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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO    
Saturday, January 31, 2015 
 
(Contains both Quick Quote and Media Center Interview) 
 
 
QUICK QUOTE  
 
LYDIA KO:  I hit the ball very well the first two days and I made a lot of good putts.  

And then I had a really good ball striking day yesterday and that's when I played the 

best.  I felt like I hit the ball good.  I was a little loose in that fairway bunker, so just 
went straight right and I didn't have that many options.  My goal was just to try to get 

out of that hole with a bogey but it was a hard double.  Things like that happen.  
There's a lot of things for me to learn.  Na Yeon played great all day.  She had been 

putting well.  She hit the ball close to the pin so it was fun.  I think it was really fun for 
the spectators, too, seeing how the leaderboard was going and how someone was up 

and someone's down.  I think that made this I think season opener very exciting. 

 
Q.  There would be a lot of 17-year-olds who would just be devastated right 
now.  You seem to be taking it in stride.   
 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, I still shot under par.  You know, like my putt on 15, is it?  That 

definitely wasn't a putt that deserved to go in because I know I rammed in and it might 
have been off the green.  But that's why I think things like this all balance it out.  

There were obviously the bads, like the 17th hole today, but then there were a lot of 
goods, too.  It is a little disappointing, but what can I do? 

 
Q.  You're still walking out of here with a pretty serious distinction even though 
you don't have a trophy and the first place check.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  Youngest player by four years to reach No. 1 is something they'll be talking 
about probably longer than who won or who lost today. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it's amazing.  I didn't know that, I didn't really know what I needed 

to do to get in that position.  All I was focused was try and play my best out here 
today.  So it's a huge honor to be in that ranking.  I'm just going to just focus on my 

golf, not think about the rankings.  The rankings, like I said, it always comes after the 

results.  I'm just going to focus the next week, concentrate on a whole new week and 
I think that's all I can really do. 

 
Q.  You've been a pro for like a year and a half.  You couldn't possibly have 
envisioned you could come this far this fast, wildest dream this type of thing to 
be No. 1 at this age? 
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LYDIA KO:  I really didn't know like -- I mean, it was my goal to one day become 
world No. 1, but right now I didn't expect that.  Everything sometimes just hits me by 

surprise.  Like double on 17, that hit me by surprise, and a lot of good things.  I don't 
know, next week, who knows, it might change.  Like I said, I'm just going to focus on 

just every week. 

 
Q.  What was your lie like on the chip shot on 18? 

 
LYDIA KO:  It was kind of a downhill lie.  It wasn't too bad.  I wouldn't blame 

everything on the lie.  It was a slightly downhill lie and there was a little bit of grass 
behind it.  I think I was just so eager, knowing that I needed to come off that hole with 

a birdie to at least have a chance to have a playoff.  I think I just kind of lifted up on it 

and I guess that was the wrong move. 
 

Q.  You made that 60-footer on 15 and Na Yeon might have blinked a little bit.  It 
looked like the momentum completely changed there.  
 

LYDIA KO:  That's why it's a strange game.  I didn't expect to hole that putt.  I said 
okay, you've got to make a really good two-putt here just to have a chance.  I thought 

she would make that birdie.  That pin position, it was hard.  I did my AimPoint and I 
held five fingers up.  That's a lot of slope.  Anywhere next to the pin, unless it's a 

tap-in, it's a hard putt.  That's the thing about this course, there are so many slopy 
little areas that it's tough to putt. 

 

Q.  Lydia, the two little hooks on 8, and then the 7-iron was actually pulled a 
little left, but in the end was there a compensation going on at all because you 
did hit a couple shots right coming in.  Tell us what was happening with your 
swing. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Like my miss is like both right, left, it's done because of one like same 
reason.  There's not two things that creates two different shots.  It's just me hitting my 

club being a little late compared to my body.  It creates both shots left and right.  In a 
way that's not good because I would rather my miss to go one way.  But to be in that 

position like yesterday, I just said, just be aggressive about it and that's kind of the 
place I want to be.  I always want to swing aggressively, not try and get out of it.  So I 

think I'm in a good position.  I think there's obviously a lot to work on.  It's a good start 

to the season. 
 

Q.  What was the lie and the situation in the fairway bunker.  Was it a hybrid 
shot that hit the tree on the right side?  Yardage, club, what went right, what 
went wrong?  
 
LYDIA KO:  It was 166 to the pin.  The lie was totally fine.  That's where my miss 

came.  That driver, my club was a little behind compared to my body so that's why I 
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leaked right.  And then the same shot, especially the fairway bunkers, you've really 

got to hit the ball perfectly and that time I was late again so it caught behind and hit 
the sand and then the face just opened and that's where it just went right. 

 
Q.  Hybrid? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it was my 5-hybrid.    
 

Q.  So you obviously lost the tournament but you became No. 1 in the world.  
Will you celebrate tonight?  It seems to be something you would celebrate.  
 
