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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO   
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Rolex Rankings No. 2, 

Lydia Ko.  Lydia, you're coming off winning the CME last year, last tournament of the 
year.  How did you spend the off-season?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I guess I was really excited to have that off-season and it was really 
good after finishing on a really good note.  I went back home to New Zealand and I 

had a couple days off seeing my friends, doing some sponsor stuff.  Then went to 
Korea and really just chilled out, stayed at home, so it was really good to have that 

month off. 
 

MODERATOR:  Winning that CME, you got the million dollar first prize.  Did you do 

anything special with that money?  
 

LYDIA KO:  Not really.  You know, it was pretty awesome just that tournament just to 
be able to win it.  It's the finale event of the season, so that itself was a big prize for 

me. 

 
MODERATOR:  And then obviously looking at you, the glasses are gone now.  What 

prompted that change for you? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I mean I've always thought about it, but glasses, I guess, kind of became 

comfortable.  I've used them for the last four, five years.  It's weird now without them.  
But a lot of people have recognized me, so it's been a little bit of a surprise in that 

way.  On a day where it's drizzling a little bit, the last thing I want to do is clean the 
raindrops that are on the lenses.  So I guess in that way it's much more comfortable, 

and it did take some time to get used to them but it feels good. 
 

Q.  Every time you do something like that, like go from glasses to contacts, 
there's always a little bit of a transition with the depth perception and that sort 
of thing.  How long did it take and are you feeling very comfortable with it now? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, the first time, I didn't have really contact issues after going to 

contact lenses, but when I now hit balls with my glasses, everything looks smaller, so 

I start fatting it or duffing it.  In that way now it's a little uncomfortable going to what I 
originally had.  It feels good now.  Everything just seems more wide open.  I heard 

that contacts, because they're right on your eye, they look straight everywhere I look 
out of, but with glasses it's only perfect when you look straight out.  So in that way it's 

a good change. 
 

Q.  Are you nearsighted?  What do you have? 
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LYDIA KO:  I'm not sure exactly, but my eyesight's pretty bad, that's all I know.  
When I have nothing on, I'm probably not able to recognize anyone.  It's more like 

blur and color.  So my eyesight's really bad, so these are my eyes really. 
 

Q.  Did you ever consider LASIK?  Are you old enough for LASIK?  I don't even 
know the answer to that. 
 

LYDIA KO:  I think it will be a couple years until I get LASIK.  I think LASIK will be 
great because then I don't need to worry about contacts, glasses and all that.  My 

mom's had LASIK before and she's been -- it was good for her.  So hopefully I can 
get it one day, but really need to get it after you're -- after the eyes stop getting worse.  

I think even now we're kind of on that border, but I don't want to do it too early where 

it becomes a problem again in 10 year's time. 
 

Q.  Did anyone walk by you this week and kind of go, oh, I didn't recognize 
you?  Has that happened? 

 

LYDIA KO:  My caddie, Jason, I saw him last week without my glasses and it was 
kind of on and off during that time.  I was like oh, this is me without it.  And then like a 

couple days ago he couldn't recognize me, but the other caddies did.  So no, I think it 
will be like that for a while.  But I guess after a week or so everyone will get used to it.  

I mean, this is normal without glasses, but I became normal with glasses. 
 

Q.  When you look back at last year, obviously a great year, three wins, Rookie 
of the Year, but how did you evaluate your game and where do you want to get 
better? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I mean, it was a pretty awesome year for me.  I wouldn't have expected 

that coming into the year.  I think the year was a good start having a Top 10 at the 

Bahamas where we started last year.  I think I just tried to get in a rhythm.  I think 
what I'm going to try to work on this year is I guess to be a bit more consistent.  Just 

even after a Top 10, just being able to be around that same similar number rather 
than being from one side to the other.  I think that's what I've been really working on.  

I looked at some of my stats from last year and I thought I could improve a little bit 
more in greens-in-regulation, so that's been one of the things we've been working on, 

too. 

 
Q.  So when did you move to Orlando? 

 
LYDIA KO:  It was March last year.  Yeah, early last year. 

 

Q.  And how is kind of the relocation kind of benefited your game, do you 
think? 

 



tee-scripts.com 
  3 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, it's good.  It's right next -- it's in ChampionsGate, so it's right next 

to the David Leadbetter Academy, so it's always easy for me to go out there, hit some 
balls.  If I've got a lesson, it's easy just for me to just go because it's within five 

minutes.  So that's been really cool and that's why it was one of the reasons why we 
wanted to move there. 

 

Q.  And what's your goals for this year?  You're coming off a three-win year, 
you're second in the world.  What are your goals right now? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I normally don't set like an overall like how many wins, how many Top 

10s.  I just try and set goals for every week and that's what I try and think about.  But 
really consistency is one of the biggest things, and I think that's important for all areas 

of my game.  Just being able to be more consistent in that way, I know that I'll be 

close to being a leader or just know that I'll have a chance of maybe winning. 
 

