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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Colin, World Golf Hall of Fame career and last year you got it 

done with two majors on the Champions Tour.  Maybe a couple opening thoughts.  
You've had some time to assess last year. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Indeed.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Sort of size up last year and then talk about your goals this 
year on the Champions Tour. 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  The goal is to redirect Langer to other sites on the tour so 

that he can spend a week or arrive late at sites so we can all have an opportunity of 

beating him.  That's one of the goals. 
 

I think, I mean looking back on last year, you have to think, okay, great success, two 
majors my first full year and finishing second in the Charles Schwab Cup was a thrill, 

mostly done through the majors.  I've found that the majors here counting double 

points are very, very important.  So the primary focus this year again is on doing well 
in the majors, the five majors that we have, and looking forward to playing in them.  

Also fortunately in the proper, the U.S. Open as well.  So I've got six majors to play in 
this year if I don't qualify for the British Open, which will make seven.  So I've got a lot 

of majors to play in.  But the five senior majors are most important, and I think we all 

feel the same, that trying to do as well in them as possible. 
 

Four rounds, they tend to be slightly tougher golf courses, slightly tougher setups that 
the four rounds, I'm still in that vein of four rounds.  I haven't quite got to terms with 

the three rounds.  It's more of a sprint.  You've got to get going quickly, and I'm 
sometimes behind coming into Saturday, Sunday too much.  I've got to get going.  

I've got to take more risks early on and that's never been my style of play.  I've got to 

take more risks on Friday than I usually do.  The majors allows me to play my normal 
game, which is a four-round based game.  The three-round events I've got to take 

more risks in.  I've never been that way and I've got to learn to do that.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Last year was your first full year around with all the golf 

courses.  Your assessment of the courses and especially this course here at Broken 
Sound. 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I think we've got a great setup, I really do.  I've said 

that since I've been on the Champions Tour.  It's the best tour of all worlds.  You talk 
about the PGA TOUR, the European tour, whatever, but this tour, people said I would 

enjoy it and they're not wrong.  This is a super place to play golf and it's a great 
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opportunity when you are 50 to start again, and that's what's happened to my career 

and I look forward to it.  I think you've got a great set of golf courses.  There's some 
super golf courses out there that we play.  It's nice now that I'm doing my full repeat.  

This is my second time here and I look forward to participating here.  I was 10th here 
last year and hopefully come here to do slightly better, but you never know.  Anything 

in the Top 10 here is a super result.  Anytime that you finish in the Top 10 out on this 

tour, you have played very well.  It just depends on whereabouts in that Top 10 you 
are.   

 
So going back to Langer's performance, playing 21 times and finishing 18 Top 10s is 

quite extraordinary performance.  I think I had about 12 or 13 Top 10s out of my 18, 
19 events, which I thought was quite good, but he was extraordinary and all credit to 

him.  So it's a matter of getting in that Top 10 and finding out whereabouts in that Top 

10 you are.  But that's the goal every week is to finish in the Top 10.  It used to be 
making the cut, didn't it?  Used to be the first goal of any week was to make the cut.  

Now that's gone, thank God, and now it's trying to finish in the Top 10. 
 

Q.  What aspects of your game are you better at right now than you ever have 
been in your career? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Interesting.  I think I'm actually putting better than I did on 
the European tour because, as I have witnessed over the years, the greens are more 

consistent here in America than they are in Europe.  We go from different countries, 
different climates, different grasses a lot more than we do over here.  I think the ability 

to hone a putting stroke here is easier.  So I think that my putting has improved.  

Technology has helped us all, there's no question.  I'm hitting the ball further now 
than I ever did just because of technology, ball and club.  And I do believe my irons 

are as good as they ever were and that was always my strength was my iron play.  
My distance control with my irons, I haven't lost that, which is key. 

 

Q.  Colin, how's your overall form right now and how many events will you play 
as opposed to working with Sky Sports? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, good.  I think there's 26 events, is that right this 

year?  I think I'm playing a couple more than I did last year.  I played 18 last year 
because I played out in Hawaii in the Mitsubishi Electric last week there, so that was 

added in.  I think I've got the one in China and Pebble Beach this year, so that's three.  

And I don't believe I'm playing in the Dick's, so that's two more.  I'm playing about 20 
out of 26, which will be classified as a full schedule, so I'm adding in two more.   

 
I am busy with the three majors that I do for Sky Sports, the three American majors, 

the Masters, U.S. Open and U.S. PGA.  And then I do a bit for NBC Golf Channel in 

the evenings after that.  We have a bit of a laugh with Brandel Chamblee and Frank 
Nobilo after that with Rich Lerner.  They've had enough by them.  It's about 

9:00 when I come on, so they've had enough.  It's lightheartedness when I come on.  
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So it's a busy time. 

