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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO    
Thursday, January 29, 2015 
 
 
LYDIA KO:  I didn't hit the ball very well today, especially on the front nine.  My 

greens-in-regulation might be eight, but I had a lot of over 40-foot putts, so that wasn't 
really easy in that way.  But I tried to get myself together, and my putting was good 

enough that I was able to shoot 3-under and I'm pretty pleased with how the day 

ended. 
 

Q.  And how big was it to make the birdie at 17 to get within one of Stacy? 
 

LYDIA KO:  It was good.  I mean, just that hole is pretty tough.  It's not the easiest of 

greens.  Not even thinking about the leaderboard, just to make a good birdie on 17 
that was one of my highlights, I think. 

 
Q.  What did you hit in there and how far was it? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I hit my 5-hybrid and it was about 162 to the pin. 

 

Q.  You have a really good history of playing with Stacy.  Do you think about 
that?  Is it confidence building that you played so well with her? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I mean, she's played great every single time I've played with her.  I kind 

of try and feed off her and she's someone I look up to and I always learn.  She's such 

a confident player.  I always enjoy playing with her.  Yeah, it's always fun whenever I 
get paired up with Stacy. 

 
Q.  How much different is the course playing and is it changing a lot from 
yesterday? 
 

LYDIA KO:  It was pretty -- I guess there was a little less wind this morning.  I think 

we're lucky that we didn't play early-early like our real tee time because like on No. 2, 
I hit driver, 3-wood to the front of the green.  It's pretty long on some holes, but I 

guess everything kind of balances out. 
 

Q.  Was your break of the off-season the longest you've ever gone without -- 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, since I guess from CME to the whole of December, so it was one 

of the longest, especially just for the reason that I just wanted to rest and just chill out. 
 

Q.  Was it rusty when you came back?  Did you feel like it took you a little bit to 
get in your groove? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I was super rusty.  Like for a moment I didn't even know if I would be 
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able to play this because my swing and just my chipping and I had zero feel.  It's kind 

of good that it's all kind of back to normal.  I tried to work hard in the three weeks I 
had to prepare for this. 

 
Q.  When did you feel like it came back? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Only like a week ago.  I only played my first round like 10 days ago since 
CME, so I wasn't sure what to expect.  And that first day I really hit it everywhere, I 

wasn't able to putt, but now as I play more rounds I kind of got used to it. 
 

Q.  Does it make you worry taking that much time off?  I know David Leadbetter 
would like you to take breaks, but does it make you wary of that? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I do kind of worry just in case because of the feel and also because I 
finished on a good note.  In a way I wanted to continue playing that, but at the same 

time I was really excited to have a break and I was glad that it was the last 
tournament of the year.  It's a long season and that's what I realized yesterday.  I 

think you've got to take at least just a couple weeks off. 

 
Q.  The way the course is playing, do you see a lot of low scores on the 
weekend? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I was quite surprised at how low the scores were yesterday.  I don't know 
how it's going to be like today.  I was planning for like 3-under and thought that would 

be a good score, but there's a couple 6-unders.  Just depends on how well you putt 

on these greens.  I mean, like playing with Stacy yesterday, she hit the ball really 
close and she was able to make all those putts.  It's the only aggressive thing is the 

greens, they weren't super firm that you can actually land it near the pin. 
 

Q.  Is the therapy working for the thumb? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it's been good.  I had it this morning.  The taping's been working 

good.  I think I've got to continue that because it's working.  I had better just do it. 
 

Q.  So when you had no feel, did you freak out at first? 
 

LYDIA KO:  A little bit, because my habit is to cut my chips.  That's what I was doing 

and I had no distance control.  I was doing like hundred-yard-in shots, it was hard.  
And I was in a way disappointed but it was good that I was able to just slowly get into 

things. 
 

Q.  Paula Creamer got an ace on 6.  Did you guys hear about that? 

 
LYDIA KO:  We were on the tee on 7, so we did hear the loud roar.  That was a 

pretty tough pin, so for her to have that ace, it's probably the first ace on the tour for 
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this season.  So yeah, it must have been a pretty perfect shot. 

 
Q.  Can you talk about how good the crowds have been this week here? 

 
LYDIA KO:  You know, it's been really good crowds.  Even yesterday we were 

playing in the afternoon, there were a lot of people out here.  Just I guess following 

from tee to green not only our group but the groups behind and in front also.  I think 
it's been great and the fans here are really excited.  It's always exciting for me to play 

in front of them. 
 

Q.  How's this been as a first-year event? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I think it's been good.  I guess in a way it's tough with the light and, you 

know, sunrise and with the frost and everything, but the golf course is really nice and 
I've been having fun.  Yeah, hopefully we'll be able to maintain it. 
 
 
 