Q.  When so much is put on the majors, what have you learned in those 
tournaments that's going to benefit you going forward, do you think? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think I improved in results in last year's majors compared to the year 
before.  I'm definitely going in the right direction.  There's always something in me that 

every major week, I kind of feel like obviously it is a special week and we all try to 
prepare for that week, but there's something that kind of brings a little bit too much 

excitement and that can cause some trouble in a way.  I'm just going to take it as 
another LPGA event and just be relaxed and have fun. 

 

Q.  When last we spoke you had a million dollars and a two-by-two cube at your 
feet and you said you were going to go buy a pair of jeans and a purse for your 
mom.  Did you buy anything else? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I got some earnings.  My mom got a handbag.  It was all like tick tick, but 

it was just really cool.  To me, the coolest thing that happened off-season was my 
Rookie of the Year watch.  I was able to give that Rolex watch to my grandad, so that 

was really a special moment for me. 
 

Q.  Where he is?  
 

LYDIA KO:  He's in Korea. 

 
Q.  Lydia, what's your grandad's name? 

 
LYDIA KO:  This is really bad. 

 

Q.  I'm sorry. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Maybe Michael can spell it out. 
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Q.  Lydia, given the amazing season you had, everything that's happened in the 
past 18 months, where do you go from here?  What do you do now?  Today's a 
brand new year and a brand new start and a brand new tournament.  What do 
you see for yourself? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, it's a whole new year really.  It's actually only been a month and 
a half since CME last year, so it feels like the season's starting so soon.  But I'm just 

going to think of just enjoying being out on the tour and just having lots of fun.  I think 
that's what's going to make the season go faster in a way and just for me to enjoy it.  I 

think when I have fun, that's when I play the best, so that's always the mindset I try to 
get in. 

 

Q.  Do you think it's going to be any easier this year because now you're kind 
of, oh, I've been to this place before, now I know this place.  Is that going to 
make it a little bit different? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I guess that makes it a little bit better so I'm not trying to get out on 

the course every single day.  But it's been good.  There are some tournaments I 
haven't played, so I'll feel that rookie feeling again this year, too.  I definitely think, 

especially on a course I've won before, I'll feel good to go into that week knowing that 
I have played well there before. 

 
Q.  Does it surprise you you have reached the status you have reached at this 
age?  You're right there with the greatest players in the world and not many 
young ladies your age can say I'm one of the best in the world.  How does that 
overwhelming -- or does it overwhelm you? 

 
LYDIA KO:  It's pretty cool.  It's cool to see that a couple years ago I was watching 

TV or looking at the magazine and thinking, man, one day I want to be there playing 

alongside them.  That's what's happening right now, so that's really been cool.  I've 
learned a lot just playing with the other players.  It's been lots of fun, and yeah, you 

know, just every moment has been really special.  But when I'm like just out there 
playing, I don't really think about my world ranking.  That's the last thing I want to 

think about.  I just try and think about what's there right in front of me. 
 

Q.  Can you tell us when did you arrive in Ocala to begin preparing for the 
tournament, and kind of what do you think about the course so far? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I got here on Sunday, drove from Orlando, so that wasn't too far.  It was 
actually good to come to a tournament where we can bring the car and have a lot of 

bags in there.  But I came the weekend before just to check out the golf course.  It's 

been good.  I haven't come out that early here the last couple days so I don't know 
how cold it gets, but I heard it's been chilly a little bit.  With how much rain the course 

has been taking, the course is in pretty good condition. 
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Q.  Is there a particular hole that you're going to have to go back and study or 
kind of play a little differently than you normally do? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I mean, there is no like one particular hard or easy hole.  It is pretty 

tough out there, especially because it is a little wet, you know.  The balls aren't 

running out far, so I've been hitting a couple hybrids a couple times.  In that way it's a 
little long, but you know, at the same time the greens are in really good condition and 

I really like the Augusta replica holes. 
 

Q.  How's the wind playing right now?  The wind.  
 

LYDIA KO:  The wind?  It was a little windy when we were out there.  I guess the 

later the day goes it will get windier and windier.  I think that's part of playing it, and at 
this time of the year it's not going to be dead sunny and there's going to be no wind.  

So I think that's going to make it challenging and definitely going to make me think 
more about my shot. 

 

Q.  You know, you and Lexi, probably under 20 at least, the two top players in 
that age range.  Do you enjoy the fact playing against her?  Do you see, 
projecting forward, you guys are going to be playing together for a long time it 
looks like? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I mean, she's an amazing player.  She won her first major at age 

19, right, so that's pretty amazing.  Hopefully I can win a major one day, too.  What 

she's done at her age, she's still in her teens really and it's amazing.  She inspired me 
and she's definitely a great player and she's going to be that superstar for many 

years. 
 

Q.  Are you playing with a little bit of an injury?  I see wrap on your wrist.  
 
LYDIA KO:  I wouldn't call it an injury injury.  No, I've just been feeling a little bit under 

my thumb, but it's not something major.  I've been getting a little treatment on it, so it's 
been feeling a little better. 

 
Q.  How long has it been bothering you? 

 

LYDIA KO:  It's been pretty recent, yeah.  
 

MODERATOR:  Anything else for Lydia?  All right.  We appreciate the time.  Best of 
luck this week. 

 

LYDIA KO:  Thank you.   
 
 


