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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JAY HAAS 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jay, I thought I would have you in because you had such a 

fantastic year last year with your 17th victory, 3rd on the Schwab Cup list, 3rd on the 
money list, just a solid year overall.  Just sort of talk about that.  You had the 

off-season to reflect on that, and then that coupled with Billy getting a nice start to his 

year. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Right. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  And you've got Presidents Cup captaincy later this fall.  So just 
sort of general comments about all that. 

 

JAY HAAS:  Sure.  Well, last year was very much a dream year.  I played 
consistently starting in January and throughout the whole year.  After the previous 

year, 2013, I would say wasn't a terrible year, but I didn't feel I played my best golf.  
Turning 59, 60, 61 now, I guess I feel like I'm probably not getting better, so last year 

was a little bit of a strange feeling, I guess.  Obviously I loved it as a golfer.  As a 

competitor, we always feel like we can do it week in and week out but it usually 
doesn't happen.  But to be consistent all year and then end up the year the way I did 

with a victory in Hickory and then almost got one at the Schwab Cup, it was a pretty 
satisfying year obviously.  I don't know what I'll do for an encore.  I didn't get started 

very well this year, so that's a little bit of a concern.  I didn't get to practice or play a 

whole lot in the off-season.  The weather hadn't been great at home.  I feel like just by 
turning another year older, I didn't feel like I lost anything, it's just a matter of coming 

out and doing it and working hard at it.   
 

And then Bill winning a couple weeks ago was amazing.  We practiced the week 
before out in Palm Springs at a place called Toscana and he was a little frustrated, I 

think.  His bad shots don't look as bad as my bad shots, so I was a little surprised that 

he wasn't feeling a little bit better about his game.  He obviously putted very well the 
first couple days and then just kind of hung in there.  To take a championship like 

that, as I was looking on my phone, I think at one time there were 16 guys within two 
shots of the lead at one time on Sunday.  To be that guy that jumped out and won the 

tournament I think made him feel pretty good.  It's hopefully the start of a great year 

for him.  With the Presidents Cup on the line, that jumped him into the Top 10.  It's a 
long way down the line, a lot can change from now until then.  We've got four major 

tournaments with double points and things like that.  The team will have quite a 
different look I would say in August than it does in January and February.  I was glad 

to see him have a chance there.  I think that would be a pretty dream for me to have 
him on the team, and hopefully he feels the same way. 
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You've probably gotten an early look at some of these young 

kids on the PGA TOUR, the Brooks Koepkas and Justin Thomases.  Do you pay 
attention to that even this early on?   

 
JAY HAAS:  I'm catching myself watching more golf on TV trying to see how they 

handle certain situations coming down the stretch and things like that.  Jane and I 

stopped in Phoenix on our way home from Hawaii and I spent half a day Monday and 
most of the day on Tuesday out at the course there.  I met Brooks and I met Justin 

Thomas and I hung around with Jordan Spieth.  I saw a few -- Harris English, Charley 
Hoffman -- guys that I really didn't get to spend a whole lot of time with in my time on 

the PGA TOUR, either they weren't out or they were younger and I just didn't get to 
know them that well.   

 

So that's kind of my goal this year is to get to about five or six events and see the 
guys and just be around them just so when and if they're on the team come 

September, that that's not the first time that they meet me.  I want them to feel 
comfortable around me and feel like I've watched them play for my own benefit 

certainly.  I had a great day and a half in Phoenix.  I'm glad I went, got a good start on 

meeting some of these younger guys and that certainly will be something that I pay 
attention to.  Got the Top 30 or so on my points list and I see that it changes, it's 

changing all the time.  Really can't get too excited about one player or group of 
players just yet, but it's good to see a lot of these young guys.  I love the young 

players.  I think more power to them and kind of play with no fear.  I wouldn't mind 
having a bunch of them on the team. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Allianz Championship this week, you tied for 5th here last year.  
You only got nine in today but they re-grassed the whole course.  Just talk about that. 

