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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: INBEE PARK     
Monday, January 26, 2015 
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, I'd like to welcome world No. 1 Inbee Park into the 
interview room.  Inbee, another successful 2014 season for you.  How are you feeling 
entering the 2015 season?  
 
INBEE PARK:  I feel really comfortable coming into the 2015 season.  It was a very short 
off season, but I feel like I did the things that I really needed to get done and, you know, 
worked on the swing, worked on rehab, my body, worked on a little bit of few things here 
and there.  So happy with just -- a little bit early start, but I mean I never played, usually I 
never really played the two first events but I decided to play this year and get the feel of it 
early so I can start off the season a bit earlier. 
 
MODERATOR:  You said you were rehabbing the body.  Is there something you 
specifically had to address and any swing changes, anything like that?  
  
INBEE PARK:  Not huge changes, but I wasn't really happy with my putting last year.  I 
was hitting the ball great last year, but not putting as well.  So I tried to work on my putting 
a little bit more and I felt a little bit of my shoulder the end of last year right in here, so I 
had a trainer from -- osteopathy from Australia for two weeks in my house and worked on 
my body and worked out together and really tried to treat the shoulder and I feel a lot 
better now.  So very happy with my body. 
  
MODERATOR:  Now, last year your life changed for you.  You're now married.  Can you 
talk about how you have to now balance personal life with professional life?  
 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, I have a really busy off season because I had to do cooking 
and I had to golf at the same time.  And I had my mother-in-law and father-in-law in my 
house for 10 days and then I had my parents for the next 10 days and I had a lot of 
visitors coming in.  I have more family now, so I was a little more busy.  It was fun though.  
I mean, I never really cooked before, but then like this off season I really spent a lot of 
time in the kitchen doing a lot of dish washing as well, you know, so that was different.  
But I really balanced my time well and I had a lot of fun and I'm really enjoying my new life. 
 
MODERATOR:  Are you going to cook out here for people this year?  
 
INBEE PARK:  Maybe not during the tournament.  I did enough last month, so I think I 
was going to try to concentrate on my golf from now on. 
 
MODERATOR:  What's your specialty dish?  
 
INBEE PARK:  I'm really, you know, I still need a lot of help from online, but I like to cook 
Korean food.  I like to do barbecue.  But I really haven't tried many Western dishes, so 
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maybe I should try to Western dishes. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think so, yeah.  Can you talk about the competition out here, especially 
this year, there's a great rookie class coming in here.  Have you had a chance to see any 
of them and what are your expectations?  
 
INBEE PARK:  I know most of them.  I played with most of them because I don't think -- 
we can almost not call them rookies because they played in other tours, they played -- 
they experienced the LPGA Tour, they play many events here.  So I think this is probably 
one of the strongest rookie year that LPGA is going to have and especially for Korean 
players.  Last few years they seem like nobody wanted to come to LPGA tour, nobody 
really came, no new face came to the LPGA Tour.  But this year, all of the sudden a lot of 
good KLPGA players came to this LPGA Tour this year.  So it's going to be a very 
competing year and it's going to be very exciting year as well.  I think many people will be 
surprised how many like more good players are still in Korea, and I think they're going to 
show some great golf.  So they're inspiring me as well.  So I'm going to try my best and try 
to compete with them as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  In your opinion, who is the one Korean player to watch this year?  
 
INBEE PARK:  One player, it's just tough to pick one, but I think all the new rookies 
coming from Korea at the moment, I think they're like No. 1, 2, 3 in Korea, so it's going to 
be -- they're young, very young as well, they're only like 19 years old like Lydia's age.  So I 
see the tour is getting younger and I feel like I'm getting older, but, you know, I still have a 
lot of energy myself and I'm really looking forward to this 2015 season.  I mean, not trying 
to do something so special this season, I'm just trying to do whatever I have done for the 
last few years and just try to play my game and try to focus on my game. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  With that, let's open it up for questions.  Please wait for the 
microphone. 
 
Q   Inbee, you talked about not playing early before.  Was there something about 
maybe a little homecoming here coming back to a place where you've played? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it's a little city called Mount Dora, I used to live there when I was -- I 
came to United States, that was the first place I went.  So it's like 40 minutes from here, 
like 50 minutes from here.  So I have a lot of old friends that are still there and they're 
coming to watch this week and I love that.  The fact that they started the season in Ocala 
and I feel like Florida is my second home so, yeah, it's a good place to start and it was 
good to see my old friends here. 
 
Q   You might break out the old Mount Dora Bible carry bag for one round? 
 
INBEE PARK:  They made all the shirts, like Mount Dora Bible for Inbee, they made those 
shirts and they're coming to come out later this week so I'm looking forward to see them. 
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Q   Welcome home.  
 
INBEE PARK:  Thank you. 
 
Q   Could you talk a little about Stacy's game and your rivalry with her and also 
could you talk after that about the growth Michelle has made the last few years?  
 
