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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO    
Friday, January 30, 2015 
 
 
Q.  Back-to-back bogeys on the back nine, did that fire you up or affect you at 
all? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, I've been putting really well the last couple days.  Even my front 

nine I holed a lot of good putts when I had the chance.  I was kind of shocked.  I was 
only 15 feet and -- or 10 feet, 10, 11.  I wasn't in a position where it was hard to make 

two-putt.  I was trying to make a birdie in that case.  But it was good.  It kind of got me 
fired up.  I kind of jammed my putter in my bag and I said, okay, you've got to start 

working again, and I made a good birdie on 12 to 16.  I left my two-putts on 17 and 18 

a little short because I had been having those fast putts on 10 and 11 and I just don't 
want to run it by.  I was a little tentative there, but I think I've been putting good and 

I've just got to stay in that mood, I guess. 
 

Q.  10 and 11 were both three-putts? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  From 15 on 10 and 11 on 11? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  

 

Q.  On 17 when that putts was inches short for being six birdies in a row, are 
you aware that you have a streak like that going? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I knew how fast it was because I had a little longer putt on the first day in 

a similar direction so I knew that it would be quick.  But as soon as I hit it I knew it 
would be short, but I never knew that it would run up that close.  It's not a putt where I 

can be very aggressive about it.  And it's kind of strange, sometimes it looks like it's 

not that fast but in the grain kind of makes it run a little longer.  I was being a little too 
careful in a way. 

 
Q.  Did you know it was for six in a row? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I knew my streak, you know, how many birdies I was having.  
Because of the bogeys and everything, I wasn't really thinking about what my current 

score was for the day but I knew how many was going.  Then I just, I was too careful. 
 

Q.  So going into tomorrow, what's your mentality?  Can you win this opener 
potentially? 

 

LYDIA KO:  There are so many great players one to four shots, you just never know 
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what's going to happen.  I'm just going to concentrate on my game, just stay really 

positive, and if somebody else shoots a much better score than I do, I can't really do 
much about it.  Just going to focus and hopefully I'll go out and shoot a good score 

tomorrow. 
 

Q.  What would the ranking mean in potentially becoming the youngest ever to 
be No. 1? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I really haven't thought about it.  Like I always say, the rankings come 
after the results in each tournament, so it would be great and it would be a huge 

honor to be in that position, but we've still got another long 18 holes to go and you 
just never know what's going to happen in those holes. 

 

Q.  There was a lot going on, there were a lot of birdies made, there was a lot of 
changes on the leaderboard.  Could you sense the excitement?  Could you 
sense there was a lot going on? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, the groups in front and the group behind I could hear the crowds 

going wild after birdies.  But we're all trying to make those birdies and that's what 
keeps the crowd very excited and same with the players.  But obviously there were a 

lot of birdies, especially in that front nine, but I think everybody was just so focused in 
their game they weren't really worried about everybody else. 

 
Q.  Do you hear your dad over in the crowd ever? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  I was looking through some CME highlights and I told my dad, 
"Dad, the only crowd voice I can hear is you saying like, 'Nice, Lydia.'"  I can always 

spot it.  It's a voice I always hear.  And he actually has quite a loud voice just even 
talking, so he's always verbal out there.  But in a way it's good, it kind of gives me a 

little bit of oomph and it's good to have the support. 

 
Q.  So he doesn't embarrass you? 

 
LYDIA KO:  In a way when there's like no one and my dad does it, I'm like, "Oh, there 

goes my dad."  But the crowd's been pretty awesome the last couple of days, just 
from the tee, from tee to green everybody's there.  Everybody's super excited and I 

think it's been great, and I'm pretty sure tomorrow's going to be even more. 

 
Q.  The volatility of the golf course, what happened to you on 10 and 11, how 
shots can come and go and then you do that.  Is there such a thing as a safe 
lead with four, five holes to go? 

 

LYDIA KO:  It's never safe, especially here.  The greens, they are quite slopy.  I don't 
know what pin positions we're going to have, and especially with the finishing hole 

being a par 5, anybody can make an eagle to some other score.  You've just got to 
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really focus and it's never over until you pull the glove out of your pocket and put it in 

your bag.  You've just got to concentrate until the last moment. 
 

Q.  Does your dad have like a trademark thing he says that he likes to say that 
you hear? 

 

LYDIA KO:  No, he just says, "Nice, Lydia."  I think that's the only thing he says 
actually. 

 
Q.  So if you become No. 1 in the world, what would his reaction be? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I'm not sure.  I guess that would only happen if I won at the end of 

tomorrow.  That's like I said, it's going to be a long way.  But I'm pretty sure he's going 

to be more excited that I won than I came in first in the world rankings. 
 

Q.  And he doesn't get to see you much.  Do you know offhand how many times 
he's seen you play in LPGA events? 

 

LYDIA KO:  He came to the U.S. Open last year, he was at Swinging Skirts, he was 
at CME, and he was at Hawaii.  He tries to go to the ones at least near home.  

Especially here, we could drive over, it's just really easy.  But sometimes when we're 
flying another five, six hours it gets hard.  We'll have to look at the schedule and try to 

balance everything out. 
 
 
 


