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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   JULI INKSTER   
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
 
 
 
 
KRAIG KANN:  Good afternoon, everybody.  Thanks for being here in the media 

center at the Coates Golf Championship.  Great pleasure to have with me the United 
States captain for the Solheim Cup here in 2015, Juli Inkster is on board.   

 

I call you captain now.  Are you okay with that?  I've never asked you if you were 
okay with it.  

 
JULI INKSTER:  Oh, yeah, it's better than what you usually call me, so I think it's a 

step up. 
 

KRAIG KANN:  The good news is I'm going to be calling you quite a bit now and 

hopefully you're receptive to that.  The Solheim Cup 2015 taking place September 
14th through the 20th, not that they'll compete on each and every one of those days.  

Three days is plenty good.   
 

Let's talk about where you are with everything.  We can go through the points and 

how that all works, but I want to know how you're feeling as this new year kicks off 
and any kind of pressure or excitement that you might be having. 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, it's exciting.  Last year it was just kind of, you know, the 

announcement and trying to get things in order, really what are my responsibilities, 
what do they expect of me.  I did have a really good team meeting, dinner at the CME 

and just kind of laid out what I expect and how we're going to go about this.  The girls 

were really receptive.  I invited 16, and I don't know how it's all going to shake out, but 
looking at the points, it's pretty solid the first six or seven, and then after that it's kind 

of a crapshoot.  But it kind of looks like we might have kind of the same team Meg 
had in Colorado.  So some points double this year, majors are doubled, so it's going 

to shake out a little bit, but I'm looking forward to it.  It's a long year and there's a lot of 

tournaments and things can change. 
 

KRAIG KANN:  So the points actually started tabulating for this upcoming Solheim 
Cup at the CP Canadian Women's Open right after the Solheim Cup 2013.  Points 

are one and a half this year, double in majors.  Can I go back to the meeting that you 

had with the players?  How many players were there for that meeting? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  I invited 16, and I told them I would pick up the tab so they all 
showed, which was great. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  That's good, butter them up. 
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JULI INKSTER:  I served all the ones that could drink alcohol, so I'm getting ready for 
Germany because it's going to be -- they like to drink over there.  I just talked about 

we lost the last two and we're the underdogs and it's going to be a very tough 
environment.  The Germans are really doing a great job on putting this together.  We 

had a kickoff in Heidelberg last September and thousands and thousands and 

thousands of people showed up.  I was very impressed.  So they're doing it first class, 
but it's going to be loud.  We're going to be the underdogs and we're going to have to 

come with a pretty strong spine and not let things affect us. 
 

KRAIG KANN:  The points will cut off after the CP Canadian Women's Open this 
year, you'll make your captain's selections as well.  Is that something you get excited 

about as a captain, and how much do you have to pay attention this year to 

everybody else?  So if you could give us your schedule of competing and then how 
much you're going to have to pay attention, I would love to know that.   

 
JULI INKSTER:  Well, I'm going to try to play about 10 this year.  I'm working with 

Fox for the USGA, so I'm doing seven of those.  Then I'll just be out maybe a couple 

where I'm not -- I don't really want to stalk the players.  I know them, I've played with 
them, I know what they can do.  As far as my picks, I'm just going to see how that all 

shakes out and hopefully it's pretty clearcut.  I wish they would just take 12 and I 
didn't even get a pick. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  Really? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I would just -- 
 

KRAIG KANN:  Why so?  Why? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  I don't know, I just feel like sometimes, even though you had two 

years to get in the Top 10, I just feel like sometimes 11 or 12 get left out and they've 
really played pretty well.  So I just wish they would just pick a team and that's the 

team you have and you go with it. 
 