 
JAY HAAS:  It's funny, I played two or three holes today before I remembered that 

they had re-grassed it just because it looks so good.  It certainly has a little bit more of 

a cushion to it.  I think it will allow for me personally, I'm not a great hitter of irons off 
of real tight lies and everything, so I like a little bit more of a cushion, although I did 

manage to hit a couple fat irons today.  But the course is in magnificent shape.  It 
drained great from the rain we had this morning.  Probably, I don't know what I shot 

last year but what, 17-under won last year.  You know, it will probably be more of the 
same again this year.  Somebody's going to shoot low and they always do here, and 

make some putts.  The course is really in nice shape.  

 
Q.  You mentioned you got a chance to see some of the these younger guys 
now as you're looking towards the Presidents Cup.  What are your thoughts on 
the fact that these guys can just go out, Justin Thomas at 320-some yard 2-iron, 
watching stuff like that and seeing those numbers.  You've been playing this 
game so long.  What goes through your mind when you see something like 
that? 
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JAY HAAS:  Well, I've been a little warned I guess in the sense that I watched Bill 

play growing up and all that and watched a bunch of his buddies play.  So I get it that 
the ball goes way farther than it did when I was hitting it and that's fun to see though.  

Most of the time when a young player comes out, he's probably as long as he's going 
to be and then he gradually throttles back just a little bit.  He realizes maybe I should 

hit 3-wood off of this tee or a hybrid club or something like that and his driving 

distance average slowly goes back a little bit.   
 

But that being said, I love the fact that a guy like Brooks just doesn't seem to have 
any fear and kind of has that extra gear.  I love the drive he hit on 18 on Sunday.  He 

drove it right up that gap there where you would think a guy under pressure with a 
one-shot lead trying to win his first event he might bail, hit a 3-wood, hybrid, whatever.  

You know, I loved that drive he hit on the last hole.   

 
Then I walked around with Jordan Spieth and Justin Thomas on Tuesday and 

watched them play three holes.  Wow, for a kid 155 pounds whatever he is, he just 
launches this thing up at about 15 degrees with his driver and it just seemingly carries 

as long as he wants it to carry.  You know, that's what you want, I guess.  It's like if 

you were, you know, captain of a tennis team or something, you'd like the guy that 
can serve it 140 miles an hour.  He would be a pretty intimidating force to reckon with.   

 
Certainly experience is a huge key in team golf, but I can remember being a young 

player and being on my first team and thinking that I was going to go out and play 
well.  I wasn't so nervous that I couldn't draw it back.  So hopefully there will be some 

of these young guys on the team and they'll have that same attitude and not have any 

fear. 
 

Q.  I have a question about Bill.  Was he a good baseball player? 
 

JAY HAAS:  You know, he played some tee ball, but I think by the time he was 12, 

13, 14 he had kind of picked golf or basketball, so he didn't get into baseball at an 
early age.  But you're right, that was a hell of a shot, a much harder shot than it 

appeared.  He made it look very easy.  That's a fat shot, that's a chunk right here in 
the bunker next to me, a shank, toe hook in the water.  A lot could have gone wrong 

there.  I think the best thing he did was to not try to hit it too far, not try to hit it too 
hard because as soon as you try to hit that shot hard, that's when you screw up.   

 

I saw it on replay and he just took a little swing and just popped it down there.  He 
was just trying to hit it 50 or 60 yards, I think he got 80 out of it so just all he needed 

at that time.  Ever see the trick shot guy where he gets somebody out of the audience 
to hit it off the tee and every person whiffs it every time, you go right under it.  So for 

him to hit it that flush, to know that I guess, because you just don't have those shots 

very often.  Kind of like the water shot, how do you know how to hit that?  You don't 
practice that a whole lot.  Now he knows those two.  Hopefully next time he'll be down 

the fairway, on the green and get out of there.  Sometimes when you just have to 
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make a par, you just have to two-putt, that's all you have to do, those are some of the 

hardest shots and holes in golf. 
 

