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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   NA YEON CHOI    
Saturday, January 31, 2015 
 
 

MODERATOR:  Na Yeon Choi back in the winner's circle here at the Coates Golf 

Championship presented by R+L Carriers.  How does it feel?  
 

NA YEON CHOI:  It's great.  I feel so cold right now but happy to have champagne on 
my body and so many friends was waiting for me on the 18th hole.  It wasn't easy to 

stay calm the last hole because I was so nervous out there.  I was waiting for long this 
moment, but finally eventually I got this moment and I'm so happy.  Especially my 

mom's here.  Always when my mom's in Florida for tournament, I think I have great 

results.  So I would like thank for my mom in supporting all this week and all the 
friends.   

 
And my caddie.  He helped me so much.  He's still keeping caddie on PGA TOUR 

because he just starting caddie job San Francisco last year.  But he helped me so 

much and he's a good player, so we work very well and we have great results and I 
really thank to my caddie. 

 
Q.  Can you walk us through the full range of emotions that you went through 
from 15 to 18.  
 

NA YEON CHOI:  I hit it a little miss for a tee shot on 15, but still I have a good result 

so I was a little smile after shot.  And then I didn't expect that she was going to make 
that crazy left-right putt, but she made it and I think I got some -- my heart starting fast 

and I felt that.  But I hit it very well the first putt and I just missed the one par putt.  I 
think through four rounds, I think that's the only one I missed the putt out there for 

short putt.   

 
So I tried to be really calm and stay in the moment because if I keep thinking the past 

hole, then I can't play the next hole.  But 16 and 17 starting yesterday, I kept pulled 
the left side but both the hole today and yesterday I made a great par save there.  So 

I think I got some momentum from 16 and then that's why I could make a par on 17 
after bad shot from the tee shot. 

 

Q.  You talk about the last couple years.  Had you lost a little bit of confidence?  
That seems to be sort of the general opinion of why you're not up there fighting 
for No. 1 with everybody right at this moment. 
 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, I think I had a lot of stress from the results.  Even if I finish 

Top 10 or Top 5, not many people says, You did a good job.  I think, I don't know, like 
someone says like even if I finish runner up, like you're a loser.  I mean, that kind of 

hurts me a lot and I think -- I know this sport is always cheering all the winners, but 
there's so many tournaments left and we still learning from the mistake.  And I'm still 
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like 27, so I don't think I'm that old.  I'm still got to reach my goals.   

 
So not many people gave me confidence, that's why I think I can give myself some 

confidence.  So it was a little hard time.  And I say I was waiting for long time for this 
moment.  Actually, I thought I'm going to crying if I win a tournament, but when I got 

champagne, I felt good so I tried to hold it.  And my mom was crying and I wish my 

dad and whole my team being in here together because I want to share with all my 
team.  Last two years they supported me and helped me a lot.  Especially actually all 

the fans in Korea, they always trust me and supporting me and cheering for me, so 
that helped me a lot from all the fans. 

 
Q.  Most of us in the room were there that day, the first CME Group in Orlando, 
when you were one of those four sitting on that stand and the winner of that 
tournament was going to be No. 1.  Does that seem like a million years ago now 
or was it yesterday? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  For me it's like long time ago for me.  Yeah, I worked with Jason at 

the time and my mom was there and I mean, if I had tried to remember at the 

moment, it feels like still like very short time ago.  But I've been through a lot of 
happens between that moment and here, so I want to give some compliments, you 

know, to myself. 
 

Q.  Before we let you go, I just wanted to get your thoughts on a 17-year-old 
being ranked No. 1 in the world and what that means about the game and her as 
a player.  
 
NA YEON CHOI:  You mean Lydia?  I think we're all like on fire, especially front nine.  

Lydia started two birdies in a row.  That gave me a lot of pressure for me and for Ha 
Na for sure.  And then I started to birdie like third, fourth, fifth, and then Ha Na the 

same way.  I really glad playing with them.  Ha Na is a rookie and Lydia is 17, a 

teenager, but I tried to be the veteran in that group.  I got most of the experience than 
the other two players so I tried to be really calm and being champion.   

 
And my caddie helped me a lot for when we walking to the next ball, we talking a lot.  

They're both so friendly.  They asked me a lot of questions.  We talking a lot.  I was 
very comfortable play with them.  I mean, even I got lot of pressure from the other two 

players, but I really enjoyed it, the moment. 

 
Q.  You said before that there was a lot of pressure on you.  Even if you 
finished second, that you lost, you're a loser.  Who on earth would say such a 
horrible thing and who then was in your corner as you were fighting your way 
back? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, not just one person.  Even like very close like say family or 

friends, like media in Korea or sponsor.  I know they have lot of expectation from me 
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because they think I'm a good player, so they always want being champion and win a 

tournament.  But this is golf and there's like more than 30 tournaments a year.  And 
still last year I missed the cut twice, but that was the most I have last like seven years 

and they think I got like slump.  I finished like 13 money list and that was the worst 
results last seven, eight years and no one says, like, Na Yeon did a good job.   

 

So I know they're realistic is they want better results or always win a tournament, but 
like from being in this chair, I wish I can tell them, you know, even I finish runner-up, 

there is still like more than 140 players behind me.  We still learning from my 
mistakes, and if for the next time if I make a success, then I learn so many things 

from the mistakes.  So I hopefully all the people like understand how they are working 
hard even they have better results. 

 

Q.  Who was with you the whole time?  Who was standing there with you 
supporting you and being with you throughout? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  Most time is like family and my coach.  I never really changed in 

my coach.  He told me even he improve a lot from teaching me, so we always been 

together and being team.  I learn so much from them and they always like gave me 
some belief, you can do it, you are a champion.  So just being champ, we did some 

patience.  But they said I'm being more like very sensitive with everything, 
results-wise or like whatever, like technical-wise or attitude-wise, so I try to being like 

(indiscernible) and being mature. 
 

Q.  Just two quick questions.  Did you quit reading stuff in the press and 
comments?  Is there like a time you just shut everything out so you didn't have 
to hear that stuff? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I tried to stop reading all the interview things or media things in 

Korean website.  Just like never search or go to the sports media things, because 

when I go there I know like they always have to go like make people watch that.  But 
sometimes I think I got like hurt from when I reading that stuff.  So I tried to -- I 

actually was thinking cell phone changed to a 2G so I can't check all my email, I can't 
check any Internet. 

 
Q.  You did that? 

 

NA YEON CHOI:  No, I didn't. 
 

Q.  Thinking about it? 
 

NA YEON CHOI:  Yeah, yeah. 

 
Q.  And the second question, it's very rare for Lydia Ko to have a big misstep.  
What were you thinking on 17 when she was going through her struggles and 



tee-scripts.com 
  4 

the opportunity that that gave you? 

 
NA YEON CHOI:  I mean, I couldn't think about her situation.  I know she hit not a 

great shot from the bunker and her ball was behind tree.  But still, I have to playing 
my game because I'm still behind than her and then still I have to play more than one 

hole.  So my caddie kept just saying, like do you want something to eat or do you 

want something to drink?  I just tried thinking not really watching her and just tried to 
focus my game.  

 
MODERATOR:  Anything else for Na Yeon?  Thank you for the time.  

Congratulations.  
 

NA YEON CHOI:  Thank you. 
 
 
 