KRAIG KANN:  Would you be saying then that you would probably lean toward -- 
 

JULI INKSTER:  11 and 12. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  -- 11 and 12, or picking at least one of those on their merits of playing 

good of golf?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, depending on -- I don't want to reveal what I'm doing, but I 

kind of have a little bit of a plan.  I know that's a shocker for everybody that I do have 
a plan, but it just depends on where those 11 and 12 fit into what I'm trying to do. 
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KRAIG KANN:  You were the all-time leader in points for the United States in 

Solheim Cup.  What type of a captain do you expect to be?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Well, I'm not really demanding.  I think the players know me and 
know that I want to win, but it's not the end to end alls.  I would love to see the 

Solheim Cup get back to having a little more camaraderie between both sides, and I 

think Carin and I can do that.  I'm more of a laid-back type of person.  I kind of shoot 
by my hip, I don't really plan a lot of stuff out.  They know that, like I say to my kids, 

when I say no, I mean no.  So when I say something, I mean it.  But on the other 
hand, I'm pretty laid back. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  I'm going to allow you to make a little bit of a news announcement 

here in a second.  One final question before I let you do that and then we're going to 

take questions.  
 

You mentioned you've lost the last two; you being the United States.  Carin Koch is 
captain of the European Solheim Cup team.  Aside from the fact that the United 

States has lost the last two, you mentioned camaraderie between the two sides.  Is 

there something that bothered you the last time around or the last couple times 
around specifically?  

 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I just think it's gotten to be a little bit too catty.  We play with 

these girls every week.  We travel with them, we have dinner with them, and then all 
of a sudden for one week they hate us and we hate them.  I don't really get that. 

 

I think Laura Davies was -- I played all my Solheim Cups with her and she had kind of 
the same thing with me.  I want to go out there and I want to beat you, but at the end 

of the day I'm going to high five you and say "Good shot."  Match play, you play 
somebody 10 times, you're going to win five, I'm going to win five.  It's just at that 

moment who's making the putts.  I would just like to see have a little more fun 

between both sides and see how it shakes out.  I think Carin's pretty much on board 
with that, too. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  So you'll definitely be delivering that message to Team USA. 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Definitely.  I've already delivered it. 

 

KRAIG KANN:  Everybody should know at this point that Pat Hurst is one of your 
assistant captains, vice captain.  Sitting here on this stage today you've got another 

announce you'd like to make as somebody else that's going to join your team and be 
one of your assistants. 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Yes.  I would like to announce my other assistant will be Wendy 
Ward.  I played a lot of golf with Wendy Ward.  She's played on three Solheim Cup 

teams, she's won four times.  I'm very good friends with her, Pat's very good friends 
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with her.  I think she brings a calmness and a confident attitude to the team.  She's a 

busy bee.  She'll do anything that's asked of us, and the girls all love her and that's 
the key.  She's got a lot of respect.  The girls know her, they've played with her, and 

they have a lot of respect for her.  I think it's a good threesome.  We all bring a little 
bit to the table and we're all very different.  I think it's going to be good.  

 

KRAIG KANN:  Media release being handed out now.  Just so you all know, Wendy 
will be made available to you.  We'll schedule that through LPGA Communications 

here when we're done with this.  Let's take some questions.  Anybody have one, get a 
microphone up here to the front.    

 
Q.  Hi, Juli.  You played in, what, nine?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Um-hmm. 
 

Q.  Everybody that's always played that became a captain said, "Well, I'm going 
to take something from all my captains."  Do you have that same kind of thing? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, someone asked me, which is a really good question, who are 
your top three captains, who were the captains that maybe you struggled a little bit 

with, and what was the difference.   
 

I have to say there's not really one thing that makes a great captain or a bad captain.  
I just think with my personality, you know, I kind of like a captain that's maybe a little 

more warm and fuzzy, maybe will come up and give you a high five, maybe will hug 

you when things aren't going right or sit down and talk to you.  I think that's the kind of 
captain I like to be because it's not easy.  You know, you go out there, and I have to 

say the Solheim Cup is the most nervous I've ever been playing golf, and that's U.S. 
Opens and major championships and amateurs.  It's hard because you want to play 

not only for your teammates, but for your country.  I think if we can just play for 

ourselves, and I think that's what I take from these captains is play for yourself and 
everything will shake out.  I think that's kind of the captain I would like to be.  

