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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Bernhard Langer joining us this afternoon.  Bernhard, 

obviously a home game for you, very familiar spot here.  You won here in dramatic 
fashion.  Coming off just an amazing year, you won five times on our tour and Player 

of the Year, Schwab Cup winner.  Just some thoughts about starting your year really 

in earnest at a place you know very well. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, it's one of my favorite tournaments of the year just 
because I get to stay home, and they do a great job here running the event and the 

course is challenging and good.  I've had a beautiful break.  Put the clubs away for 
three weeks, then practiced a little for the Father-Son and we won that.  Then put the 

clubs away again for two or three weeks, went skiing.   

 
Now since January 1st I've been practicing at it fairly hard again and looking forward 

to a new year, new season.  Played really good at Hawaii.  Made a 10 on the par 5, 
but the other 53 holes were really good.  Felt like the game is still in good shape and 

excited about the year.  It's great to be staying at home obviously.  Have the Bible 

study at our house Friday night, the Tour fellowship where everyone comes over.  I 
have lots of friends and family to support me out here over the weekend.  It's exciting, 

it's great. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I take it you've been around the course earlier in the week.  

They put some new grass out there. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Played a few holes last week.  I didn't get a chance to play 
yesterday, which is my normal practice day, because I was doing something else but I 

think it's definitely an improvement.  There's more grass there and it's better grass.  
You should have some better lies and it will get even better in the years to come, I 

think, once it's matured.  Greens looked good when I saw them a few days ago.  The 

whole course is really in good shape.  I think it will be a great test.  It's one of those 
courses where every green is pretty much elevated and if you miss the green or hit it 

on the edge, it just runs off, runs down, and makes the pitch that much harder to get it 
up and down.  To short-side yourself is not easy, so it pays off to hit a lot of greens 

here. 

 
Q.  When you had time over the holidays to reflect on how great a season last 
year was, what made you most proud? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, most proud is probably two things, the two major wins.  
Obviously winning the Senior British Open by 13 shots is an incredible feat.  That 

doesn't happen very often.  And then the consistency throughout the whole year, that 
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doesn't happen very often either.  To play, what did I play, 21 events or something 

like that. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  18 Top 10s. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  18 Top 10s and my worst finish was somewhere 20th or 

somewhere.  I'm not quite sure, you have to look it up.  But that's not easily done out 
here.  You have three rounds on a bunch of the tournaments.  If you have one bad 

round, you're most likely gone out of the Top 10 or even finish 40th or something.  
Just to be in contention literally almost every week and finish that high is very difficult. 

 
Q.  Anything you can attribute it to, any specific thing? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No.  Just I think throughout the whole bag, my game was 
just solid.  I looked at the statistics, I drove the ball well, I drove it long, I drove it 

straight, I hit more greens than anybody's ever hit in the game of golf since we're 
doing statistics on any tour.  Nobody's ever hit that many greens in regulation on any 

tour.  That obviously helps.  The putting was fairly solid.  At times it was really good 

and at other times it was decent.  There were only a few days when it was weak.  All 
together, I had the lowest scoring average of the year.  You add all that up and it 

becomes a fantastic year.  If you can hit a lot of greens in regulation and still be up 
there in putting somewhat and have the lowest scoring average, you're going to do 

well, you're going to win tournaments. 
 

Q.  I heard a story two years ago about the belly putter and at that time it was 
three years away.  Well, now it's less than one and I'm sure you're going to be 
asked about it all year.  Where are you in that? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I'm nowhere with it.  I'm going to continue the way things are 

for this period of time.  Our season ends on November 8th or something like that, so 

then I'll have the rest of November and December and the first two weeks in January 
to figure out what I'm going to do.  That gives me two months. 

 
Q.  You haven't experimented with anything else? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I've looked at a couple of things and I'm gathering 

information, I'm gathering different putters, but I haven't spent any amount of time.  

I'm playing competitive golf, I don't want to practice putting one way and then in 
competition I'm going back to the long putter.  That makes no sense, so no. 

