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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   AUSTIN ERNST    
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
 
Q.  Happy to be joined by Austin Ernst here at the Coates Golf Championship.  
A 5-under round, what was working for you out there today? 
 

AUSTIN ERNST:  I hit a lot of really good iron shots, and then I putted it very well.  

Really pretty much everything, except for the two putts inside of 10 feet, I made pretty 
much everything all day.  I just made it really easy on myself, I hit it close.  I had a 

nice little stretch of I think four or five birdies in a row and just really hit it inside 
10 feet every time almost. 

 

Q.  When you're striping it that good with your irons, how much does that affect 
the rest of your game? 

 
AUSTIN ERNST:  Well, it just gives you confidence with everything, and then when 

you're making the putts, too.  I've had rounds in the past where you've hit it close and 
then you can't get anything to go in, but today everything was going in so I was really 

confident with everything. 

 
Q.  Coming off a win last year in Portland, kind of your best season on tour, 
what did that do for your confidence going forward? 
 

AUSTIN ERNST:  Obviously winning out here definitely gives you confidence for the 

rest of the year and then in the future.  I know that I can play out here, I know that I 
can play with the best and win.  So that's huge, and then obviously it helped today. 

 
Q.  You're on the cusp of making the Solheim team, just outside the rankings 
right now.  Is that something that motivates you this season? 
 

AUSTIN ERNST:  For sure.  I mean, it's a Solheim year, we all know it is.  That's 

probably one of my top goals for the year.  I know I just need to keep playing solid 
golf.  You can't try to chase points or anything.  If you play well, if you play good golf, 

all that stuff will take care of itself. 
 

Q.  Have you talked to Juli at all about the Solheim Cup? 

 
AUSTIN ERNST:  Not a lot.  We had a dinner at CME last year, but that's about it. 

 
Q.  And finally, what would it mean for you to have a great year and get you that 
Solheim Cup berth?  
 
AUSTIN ERNST:  It would be unbelievable.  I don't know of anyone that doesn't 
want to represent their country at the highest level, so that's goal number one this 
year.  
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