 
KRAIG KANN:  Laid back, give them a hug, and the captain who'll still wear the 

sticker on the brim of the hat?  
 

JULI INKSTER:  Isn't that the new thing?  I think that's the new thing. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  I am so impressed by that.  Kind of going with the millennials.   

 
JULI INKSTER:  I was going to --  

 

KRAIG KANN:  Turn it sideways?   
 

JULI INKSTER:  -- turn it Tom Lynch and just go, "I think, I think."  



tee-scripts.com 
  5 

 

Q.  Juli, you mentioned before that you would rather not have any picks, but the 
fact of the matter is you're going to have some picks. 
 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you emphasize the hot players at the time, or assume somebody wins 
three times in January, they may not be the hottest player in September. 
 
JULI INKSTER:  Well, if you win three times in January, they're going to be on the 

team, but I know what you're saying.  The thing is, I'm pretty sure -- do I pick like 
three weeks before? 

 

KRAIG KANN:  So we have to look at the schedule.  I think it's a two- to three-week 
break, I believe, in between. 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, so you're going to want to the players that are playing hot.  If 

it's between someone that won in '14 and someone that's playing hot in '15, I'm going 

to pick the player, if it fits where I'm trying to do, the player that's playing hot in '15.  
They've got more confidence, they're riding a good wave.  So I think that's more what 

I would go with. 
 

KRAIG KANN:  I think we go CP Canadian Women's Open, then Prattville, Evian, 
then Solheim Cup.  I think you're right, although I don't have the schedule completely 

memorized.  

 
Q.  I know that you read Paul Azinger's book, and one of the things that he did 
is he actually got the players involved in the captain's picks.  He pulled them in 
and asked them what they thought.  Any thoughts on doing that? 

 

JULI INKSTER:  Totally going to do that.  This is not a democracy.  I'm going to have 
everybody come and help and pull them in.  I think if players can be accountable for 

their team, I think they play harder.  I think we can -- if someone says, "Hey, I like this 
player," and everybody gets on board, you know they're going to do their best to get 

that player ready to go.  I think another thing, I think a lot of times captain picks kind 
of feel like they're left out.  If you're on my team, you're on my team.  You're just as 

valuable as No. 1 and I want to make sure that they know that, too. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  I'm curious, you said you actually had a dinner with quite a number of 

players.  That's a large group.  That casts a pretty wide net of who could potentially 
be on your team.  Obviously there are some players you just don't know and yet you 

also know and you know what they bring to the table, maybe some you didn't take to 

that dinner.  Are you walking around going up to them?  Are they approaching you?  
Have you had players say, "Hey, Juli, just don't forget about me"?  
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JULI INKSTER:  No, I haven't had anybody yet, but that can change.  I mean believe 

me, I'm watching.  You know, I think the players know I'm watching, but I'm not going 
to go up to them and say, "Hey, you need to step it up, let's go, I want you on my 

team."  They know their job, they know what they have to do.  And it's my job as a 
captain to know the players that you can say that to and you can't.  I know if I went up 

to, say, someone that's on the cusp and I know them well enough and I know their 

personality and say, "Hey, let's go," they're going to take that to task.  If I said that to 
someone that I know would crush them, I wouldn't say that.  So I think it's really 

important to know your team members' personality and I think that's me being out 
here playing, I think I know that. 

