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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   
Sunday, November 2, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Congratulations on an outstanding season.  You win five times 
and win the Charles Schwab Cup for the second time.  You set an earnings record 
eclipsing Hale Irwin's mark set in 2003 and becoming the second player over $3 
million in earnings, just an amazing year.  Just talk about it.  You shoot 65 today 
actually to clinch the money title.  So just some thoughts about the whole year. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's still mind boggling just to reflect on my year.  When you 
think about it, you play golf from January until now, it's 10 months, and to have played 
as consistently well as I've done in 20 tournaments is hard to believe really.  I'm 
extremely blessed to have just played this well.  Always, you know, when I had a bad 
round, bad round, 1-over or something, I immediately bounced back usually with a 
very low round like I did at SAS and some other tournaments.  I shot some extremely 
low scores this year, too.  Lots of whatever, 6- to 8-unders throughout the year in 
often tough conditions like at the Senior British and other places we've traveled to.   
 
You've seen the caliber of play.  We saw it again today, the way these guys finished 
off.  I was thinking I might have a chance to go in a playoff and here we go, you know, 
Jay Haas putts one in from off the green, Kenny Perry makes eagle, Monty chips one 
in for eagle, Tom Pernice makes birdie.  Just a lot of legends, a lot of stars out here.  
They can all play really, really well.  It doesn't matter who you're paired with, not just 
this week, it's only top 30, but in the average tournament there's 80 guys or 81 and 
they're all very, very good players.  And there's many guys who are great players that 
can't be out here because they're not exempt.   
 
It still has to sink in.  It's really been a very unique year.  I'm at a wonderful place with 
my private life, my wife, my family, and I think it reflects in my golf to some extent.  
I've been more relaxed this year and more at peace with everything than maybe in a 
number of years.   
 
When we look back, I've won the Schwab Cup in 2010.  In 2011 I think it was, we 
came in here, I was leading the points and Tom Lehman had to win the tournament to 
get past me and he did.  If he finishes second, I would have won the Schwab Cup, but 
he won the tournament, which was great for him in his hometown.   
 
Last year, similar situation, I wasn't leading but I lost the playoff at San Antonio to 
Kenny Perry.  If I had won the playoff, I would have gained points on him instead of 
losing points and it would have been much tighter coming into this week.  Anyways, I 
was second the last two years in the Schwab Cup race and the year before and the 
year after I won, so except the one year where I had my injury.  So it's been a 
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phenomenal ride on the Champions Tour for me the last -- winning six money titles 
out of seven years, that's very difficult to do.  And very blessed to be healthy enough 
to play and to play at this level week after week. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  One thing, you touched on a lot of things, but one thing that 
was sort of overlooked that's mind boggling is you hit 79 percent of the greens this 
year, which has never been done on any tour as long as stats have been kept.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's an incredible stat just by itself and it could have 
been a little bit higher maybe if we hadn't played here because this course was very 
difficult to hit a lot of greens because the greens got very firm and downwind there 
were a bunch of them that were just almost impossible to hold the ball on the green, 
even with a 9-iron or an 8-iron.  I mean, I hit pitching wedge a couple times downwind 
yesterday on a couple of holes, the ball went 20, 25 yards from where it landed.  
No. 10 yesterday, it landed three feet from the hole and I was at the back of the 
green, which was 22 yards away.  Anyway, so that's a difficult thing to do because we 
play golf courses that are pretty challenging, we play pin positions that are 
challenging, and then to hit almost 80 percent of the greens in regulation, it's not 
easily done. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll go to questions, just raise your hand. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible). 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you, appreciate it very much, guys.  As I said out 
there in the prize giving, we were in Hualalai, Mitsubishi tournament, the first 
tournament of the year, Fred Couples got one of the awards I think for low scoring for 
last year and he said, I'm going to announce it right here, I'm going to try and win the 
Charles Schwab Cup this year, that's my big goal, I haven't won that yet and I'm 
going to do everything I can to do that.   
 
So all the rest of us are thinking, all right, we better elevate our game because we 
know Freddie can shoot some really low numbers.  When he has his mind set on 
something, he's going to try everything to do it.  So I got off to a phenomenal start 
beating Freddie that very tournament.  I won, he finished second, and it kind of went 
that way for the first few months.  And then I guess he realized it might not happen so 
he kind of gave up on his dream.  
 