 
Q.  You were kind of even then piqued about the whole idea of taking these 
putters out of casual amateur players' hands.  Are you still as upset as you 
were there? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I think it makes no sense, I'm sorry.  I haven't 



tee-scripts.com 
   

3 

changed my mind just because a year has gone by.  I've talked to a lot of people and 

I actually find very, very, very few who think this was a great change of the rules.  It's 
very simple.  As I said before, if it was an advantage, everybody would do it.  Now, 

why is there only 14 percent of the golfers using it, or whatever percentage it is.  We 
all use the big-headed driver, we all use hybrids, we all use the modern 3-woods, 

graphite shafts, modern ball because it's an advantage, it's better.  You'll be a better 

golfer.  If I give you all a long putter, you're not going to be a better golfer.  And you 
look on tour how many guys use the putter on tour, very few. 

 
Q.  Is last year as well as you putted ever in your career? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No. 

 

Q.  I think you were second.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  But I've won putting statistics when I was using the short 
putter.  I was the best putter on the European Tour and I've had really, really good 

years as a putter and I've had really, really bad years as a putter.  I've been 

everywhere from the low to the high to somewhere in between in my 40 years as a 
pro. 

 
Q.  You said you were considering walking away from the game if that is 
enforced in '16.  Is that still a thought?    
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really.  That was more out of you've got to know my 

sense of humor.  I love the game too much, so no, I'll find a way to putt.  I found a 
way before and I'll find another way again. 

 
Q.  When you have a year like you put together last year, now you come into a 
new season, is it just totally new or same goals to even have better if possible? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, we always set goals.  You have to set goals.  It's a 

process but you want to become better and I believe I can still get better.  I work with 
my coach and looking at every day I play, every tournament I play there's shots, 

there's putts, there's chips, there's things I could have done better.  So if I can just get 
a slight bit better with my technique or the way I think.  Obviously I wasn't thinking 

very good in Hawaii when I tried to hit that thing out of the lava rock and I played the 

price.  If I was thinking better, I would have been five shots better right now or that 
week.  So those are the things you just need to avoid and I can still improve my 

technique.  My putting technique, my chipping technique, even my long swing can be 
more consistent.  It's the unique thing about golf, that you can get better, because a 

lot of it is technique.  People always say, oh, the game is so mental.  It is mental, but I 

compare myself, let's say your handicap 18.  I don't know how good you guys are, 
just saying you're 18.  You have no chance to beat me.  If you're the best mental 18 in 

the world and I'm the worst pro thinker in the world, you still have no chance.  I'm 
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going to beat you out there, okay?  So mental is only important when you have two of 

the same competitors or similar competitors.  Then the guy that's mentally better is 
going to be the winner, but not if you have no technique.  That's my opinion and you 

can argue the other side if you would like. 
 

Q.  Is your approach at Augusta this year higher, your hopes that you could still 
(inaudible) to go the four rounds? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, four rounds is not an issue.  I can go eight rounds, it 
makes no difference.  It's a tough course to walk, but that's the least of my worries, to 

walk the golf course.  It's a very long golf course.  I don't know if you heard me, I hit 
3-wood, Bubba hit 7-iron.  That's the worry.  Second shot into No. 2, I'm hitting 6, 7, 

four clubs more than some of the longest hitters and that makes it that much harder to 

stuff the ball on the green and closer to the hole.  But I've had a different mindset the 
last two years and it worked great.  I'm going to have that same mindset again, that I 

want to be in contention.  I believe I'm a good enough player to be in contention at the 
Masters even as old as I am and as long as the golf course is.  When I play my best, I 

can still be in contention.  I'm not there to be just a number and to maybe hopefully 

make the cut.  I'm there to hopefully be in contention and to have a run at the green 
jacket. 

 
Q.  And does your British Senior Open get you in the Open Championship? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yes, it does. 