 
Q.  How much of it, just because of the age of so many of the good new players, 
is you're going to have to walk that line between captain and mom? 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Well, I walk it every day.  I've got two daughters that are probably 

the same age.  These girls are very veteran-ish.  They've been out here, they travel, 
they know what they need to do.  I don't need to babysit them.  Hopefully that's not 

my job is to babysit them.  I think they have a lot of respect for the Solheim Cup and a 

lot of respect for their playing partners that they're going to do whatever they need to 
do to get ready to go.  I have to say in Chicago they were really young.  We had some 

very young girls.  I was a little worried about it.  You know what?  Those girls got up, 
got themselves to practice, worked out afterwards, rested.  I mean, I was impressed 

the way they took care of themselves, and by Friday they were ready to go.  So I 
don't really worry about that. 

 

Q.  Second thing, you saw what happened at Gleneagles.  Did you sit there and 
go, "Oh, my God, what's going on?" 

 
JULI INKSTER:  Yeah.  Well, I wasn't in the team room and I don't really know what 

happened, but I'm pretty sure that hopefully we won't need a task force and hopefully 

we'll be able to figure out what we're doing out there.  I sent out an email to the girls 
before that and said, "Hey, watch the Ryder Cup, there's a lot of the things you can 

learn from just watching."  I got a lot of responses back that they did watch and they 
did learn, so I think that was good. 

 
Q.  What are you nervous about, if anything?  I know you've had -- 
 

JULI INKSTER:  My speech. 
 

Q.  Your speech at the opening ceremonies? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah.  I hate giving speeches.  But I know you're going to brush me 

up and help me.  Isn't that your job? 
 

KRAIG KANN:  Sure, I guess it is. 
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JULI INKSTER:  You know what, I think we're going to be ready to go, and my plan is 
when we get on that bus from Evian to Germany, that we're just going to be in gear 

and there's not going to be a lot to do.  If Wendy and Pat and I do our homework and 
get what we want to get done, I'm just going to try when we get there, girls are going 

to know what they're doing and who they're playing with and it's going to be easy. 

 
Q.  Changing gears just a bit, I know you've been here a couple of days, you've 
gotten a chance to get on the course.  Tell us what you think of the Golden 
Ocala course.  Any tough spots that you're going to have to work hard through 
and what's going to be an easy go for you? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, I was impressed with the layout.  I know they had a lot of 

replica holes of different vintage holes.  Some of the par 4s are tough.  I think the 
greens are extremely tough.  From California, there's a lot of grain on them, down 

grain, into the grain.  I think the precision with your irons is going to be key this week 
depending on what the wind does, too.  It's playing quite long and there's not really a 

lot of rough, so I think it's a good bomber's golf course. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  Too bad this golf course doesn't have replica holes of the golf course 

in Germany for the Solheim Cup.  Are you going to try to have a site survey, if you 
will, over there?  

 
JULI INKSTER:  You know, I went there and I played there in September, and Paula 

was there.  I just decided that I am not going to have a practice round over there.  

Just to get the girls from Turnberry to Heidelberg is a trek.  I figure being already over 
in Europe, we're going to get there Sunday night, they're going to have Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday to learn it.  It's a pretty straightforward golf course.  
And courses change, it's going to change from four months earlier to now.  So I think 

we can use our time better spent in the States and do some more fun stuff together. 

 
KRAIG KANN:  We're going to have a few press conferences along the way 

obviously and you'll have some more opportunities to speak.  Here's my final 
question:  How do you balance "I want this so bad, we have to get this cup back at all 

costs," with "I've got to be the gentle captain and I've got to have patience"? 
 

JULI INKSTER:  Well, it's not a sprint.  You've got to do things to get there and I think 

our girls know that, that we've got to just play our own game and not worry about the 
outside agencies.  That's what I'm really trying to get across to them.  If we just go 

over there and play golf and not worry about distractions and face painting and stuff 
like that, we're going to be okay.  I think the girls get it.  I think they're looking for a 

different -- they're tired of losing and I think they're ready to get back to golf.  That's all 

I want them to do.  I just want them to go over there, bring their lunch buckets and 
work and play golf.  

 



tee-scripts.com 
  8 

KRAIG KANN:  Let's go work on your speech.  Thanks for being here, appreciate it.   
 