 
Q.  How's your form right now? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I was just saying to Mark O'Meara there on the putting 

green, we were out third-last group in Hawaii and I think he was 7-under through 10 

and I was 6-under through 10 and we were leading.  Opportunity obviously leading to 
win.  Unfortunately, I threw in a couple of bogeys and finished 5th, he finished 2nd.  

So nothing wrong with the game at all.  The game's in fine shape and I look forward 
to playing these two events in Florida.  It's a great start to the year.  This is really the 

first full event of the year.  I look forward to start in earnest, and this course especially 
has changed.  I haven't played here yet, but it's changed its grasses from the 

Paspalum to the Celebration grass.  I don't know where the name Celebration comes 

from.  How do you call a grass Celebration?  Seems odd, doesn't it?  Paspalum 
seems like a grass, doesn't it?  Celebration doesn't seem like a grass.  I don't know 

where the hell that came from.  It's a Disney town, isn't it? 
 

Q.  (Explanation of name origination.)  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It's amazing how the names come out here.  I don't know.  

If anyone looks it up, let me know, please, because Celebration for a grass. 
 

Q.  Colin, you said this is your first event at this tournament.  Have you spent 
any time in Boca before?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I haven't really.  You see the car park here.  The parking 
lot, you call it, don't you?  We call it the car park.  It's a car park, isn't it?  You park 

your cars.  You're with me, aren't you?  Parking lot.   
 

Anyway, you see a lot of personal cars here this week, which suggests that 
players live around this area.  They're not hire cars and it is a very popular 
place.  I think there's less tax in Florida, is that right?  There's no state tax.  A 
lot of people live here.  The weather's great, the airport situation's good, so a 
lot of people live here.   
 
I haven't spent a lot of time in the Boca area at all.  Ft. Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, 

not at all.  I've never been to Jupiter or these places at all, never.  Naples I enjoyed 

last year, and here, and it's a nice place to be obviously.  Very busy this time of year 
because of all the snowbirds, is it you call them, that come down from Chicago and 

New York.  They're all a bit snowed in and they've had enough of that so they come 
down here.  And why not?  And you see in the satellite image driving up from Miami 

airport that the golf courses around here are everywhere.  You wouldn't know driving 

around, you wouldn't know there's a golf course on the right, nothing.  It's amazing 
how they're everywhere.  Golf in Florida is big, big business and it's a thrill that we 

can play twice here early season.  
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Q.  Where's home for you? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I live in Scotland, I live about three miles from the 
Gleneagles hotel where the Ryder Cup was.  I'm up in the middle.  If you put a pin in 

Scotland right in the middle of Scotland, I'm it.  So right in the bottom of the Highlands 

of Scotland and very close to Gleneagles hotel I am.  So I went back home from 
Hawaii and then back again.  So this is my commute to work.  That was an 8,000-mile 

commute.  This is half, this is only 4,000 miles. 
 

Q.  Are you thinking about getting an American base? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, our youngest is 14.  In fact, she's 15 today.  Amy, the 

4th of February.  Until she leaves school, until she finishes high school, at least until 
she's 18, it stops the mother -- as you probably know as parents, it stops the mother 

traveling with a child at school.  So it's pointless.  If I was having a week off, I would 
just go home.  If my wife could travel, if she was at university or something and she 

could travel more, then we might have a base, yes.  But until that stage, no.  I would 

just rather go back and forth.  So I'll be doing this for the next four years.  I'll get 
season tickets on British Airways to start the year.  I've almost used all my miles 

already.  So I go back after Naples and then come back again for -- flying to Phoenix 
for Tucson.  So it's back and forth.  I do a lot of Atlantic stuff, but that's the way it is.  I 

wish I could do my job at Gleneagles, but unfortunately there's no Champions Tour at 
Gleneagles.  And the competition here's fantastic.  This is why we do it, I think for the 

challenge of the competition.  The competition keeps us going and we're all 

competitive and we love it.  I love it, I really do.  Every time I've spoken about the 
Champions Tour, it's in a very positive sense.  It's a super place, super place to be 

and super place to work. 
 

Q.  How rewarding was last year, great play, winning two majors.  Have you 
taken the time to look back and think about it? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I have.  You know, the trophies are very prominent in 
the trophy cabinet there because I had a lot of runner-up trophies in there in majors 

and it's so nice to finally win in America, for one, in a 72-hole event.  I won a match 
play, it was the Anderson -- it wasn't Anderson Consulting.  What was it called?  It 

was Anderson Consulting, it was, wasn't it.  In '98 I won in Phoenix there at 

Grayhawk.  I never won a 72-hole event so it's thrilling to do that, especially playing 
with Langer.  To beat Tom Watson and Langer there coming up the stretch was a 

delight for me, and then to win in a playoff as well.  My playoff record's terrible.  I think 
1-9 I think I am in playoffs.  The only one I won was at Sun City against Ernie Els at 

Sun City.  And you don't beat Ernie Els in South Africa, so I think I had to rush very 

quickly to the airport and say I was somebody else.  Wore a big baseball cap, got out 
of there quickly before somebody realized who the hell I was.  So it's great to win in a 

playoff.  And that for Gene Sauers, obviously a playoff is a 50/50 coin toss really.  
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There's no favorites in a playoff either way.  I just happened to get the better of him, 

but it was just a survival there.  It was 100-something degrees, it was a survival to get 
around.   