Q.  The other thing was somebody was in here during the week and said that 
you were motivated by what happened at the British last year losing that playoff 
and also perhaps by not winning the Cup last year as close as you came 
against Kenny.  Were either of those motivating factors? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think everything is a motivating factor.  The biggest 
motivating factor is I want to become a better golfer still, and I talked about that or 
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touched on that briefly that I believe I can.  If I can improve just my putting a little bit, if 
I could be a half a stroke better a day or one stroke better just in putting, that would 
be phenomenal.  If my scoring average drops from 68 or 69 one lower, what would 
that do to my game? 
 
The British Senior Open loss last year just motivated me this year to maybe win this 
year because I love the links golf, it's one of my favorite ways to play golf, on links 
courses.  I was able to win at Carnoustie there a few years ago and came close last 
year, so it was phenomenal to play that well this year.   
 
What was the other factor you thought?  Oh, the Schwab Cup?  Well, of course 
everybody wants to win the Schwab Cup and it's never fun finishing second, let's put 
it that way, but second's better than third or fourth, it's not a bad thing.  But yes, we 
saw today the highlights of the Schwab Cup and I think nobody's ever won it more 
than twice.  Just shows that it's difficult to do because there's a lot of talent out here. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It could be one of the goals.  Next year I have to look at the 
season because I'm in the Masters next year, I'm in the British Open, and I'm in the 
PLAYERS Championship.  So those are three big events, tiring events that don't 
count for this tour.  So something has to give somewhere, and I think I want to play 
those events because it could be the last time I'm in them.  They're in special places, 
St. Andrews, Augusta, and the PLAYERS Championship is pretty unique itself.  I want 
to enjoy those events and have to work my schedule around those three events a 
little bit, so I might lose out on a couple of starts out here, but so be it.  If I play well 
enough, I might still have a shot at it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the other day and again today how you're at peace in your 
life and that that helps your golf.  Can you talk about the way in which that 
peace impacts on your game and more flesh out the details for us on that? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I'm in a great spot with my -- you know, I was going to 
say out there on the 18th, the prize giving, but I never had a chance, there's two 
relationships that impact my life greatly and my golfing life as well.  The first one is the 
relationship with my wife, our marriage, and relationship with my kids, that's one.  And 
then the relationship I have with God, the personal relationship I have there and the 
strength that I get out of that and the peace and the patience.  People say, well, he's 
incredibly patient or he has this inner strength, he has whatever, this determination.  
That's where it comes from, you know.  It's just reading the Bible and having 
fellowship with other believers and just knowing where I'm going, where I'm going to 
spend eternity and all that kind of stuff.  It just puts me at ease with life in general, 
with the pressures I'm facing, and again the relationship with my wife has been better 
than in many years and all that kind of reflects, I think you focus better, you're more 
relaxed at what you do. 
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Q.  What I was really going for was this discussion about faith that you got into 
here again.  For people who don't really understand that, can you give us a 
sense of the depth of that, how that relationship leads to that peace? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, that would take a while but I'll try and be short. 
 
It starts off knowing who is the Creator of the world and that he loved us so much that 
he sent his son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins, and when you realize how big 
and great that love is, then you try to love similar.  I try to love unconditionally.  I try to 
love my wife unconditionally and my kids and other people, and that's very difficult to 
do.  Whenever I have an issue, I call my spiritual mentor, the chaplain on the tour, 
and sometimes he puts me in my place and he says, You've got to love the way 
Jesus loves you.  It's like, uh-oh, there we go, unconditionally.  Just knowing I'm not 
scared of dying.  I remember the day 9/11 and it was a very sad day, horrific day, but 
people wouldn't get on an airplane for weeks and months.  It didn't bother me at all.  
He has my time in His hands.  When I say He, God.  He controls.  I might drive home 
tonight or get killed in a car crash, who knows what.  I'm not in control of anything, 
he's really in control of it all.  Understanding that, that frees me up, you know, 
because it's ultimately him.  So I try to live my life to an audience of one, not to please 
you, not to please the people out there.  I'm trying to please Him.  And if I please Him 
and live in His world, then life will be a whole lot better than if I'm trying to do what I 
think is my will and my plans.  He says my ways are far greater than yours, something 
like that.  I'm trying to quote a few scriptures here.  There's a lot more to it.  It says the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
and self control.  If you can do all that, you've got to live a great life.  Very satisfying 
life. 
 
Q.  Perfect, thank you. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Bernhard?  Bernhard, congratulations on a 
wonderful year.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you, appreciate it.  Thanks, too, for your hard work 
throughout the year.   
 