 

Q.  How do you feel, the same question again, I'm just -- the St. Andrews setup? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It sets up very much for the long hitter again, I'm afraid.  But 
as we know, for a guy like John Daly, if you can hit it long and left you're pretty safe at 

St. Andrews.  Can't hit it right.  But a long hitter can drive three of the par 4s, No. 18, 

No. 9 and 12 or 10, so they have a big advantage.  And they can reach the par 5s 
much easier than I can.  On the other hand, you know, if the wind blows you've still 

got to maneuver the ball, you've got to be creative, you need to have touch, you need 
to play smart.  I love St. Andrews.  This may be my last British Open in my career and 

to be playing at St. Andrews, it's a thrill.  So I'm going to be there and hopefully I will 
do well. 

 

Q.  Are you of the mind that St. Andrews, you could, you know, cut the 
(inaudible).  Do you think that with all with the new technical things, the clubs 
and the balls, could you see someone totally destroy the whole course with 
let's say a 59?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's possible because the guys are really, really good, but the 
course has defenses.  It's a very well designed golf course.  They can put the pins 

where it's very difficult to get near the hole unless you take huge chances and you've 
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got to be just playing amazing golf and making putts.  But as I said, par 5s are 

reachable for the long guys.  Three par 4s are probably reachable.  Hey, if somebody 
gets lucky and makes a hole-in-one on 18 or on No. 9 or makes a 2, you could make 

three eagles.  All of a sudden you're 6-under in three holes.  That only leaves another 
6-under on the other holes, or 7-under.  So it's possible but unlikely. 

 

Q.  And you'll defend your senior title at Sunningdale.  Did you play 
Sunningdale on the regular European Tour? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Many, many times, yeah. 

 
Q.  What's your opinion of Sunningdale? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I like Sunningdale.  It's a very traditional, old course.  I 
almost feel the new course is better than the old course, the other 18 they had.  But I 

played Sunningdale in a tournament called the British Car Auction when I was very 
young and I won the European Open there.  I don't know what year, maybe 1990 or 

something like that.  And I played the Hennessy Cup there, played a number of other 

events.  You know, I like that kind of turf.  It's sand, much like a links turf, even though 
it's not a links course, but it's got some tricky holes. 

 
Q.  Greg Norman got in the mix and Tom Watson came within a putt of winning.  
Can somebody nearing 60 win a major these days? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I believe so.  I think Tom Watson really should have won it.  

He hit good enough shots to win it.  I'm of the opinion that somebody will sooner or 
later, a senior maybe not 60 but somewhere in his 50s whatever age.  A senior player 

will win a major, whether it's the British Open or one of the others.  The tricky part is 
there's not too many of us are in those majors.  More so maybe a chance for the 

British Open on certain courses because when the wind blows and the fairways are 

narrow, you really have to shape your shots like a Tom Watson, tremendous wind 
player.  He can maneuver the ball left to right, right to left.  He's very creative.  That 

really would help us in a sense because there's not many seniors -- there's a couple.  
Fred Couples still hits it out there closely to what the young guys hit it distance-wise 

and that's why he does so well at the Masters. 
 

Q.  You're kind of the envy of your fellow competitors as far as your fitness 
levels.  How has your fitness regimen changed as you go from maybe your late 
40s to your early 50s now to your late 50s? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It hasn't changed much the last 10 or 15 years but it has 

changed insofar as I spend a little bit more time on my fitness and stretching.  When I 

was younger I worked out but different.  I was doing more cardio and now I'm pay 
more attention to other things.  I can't hit balls like I used to.  I could beat balls for 

four, five hours in a day, six hours.  I don't do that anymore.  I'm starting to ache and 
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hurt and it's no good, so got to pace yourself. 

 
Q.  Do you do a lot more stretching? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I do stretching.  I need it. 

 

Q.  Do you have a trainer? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, I just worked with a couple of guys here and there and I 
watch what other players do.  We have two fitness trucks traveling with us.  There's a 

trainer in there that can give you a program if you want it.  So I'll just keep my eyes 
and ears open and pay attention and do what I think works, and so far so good.  I 

mean, I've had my injuries, I've had my issues like many of us.  I'm not quite a Gary 

Player, but I enjoy working out.  I know I feel better when I do it and I think it's a better 
lifestyle.  I'm not just doing it for golf; I just think you feel better, have more energy, 

more focus. 
 

Q.  Do you drink no alcohol? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Very little. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Bernhard, thank you very much. 
 