Q.  As far as your captaincy, do you think you'll play a full Champions 
schedule? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, I've looked and I think that I played 21 events last year and I 
probably will play about the same and I can still get to a lot of events on the PGA 

TOUR that I want to get to.  We're off now for a month after Naples, so I'm going to 
get to Doral, a tournament all my top guys will be there.  I have to check that, all "our" 

top guys, not "my" top guys.  All the top U.S. team will be there.  Then Augusta, I'll 
see the same thing, guys will be there.  PLAYERS Championship, I'm going to try to 

get there.  Then start picking and choosing as the events go on as I get some time.  

Most of the time I want to try to get there early in the week and get out of their hair.  I 
don't want to be hovering over them while they're working on their games and things 

like that.  I just want them to know that I'm interested and I'm not going to just show 
up and introduce myself on the first practice round in Korea. 

 

Q.  I've got to ask this, what are your thoughts on Tiger's chipping woes right 
now? 

 
JAY HAAS:  I think I can only speak for myself.  There have been times when I didn't 

feel like I was ever going to hit another good chip shot without just a perfect lie.  You 
know, it's hard to know what's going through his mind and different swing and things 

like that.  It's fairly shocking to see just because he is such a great player and you 

would think, yeah, hitting a 5-iron I can see you curve it one way or and another and 
kind of miscalculate that stuff, but you would feel like a putt or a chip shot is 

somewhat straightforward.  He's just lost his confidence a little bit it looks like and I 
think he'll fight through that.  We'll see. 

 

Q.  How tough is it sometimes to kind of get out of your own head, not 
overthink things?  When you're out there on the course, it's really just you out 
there.  You've got your caddie, but how tough can it be at times to just kind of 
get out of your own head and just do what you're so ingrained to do almost 
your whole life? 
 

JAY HAAS:  Well, it seems to me again in my personal experience that when I'm 

struggling with either bunker play or pitching or chipping, I always have a hard shot.  I 
never have any easy ones to kind of play my way into chipping and pitching good.  

You know, I can go through a stretch and make it 10 straight balls up and down out of 
the bunker.  Well, they were all kind of on the upslope and had 15 feet of green and it 

was easy and I made a nice putt.  You know, no big deal.  Then you go through a 

stretch where you're on the downslope, you're standing outside the bunker, it just is a 
cycle sort of.   
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So right now it's kind of a cycle for him, I think, that he's not getting these kind of -- 

maybe they look straightforward to everybody else, but he's got to carry them a little 
bit too far maybe, does he bump-and-run it, does he fly it.  Maybe he's got a tight lie.  

You just don't know.  He just needs to hit some good shots, like anybody, you hit 
good shots under pressure and the next time it's a little bit easier and the next time it's 

a little bit easier.  That's why winning breeds winning and for so long every time he 

got in the hunt, he knew he was going to do it, no big deal.  But he'll be fine and 
hopefully we'll laugh about it someday maybe and he'll laugh about it.  But it's very 

frustrating and it's embarrassing, and everybody's done it.  You hit a shot right here in 
front of you and wow.  The next one usually you pitch it up pretty good.  Why the hell 

didn't I do that the first time?  But the lie has a lot to do with it and the whole situation.  
He's probably not firing on all cylinders with his irons, either, so he's getting more and 

more pitch shots.  You know, it goes to the flag and he misses it 10 feet to the right 

when he needed to be right on the green and now he's got a tough chip.  It's not just 
the one thing, I don't think. 

 
Q.  Is he on your radar right now?  I know he's struggling. 
 

JAY HAAS:  Oh, absolutely, yeah.  It would be pretty hard not to have him on the 
watch list, for sure.  And then so much can change, like I said.  I mean, I fully expect 

him to play his way into the Top 10 and be where he has been for a long time.  But 
we'll see, we'll see what happens, but yeah, he's definitely on my radar. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Jay, thanks a lot.   
 