 
But super to eventually win a PGA-run event and also a USGA-run event.  I've been 

trying for 24 years to do that and I've lost in playoffs in both -- in majors and it was 

great finally to win, yes.  Thrilling.  It's the classic case, you wait for a bus for 20-odd 
years and two come around the corner at the same time.  So it's great and I look 

forward to trying to defend them the best I can. 
 

Q.  Monty, have you any thoughts, reflections on the death of Dr. Charlie 
Sifford? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I haven't actually, no.  I'm sorry, I never met Charlie.  
Obviously a great ambassador for our game and somebody that Tiger obviously 

spoke very, very highly of in his lifetime.  Someone that we always have to feel -- Kel 
Nagle died there last week as well.  He was '94 Open champion.  You know, it's a 

shame when that happens.  But we have to look back and we have to thank them for 

the state of the game golf's in right now.  You know, without those real ambassadors 
to put forward what he did especially in his day, I think fantastic.  So I never met him, I 

never knew him, but we always look back and be very thankful for those people that 
put this game of golf and what it means in place. 

 
Q.  A fellow World Golf Hall of Famer.  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, he is indeed, he is indeed.  Yes, and quite right, too. 
 

Q.  You mentioned Tiger.  You have good perspective.  I'm curious just what 
your thoughts are what he was going through last week and kind of in general.  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, it just proves what confidence is in sport really.  If 
you aren't confident -- and obviously he's not, that's obvious -- that it's amazing what 

it can do for you, and vice versa.  How confident he was in his golden era.  He truly 
believed that he was going to win.  I can honestly -- if he was honest and said when 

he stands on the first tee at Phoenix, did he honestly believe he was going to win, I 
don't think we would have the same answer.  The confidence is gone.  To get that 

back, it's not easy.  I'm glad he's playing this week.  I think it's Torrey Pines this week, 

isn't it, and he's playing again.  He has a super record there.  He has a super record 
anywhere, goodness me.  It will be very interesting to see how he does this week.  

But the confidence is not there and you need it.  You need to be confident.  
Confidence, if you're not confident, you're halfway to failure and that's what it is.  You 

need to be confident and he's just lost his confidence completely.  Let's hope for the 

sake of the game of golf that he gets it back because golf with Tiger is a bigger, better 
stage.  It's a better theater with him involved.  That famous tournament last week, the 

Phoenix thing where they have all these people around, imagine if he was in 
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contention coming down the last few holes.  It was such a shame that Tiger and Phil 

missed out last week.  But it's all about confidence with Tiger and it's difficult to get it 
back.  He needs some 66s, 65s to get that confidence and he needs it pretty quickly, 

yeah.  
 

Q.  I got here late.  Did you talk about this course in particular? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, not particularly, no.  I just talked about the Florida 

courses, the two good courses next week as well.  TwinEagles is it called next week?  
That's a good golf course as well and so is this.  They spent a lot of money out here 

to change all the grasses.  I believe they changed it the week after we finished here 
last year to get it right for this year.  All credit to them.  The clubhouse has been 

renovated inside as well and I think they've done a great job and I look forward -- I 

haven't played the course yet.  I look forward to doing so tomorrow. 
 

Q.  You played last year?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I did indeed, yes.  I was 10th here last year. 

 
Q.  And just your thoughts about the old course, or the challenges? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  This one here?  Because there's only one Old Course.  

Forgive me.  The Old Course at Broken Sound, is that what we're -- thank you.   
 

This is a risk-reward type of course, especially hole 7 there.  You know, do you go for 

that, do you not go for it?  You know, the risk-reward situation.  There's a number of 
other holes coming in.  It's got a very good finish, 14 in.  The par 3 14, 15, 16, 17, 

good holes, and then the reward at the last hopefully.  But it's a good golf course.  But 
you know going out, you know it's going to be 16-under minimum.  You know that, 

which is 66, 66, 68.  This is what you've got to be doing.  If you start off with a 72, 

forget it.  You can forget it, you're not going to win from there.  You're going to have a 
decent performance probably if you score a couple of 66s, you can just about get in 

the Top 10 but you're not going to win.  So you need to get out of the gate quickly and 
you need to get going quickly and that's what I've got to learn how to do more 

consistently this year in a three-round event, get off to the 66 start, yeah.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Thanks very much. 
 