INBEE PARK:  You know, Michelle played really good last year and obviously Stacy is 
playing steady for last couple -- last few years and we've been competing for pretty much 
everything for the last few years together.  We kind of wish that if it's like that this year that 
will be a really great season, but I think there is a lot of new strong players coming up to 
play, so it will be nice to have just one competitor, but we're going to have a lot more this 
year I think, that's for sure.  But they both have really good game and they're really good 
competitors and I think it's still they're the one that I think I need to play against with, so it's 
going to be fun year. 
 
Q   So refresh my memory, were people coming to Vegas to visit you? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, to Vegas to visit me. 
 
Q   When did you guys buy a home there again? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Last summer, last May, yeah. 
 
Q   So how would you handicap your cooking right now? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Handicap, like in golf handicap? 
 
Q   Yes.  
 
INBEE PARK:  I don't know, like maybe 20 handicap.  I think bogey play is pretty good for 
amateur golfer, so -- 
 
Q   Fair enough.  So did you how much time did you exactly take off where you 
didn't touch a club? 
 
INBEE PARK:  So let's see, because we played Korea versus Japan Cup two weeks after 
CME so we played until like middle of December.  So I took only about maybe two weeks 
off. 
 
Q   You were in Korea then for a little while? 
 
INBEE PARK:  I was in Maldives for a honeymoon, then Korea for a week, came back 
end of December. 
 
Q   Good choice.  
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INBEE PARK:  It was a busy season, busy off season. 
 
Q   Hey, Inbee, welcome to 2015 and best of luck to you this season.  
 
INBEE PARK:  Thank you. 
 
Q   You've won a lot of big tournaments on the LPGA Tour, major championships.  
First, have you played the course here?  Do you prefer to play a course under 
tougher conditions, windy conditions?  You mentioned how your ball striking is 
really solid, which is the kind of thing to really help you on that.  Do you prefer 
those kind of courses feeling like it may separate you giving you a better chance to 
win? 
 
INBEE PARK:  You know, I think I'm a pretty strong player under the wind, I think.  But for 
everyone it's tough to deal with the tough conditions for the first event of the year.  If it's 
the middle of the year, fifth or sixth tournament, but first tournament with cold and windy 
conditions, I think it's tough for everyone.  I think it's tough for me as well.  Kind of wish for 
a little bit warmer weather and nice conditions, see what we've been working on.  It's 
easier to see in the good conditions than bad conditions, but everybody has got to work 
with what they got.  So I think it's really good practice for British Open, like today is really 
just windy and, yeah, the tournament I'm really looking forward to this year. 
 
Q   Inbee, when did the shoulder, when did it first start bothering you? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Pretty much like last half of season last year, but I kind of -- it wasn't 
something that was severe, so I just played with it.  And I mean, end of the last year it was 
a little bit worse so I thought I had to do some rehabilitation and that's what I did this off 
season. 
 

MODERATOR:  It's the right?  
 
INBEE PARK:  Right shoulder, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Did you get a diagnosis, was it just like a strain?  
 
INBEE PARK:  It is just muscle problem, like tight muscles because we're always in like 
this kind of position so like I don't have much space in between the muscles, so we need 
to like change my posture a little bit. 
 
Q   It feels fine now? 
 
INBEE PARK:  I feel still little bit like my finishing, like follow-through position, but it is 
much better obviously than last half of the season. 
 
Q   Just a follow-up on your putting, working on your putting, it probably scares 



tee-scripts.com 
  5 

people to hear that you weren't satisfied with your putting.  Didn't you rank No. 1 
last year in putting? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Like three, but it just felt so much worse than the year before.  I know I 
putted really, really good two years ago, but I think last year my ball striking was a lot 
better than what I expected and I hit a lot of shots closer and I had a lot more opportunities 
but I just feel like not a lot of opportunities were -- I missed a lot of opportunities.  I mean, 
it's always good to hit the ball close but obviously you're going to get a lot more 
disappointments because you hit it so close and you miss a lot of putts, you feel like you 
miss a lot of putts. 
 

Q   Inbee, did you ever play here when you were growing up? 
 
INBEE PARK:  I think I never played this golf course, but this was my first win in United 
States, in Ocala.  Not here, not on this golf course, but I think like Florida Junior 
Tournament when I was like 12 years old.  I didn't remember, but my mom told me I think 
you won your first event in Ocala, so I was like that's a good memory. 
 
Q   What ages were you here, I forgot? 
 
INBEE PARK:  I came here when I was 12. 
 
Q   To what, then you moved to Vegas? 
 
INBEE PARK:  Twelve to 16.  Lived here about five years. 
 
Q   Hi, Inbee.  What do you think about the Golden Ocala course now that you have 
gotten to get out and play a little bit of it? 
 
INBEE PARK:  It is a very tough golf course because it is very long, it's playing very long 
and very grainy greens.  I think we played twice in Florida, once in Florida, right, last year?  
Only CME, right?  It is a lot more grainier than CME golf course.  And yeah, this golf 
course, you've really got to hit the ball long. I mean, today was windy so it was probably 
more -- it was tougher.  But I think it's just going to be hitting a lot of long clubs and you've 
got to really work hard on the greens because they're very grainy. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, thank you, Inbee. 
 
INBEE PARK:  Thanks.   
 