LYDIA KO:  I don't know, I'm not really sure.  I'm just excited that we can actually 

drive home tonight.  We can drive home.  It's really cool to have a Saturday finish.  

And then for the Bahamas to start on Thursday, we have an extra day, some rest.  It's 
going to be good.  I was more focusing on this tournament itself, but I got a great 

outcome at the end of the day, too.  So there's definitely something to celebrate. 
 

Q.  Will you watch the Super Bowl?  That's why you're finishing on Saturday.   
 
LYDIA KO:  I know.  Definitely the commissioner will want to watch the Super Bowl, 

too.  I don't really know much about football. 
 

Q.  So that's a no? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  It's kind of like rugby. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Like rugby? 

 

Q.  Rugby with better uniforms.  
 

LYDIA KO:  Rugby I watch because when I did the Turn Pro video, I did it with one of 
the All Blacks guys, so I would watch rugby.  But because I don't know any of the 

rules or anything for football, it's hard to kind of understand. 
 

Q.  The commercials are good.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, and a lot of partying tomorrow. 
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MEDIA CENTER INTERVIEW:   
  
 

MODERATOR:  I'm here with Lydia Ko in the media center, tied for second today, the 
new No. 1 player in the world according to projections.  How does that sound?    

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, today I was just focused on hitting good shots and making 
good putts, so I really didn't know what I needed to do to become world No. 1.  So 

yeah, I just tried my best out there.  So there's obviously a loss, but at the same time 
there was a positive, too.  It's a huge honor to have my name next to that No. 1. 

 
Q.  Lydia, there seemed to be a lot of emotional swings out there on all sides 
except for you.  You seemed to be about as nonplussed as anybody could 
possibly be during all of those highs and lows.  You make a 60-footer, you 
make a double, down the stretch you hit one in the bunker, and you just 
seemed like you were playing a club match.  Can you tell me what were you 
feeling during that whole stretch? 

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, it's tough.  Na Yeon was playing great, great all day, and so 
were the other players.  I just tried to focus on my game, that's what I can do really.  

Obviously I really didn't expect that putt to go in on 15, is it?  Yeah, I was just off the 
green and when I hit it it was going in there really firm.  So when I made that putt I 

kind of had goosebumps going all over me.  I guess that kind of just balances it out 
with a couple loose shots on 17.  I holed a lot of good putts today and the last couple 

days, so I really think just everything just balanced it out.  Obviously there were some 

angry emotions, too, but what can I do? 
 

Q.  Can you walk us through what happened there on 17? 
 

LYDIA KO:  My club was a little behind compared to my body and I just hit it a little 

right, and then I hit my second shot right also.  Then I was just under the tree where I 
didn't really have a clear visual to go for the green for three.  I had to lay up, and I 

said okay, just try and make up-and-down and get out of there with bogey.  But my 
next shot wasn't so good, either, and then I was in the rough and that wasn't so good.  

But then I made a really good putt and that kind of gave me a little opportunity to 
hopefully, if I made a birdie on 18, I would have a chance.  But things didn't go my 

way and can't really do much about it now. 

 
I think it was really fun for the spectators, too, how all the players were making birdies 

and all the score was so similar. 
 

Q.  Coming down the stretch, you obviously walk off 18 with some sense of 
disappointment knowing that you had been leading and it got away from you, 
and then you learned you captured the No. 1 spot in the world.  How did that 
emotional swing take place?  When did you learn and what were your feelings 
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immediately after? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I think it was my agent or my mom that told me after I signed my 

scorecard and I was like, Really?  I didn't know, I didn't know what was going to 
happen.  I don't really know how the rankings work.  Just today I was trying to focus 

on hitting good shots and that's all I can do really out there.  Obviously I didn't win at 

the end of the day, but I still became world No. 1 and that's pretty awesome. 
 

Q.  Lydia, a couple shots.  The second shot on 17 out of the bunker.  You said 
your drive got stuck behind you.  Looked like that one may have gotten a little 
behind you, too. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, they were all from the same, I guess, swing pattern.  I was a little 

late and got a little long with the backswing.  It was just hard to come back to square 
when you're so far behind.  I just got probably a little loose, a little lazy in the swing 

and that created the same shot patterns. 
 

Q.  And the third shot to 18, that looked like a mess over there, mud on the ball, 
bad grass.  What was standing over that shot like? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I said I've just got to put myself in play and just try and make an 
up-and-down for bogey. 

 
Q.  On 18? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Oh, on 18?  I didn't really have a great lie, but I wouldn't blame 
everything on the lie.  I kind of came up on it and that's where I bladed it a little bit into 

the bunker.  I tried my best and I knew that I need to come with a birdie or an eagle to 
have a chance in the playoff.  

 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  All right.  Perfect, thanks, Lydia.  Thanks 
for coming in. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you.  
 


