birdie. 
 
So it's a difficult job but I'm going to look into it a little bit.  But I enjoy playing, quite 

frankly, and I've gotten off to a good start out here.  My goal has always been to play 

golf and not necessarily do something else.  If you work hard and stay competitive 
and do the things you're supposed to do, playing until you're 60 is a real possibility.  I 

see no reason now to go away from doing that, that plan or goal. 
 

Q.  The other thing I was wondering is having been a school teacher before, do 
you feel like that gives you any interesting perspective? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, perspective's more about -- I think not necessarily about 
golf.  I think I've been pretty grounded.  My parents both worked, blue collar people.  

My dad was a 20-year Navy vet enlisted and worked at Long Beach State.  My mom 
was a nurse.  I'm a professional golfer.  I'm the youngest.  The middle brother is a 

surgeon, cancer doctor, wanted to be a doctor since he was five.  I wanted to play 

golf since I was 10, and my other brother is actually a numismatist, a rare coin buyer, 
dealer, collector.  He found a way to make that a job.  So you've got three people who 

knew exactly what they wanted to do in the family.  That's pretty good parenting from 
where I'm coming from, allowing them to kind of explore different avenues and figure 

out for themselves how to do that.  So I'm pretty grounded from my parents.   
 

It was an interesting perspective on just life in general.  I grew up in the middle class, 

I went to a reasonably nice high school and went to Long Beach State and blah blah 
blah.  I substitute taught a lot of inner city kids.  It's just hard.  I'm sorry, high school's 

harder in South Central L.A. than it is in East Long Beach.  Even though they're 
teaching the same thing, it's harder.   

 

People complain about affirmative action in college education.  A kid that gets a 3.5 in 
South Central L.A. probably is much harder than getting a 4.0 in a richer, nicer 

neighborhood.  It's harder.  You can't compare the two.  That's the thing I got out of it 
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more than anything is that these kids are pretty good solid kids in an unbelievably 

difficult environment.  And I don't think we do a good job -- I'm getting way off the 
track here, I don't think we do a good job in society of understanding that in the 

education system. 
 

Q.  Did your doctor or coin collector brothers call you Sunday or Monday? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Text, yeah. 

 
Q.  Do they understand what you did? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Oh, yeah, oh, yeah.  I spent Christmas -- my brother lives in New 

Jersey, we went up there for Christmas this year.  My other brother lives in my 

parents' house in Long Beach.  Yeah, absolutely, yeah, they know.  I mean, I don't 
think they fully get it, but this guy's hitting a little golf ball around, seems to be working 

25 weeks a year. 
 

Q.  They'll see your paycheck, they'll really like that.  
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Exactly.  But I would argue that I'm not real expert but my brother 

who's the rare coin is probably better at that than I am at what I do, I would say.  
Yeah, I don't know how you would measure it but he actually, you know, there's a 

thing in coins called varieties, meaning you have a quarter, a 1965, I don't know 
anything, but you have a 1965 quarter and they might accidentally stamp it twice or 

the D might be set off-centered for some reason on a certain batch, and he's found 

these varieties that nobody even knew existed.  That's pretty rare.  He's dedicated, 
does his research, just stares at coins for 10 straight hours.  

 
Q.  And they're worth a lot of money? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  They can be.  Depends how many there are, if there's only one.  If 
there's a million of them, no.  The Mint is not -- what I've learned is the Mint is not 

necessarily -- they make a lot of mistakes.  
 


