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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   PAUL GOYDOS 
Sunday, February 8, 2015 
 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I live in a world where, you know, when you have a chip like 

that when it's downhill, like if I had a putt to win a tournament, let's say -- let's restart 
that.  If I had a putt where I had a two-putt to win the tournament or a putt to win the 

tournament, I would almost rather have a downhill putt than an uphill putt because 

speed's the variable.  That's one less variable in a sense.  That chip, I first hit it and it 
took the first bounce, I thought it was going to stop short, quite frankly, and it rolled all 

the way down to the hole.  So in a sense I would much rather have been over the 
green chipping down the hill than in the front bunker or something like that.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Paul, congratulations.  Second win in eight starts on this tour 

and you're the fourth player to win this event in your first start here. 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  What a wonderful golf course. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Just talk about the day.  It was crazy with all the guys having a 

chance. 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I was in here yesterday and I made the comment that the 

weather's supposed to be a little bit better and I would expect the scores to be a little 
bit better and so maybe a bit of a shootout going on, and it ended up being a 

shootout, just not with great scores.   

 
The golf course played hard.  Today it played the hardest by far.  Part of it being hole 

locations and part of it being slightly different wind, which maybe discombobulated a 
little bit, and part of it, I think the greens got a little firmer and a little faster.  I had 

trouble with speed all week and I was -- I remember walking down the 9th fairway and 
I looked over at the scoreboard and they were showing the names -- not the 

leaderboard but each name and each person and it said Coceres was at 10-under par 

or something like that and he was on the 8th tee.  And I went, no, I'm in the last 
group, how can he be on the 8th tee?  It doesn't make sense.  Was he 10-under par 

playing the last hole?  That round is unfathomable he shot that score on this golf 
course.  I think Gene shot 67, I want to say.  The golf course I thought played much 

harder today, and maybe it was just I was not handling the situation very well.  But I 

thought the golf course, the greens were quicker, the hole locations were tougher.  It 
was a good -- I mean, beginning of the day I thought 12-under was going to win the 

tournament, but after playing about three or four holes I thought just kind of hang in 
there, make pars and see what happens. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, do you want to go through your card real quick?  
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PAUL GOYDOS:  No. 2, I didn't hit a great tee shot.  I hit it so good yesterday just 

about anything that happened today was going to be negative.  There was just no 
way to go from where I hit it yesterday.  Didn't make a good swing off the tee but kind 

of rolled down in that, you know, wood chip kind of whatever, that pine straw, 
whatever you call it.  Caught a good lie, hit a 9-iron out of there.  Got a little bit lucky, 

it hit right at the front of the green and rolled up literally six, eight inches from the hole.   

 
On No. 1 I hit a good tee shot and I hit a pretty good 4-wood right in the front of the 

green.  Rod had a little trouble left, he chipped it and he left it there and he had to 
take a drop from the drink twice and we stood there.  We had a little trouble 

rhythm-wise at the beginning of the round.  I had a little chip shot, I had 40 feet worth 
of green.  I hit a little chip with a wedge and I thought I pushed it a little bit and just 

kept rolling and I'm thinking it's got to break left.  It rolled all the way off the green, 

down the hill.  I was like what?  What was that?   
 

So now I'm down there like yesterday, you know, probably a harder shot now and got 
that up-and-down.  Then birdied 2.  I don't get that up-and-down, I don't birdie 2, who 

knows what happens.   

 
No. 4 I made a mess, hit a bad wedge shot.  That pin is crazy, don't want to hit it at 

the pin.  Made a bad swing with a wedge and went in the bunker, was dead.  I hit a 
good bunker shot to hit it 12 feet.  Didn't hit a very good putt.  Actually missed about a 

four-footer for birdie on the next hole.   
 

Again, on 3 Tom makes a triple.  We get to 6 and Rod makes a 10.  I'm standing 

there.  I make -- six shots on that hole.  It was like then we play the next hole.  I hit a 
good drive and a good layup and I pulled my 9-iron, again got a pretty good break, 

stopped pin high about 12, 15 feet.  I hit a good putt and it went in.  But I watched a 
guy chip in the lake, leave it, roll it back in the lake.  You get no rhythm in our group.  

The next hole hit a bad layup and then we had to wave him up.  It was just one of 

those things, we had no -- our last group I don't think had any rhythm.  It was just 
herky jerky I guess is the way I would put it. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Birdie at 9? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I three-putted 7.  That pin on 7, I felt if I hit the ball in the middle of 

the green, I felt like you could hit it in the lake there with a putt.  We were chipping 

there early and it was really quick back there.  Made a good par on 8.   
 

No. 9, we had those 50/50 balls we've been talking about and today again I was 
phenomenal today on those.  I hit a good tee shot but I hit a bad iron shot.  Struggling 

with my irons all day and pulled it left, which is just not good.  Again, one of those 

bump-and-run shots where I wouldn't even call it 50/50 ball, this is a 25/75 
up-and-down, 10 or 15 feet would have been pretty good.  Hit the chip, it landed 

where I wanted to.   
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I was talking, the golf course is in such good shape.  I guess these are new fairways 
from last year?  The golf course is in such good shape that I kind of knew how the 

thing was going to react.  I knew how the ball was going to react, it was pretty 
consistent all week so I had a pretty good idea.  I was bumping them all week, what 

was going to happen.  I hit this shot and it did everything I wanted it to do.  There was 

a little kick to the left, a little kick to the right.  So I rolled it toward the hole and I 
actually thought it was going to miss low.  I kind of turned to my caddie to give him the 

club because I was ecstatic it was going to be within five or six feet and all of a 
sudden it went in.  I didn't see it go in. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How far did you say? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  How far was the shot?  It would have gone six feet by.  I was 
probably, I had to be 45 feet, I would think.  I don't know.  I don't think of those shots 

in distance, but somewhere around there. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  You said you pulled a 9-iron?  

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  6-iron.  I hit it the right distance, I just hit it the wrong direction.  I 

like to hit it pin high but I don't need to hit it pin high 60 feet left of the hole or 
whatever it was. 

 
But that chip-in, I had really been struggling, didn't feel good, wasn't hitting it great.  I 

was just kind of getting through, I was just managing, just somehow hanging in there.  

But then that kind of was almost like kind of a calming effect.  You know, sometimes 
just good things happen and that's in a sense an omen, for lack of a better word.   

 
Then I started and hit a good tee shot on 10, a good iron shot and a decent putt and 

made par there.  And 11 I played okay.  It was playing harder into the wind, I couldn't 

get over the bunkers.  And then 12 I hit a good tee shot, probably hit the best iron 
shot at that point today with a wedge about 15 feet behind the hole, made that.  Best 

putt I hit today.  I really, you know, it was duct tape, glue, sawdust, I was throwing -- I 
was like Phil Niekro out there and I had the Vaseline and I had everything going out 

there just trying to find a way to get through the day.  I didn't have my best game.  
Again, I thought the golf course was playing hard.   

 

No. 13, I hit 3-wood and made par.  No. 14, another one of those little 50/50 
up-and-downs.  I had about probably six- or eight-footer for par there.  I was very 

proud of myself, it was one of those Bermuda putts that looks like it's going to break 
right but it's not, the grain was going left.  I hit a good putt straight and it went in.  I hit 

a terrible lag putt on 15, but somehow made an eight-footer there for two-putt.  No. 

16, made another very mediocre swing, there's just no faith at that point.  To be 
honest with you, if you're struggling, wind's going to expose you.  If it would have 

blown five miles an hour today, I probably would have hit the ball better, but wind 
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exposes how you're hitting it.  Came up a little short and it rolled back into the rough.  

Two days ago it rolled back into that rough and I had the worst lie I ever had in 
Bermudagrass I ever had in my life.  It rolled up against a wall of grass literally like 

this and I got it up and down, which is stunning.  This kind I caught a pretty good lie.  
Actually, if you look at that chip, I caught it pretty solid but it actually grabbed a little 

bit on the downslope and stopped about four feet, made that putt.  At that point I just 

made -- you know, I could have easily been three back the way I played those holes.  
I made the putts and I kind of did kind of just a little, hey, you know, you're capable of 

making a good swing, this wouldn't be a bad time to do that and hit a good -- 
 

Q.  What hole is this? 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No. 17.  I drove the ball reasonably well today and all week.  It 

really wasn't the driver, it was the iron play.  I hit a good tee shot and probably where 
you want to hit it right center and hit a 6-iron.  Probably as solid of a 6-iron I hit all 

week, fluid, you know, in the middle of the green.  Had a 25-footer down the hill and 
hit a good lag putt.   

 

At that point I thought -- I didn't know that Coceres was 11-under par, I only saw 
10-under pars.  So I went to the tee and we had a little wait there and got up on that 

tee shot and it's, you know, when the wind's blowing to the right, it's less comfortable 
than downwind.  But made a pretty good swing there, I was very happy with it.  It's a 

tee shot that might be a hair uncomfortable for me.  It's when you really need to hit a 
hook and that's not my strength off the tee.  Got it down the left side in pretty good 

shape and I'm walking, there's a scoreboard, I don't know, 200 yards off the tee or 

something like that.  I look over and I'm not even on top of the board because Sauers 
is 11-under par.  Where'd he come from?  I thought everybody was 10-under par, 

everybody was finished last time I looked.  But in a sense it was good that I didn't 
know that on the tee.  It would have made the tee shot much more difficult because I 

don't think that's an easy tee shot with the south wind.   

 
Caught a little bit of a downslope, which in a sense made up my mind about club.  

Probably could have hit 4-iron there but we hit 3-iron, a hybrid.  I have a 3-iron hybrid 
and hit the exact shot I was trying to hit.  Off the downslope I'm not going to hit it up in 

the air and stop it, that's not who I am.  I had a backstop back there a little bit and got 
it up against, got the drop.  Dropped it into not a great lie, but I'm trying to trundle it.  

I'm not trying to spin it or flop it, I'm just trying to get it going forward.  It was a lie that 

was pretty easy to hit, kind of a no-spin roller down there.  When I hit the shot, I hit it 
solid, no question.  I was very happy with it, but I thought it was going to be five feet 

short. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Lob wedge.  I thought it was going to be maybe five feet short.  I 

would say six feet from the hole I thought I might have made it.  It got down there to a 
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very comfortable distance, you know. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Six inches? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I've had four wins.  I think all four of my wins are by one shot and I 

think the total cumulative putt distance on those four putts is under a foot.  I would 

think under normal circumstances I would put that more 80/20.  It wasn't -- I thought 
over the green wasn't too bad.  Again, if you look back there, there's about a 12-foot 

shaved area.  If it would have been rough all the way to the green, the ball probably 
would have stopped.  I wouldn't have been -- then you're looking at a 50 -- but that 

little shaved area helped that a lot. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How far in inches? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Six inches.  So maybe 18 inches for like four winning putts total.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 

Q.  You mentioned earlier that kind of the big numbers with some of your 
playing partners kind of early on.  What was going through your mind when you 
were seeing that?  Were you thinking, all right, is it going to happen to me 
now? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I thought the golf course, we talked about it a little bit 

yesterday, it has some risk-reward here.  You can make big numbers here and you 

can get your ball into really bad places.  But in a sense I was going to say the 
opposite.  I think if you would have watched me -- if you maybe asked Billy Ray who 

followed us -- play say holes 7 through whatever, I think he would have said I was 
probably very conservative.  Nobody was doing anything other than Coceres.  I saw 

no reason to take on some of those crazy places because no one really was doing 

anything.  I'm either going to make a putt like I did on 12 for birdie or I'm not.  I just 
want to give myself opportunities.   

 
Like on 18 I'm standing there, I've got a little bit of a downhill lie.  I've got the 3-iron in 

my hand, it's a very comfortable club for me.  Again, it's a cliche but it's true, if you 
would have told me get it up there and have yourself a putt to win, a reasonable putt 

to win, I should be able to get it inside -- my third shot was inside 10 feet.  You've got 

a 10-footer to win the golf tournament, you would take that every week, I really do.  If 
you would have told me that on Friday morning I'll have a 10-footer on the last hole to 

win, I might not have played.  Just the way the hole -- the day unfolded, other than a 
few guys nobody really did anything because I think the golf course played very 

difficult. 

 
Q.  You played the PGA TOUR, this tour.  Have you ever seen a final round kind 
of start that way? 
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PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, we were definitely, you know, definitely out of rhythm and 
out of synch.  Just on the first hole, you know, Rod chunks a chip and I chip it over 

the green and you would have thought it was the Broken Arrow net best ball 
tournament, the first hole.  And then Tom didn't make a good swing on the par 3, Rod 

hit a couple of shots he would probably like to have back on the par 5.  What it does 

is it takes you out of the flow, you know, and we definitely were struggling with 
rhythm.  But then it got better.  After you got through 7, it got better.  Rod started 

playing a little better, Tom played better.  But again, I didn't really -- I wasn't in full 
control of the golf ball, quite frankly.  Like yesterday, yesterday it was unbelievable 

how good I hit it.  So I just didn't -- never got in a spot where I was really that 
comfortable taking a lot on.   

 

The wedge shot on 12, which I thought was a good yardage and felt pretty good over 
it, I did take that on but I really didn't see any reason.  You never want to short-side 

yourself on 14, the par 3 where I got it up and down.  I was aiming it almost at the left 
bunker.  I just didn't have any control of the golf ball.  I'm sure on TV they said, oh, 

he's dumb for hitting it over there.  I was bad for hitting it over there.  I wasn't trying to 

hit it over there, it was a bad shot.  On 16 I wasn't trying to hit it there, I just didn't 
make a good swing.  Sometimes they tend to say that's a dumb play when in reality 

it's a bad play. 
 

Q.  On 18, the 3-iron, your full intent to hit it over the -- 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, I would have liked not to and I thought there was some 

chance -- there's a pretty good slope behind, I saw no reason to hit it right because 
then you have a more difficult pitch.  I looked at that on my practice round.  I saw no 

reason not to be aggressive and hit it where I hit it.  There is a little bit of a backstop, 
but just the lie was a little bit of a downhill lie and it just -- all things considered, I was 

happy to hit it solid.  Trying to get that in the air could have brought all kinds of other 

problems, so I wasn't unhappy with where it went.  I flew it all the way to the hole 
almost.  I want to say we had 99 to cover the bunker and 06, 7 to the hole so I 

probably flew it 203.  But when I hit it over the air to get over the bunker, I'll take what 
I can get. 

 
Q.  Over 250 starts to win twice on the PGA TOUR and 12 starts you've already 
won twice out here.  I would think you're pretty comfortable out here. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, yeah, we'll see.  Yeah, statistics are a wonderful predicter of 

the past.  I think part of it's maturity.  Today, if today, if I would have been in the exact 
same situation, let's say I'm playing Colonial, which is a similar golf course to this, and 

I played the way I played today, I would not have won the golf tournament 10 years 

ago.  I wouldn't have had the intestinal fortitude and the grime and the grit to get 
through the round and hit it where I hit it and kind of stayed patient, stay in there and 

do those things.  I probably would have gotten impatient and started hitting at pins 
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and blah blah blah.  So part of it is just experience, I would say.  Out here the level of 

play, again look at the scores shot today.  The golf course played hard today and I'm 
very happy to shoot 3-under.  After a couple holes, I thought double digits was going 

to be pretty good. 
 

Q.  Talking to some of the guys who finished ahead of you like Fred Funk and 
Michael Allen, they had confidence that you were a good front-runner.  Do you 
consider yourself that way? 

 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I don't know how a guy can win twice and be a good front runner.  

That doesn't even make sense.  Again, I would say that's -- if you asked me that 
question when I'm 30 or 32 or 33, the answer would have been no.  I think this 

tournament I was in the lead after every round, or tied.  I've never done that.  In the 

PLAYERS I had the 54-hole lead and I think it was my first 54-hole -- so I went 15 
years on tour without having a 54-hole lead.  So I think it would be tough to tell a 

person who never led a tournament after three rounds that he's a good front runner.  
That seems a tad askew.   

 

But I'm more comfortable in that situation now and I felt pretty good about things.  
Again, it goes back to it's easy to win when you're playing well.  Like a basketball 

team, you guys compare the Miami Heat.  When the Heat are playing, they're going 
to win.  It's how you play when you're not playing well.  Today I struggled a lot but 

hung in there.  I had a lot of confidence in my short game and good things happened.  
And again, to be honest with you, the two shots on 17, considering how I played all 

those other holes prior to that, I was very happy with the two shots I hit on 17 and the 

two shots I hit on 18.  Maybe that means I'm a good front runner, I don't know. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Paul. 
 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Thank you. 
 


