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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KIRK TRIPLETT 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Kirk, birdie-eagle finish jumps you up to 11-under par and in the 

lead.  Quite a way to finish.  You also had six other birdies on the round.  Just talk about your 

day overall and maybe go into the details on the birdies and eagle at the end. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I think the conditions were a little different from yesterday, a little 

softer, so personally I felt you could be a little more aggressive.  There was a little less runout 

on the iron shots.  You know, some of the holes played pretty short yesterday, a little bit 

longer today.  I think the course was similar to how it played the last two years, so I think in 

some ways it was more familiar to me, I guess that's the best way to put it. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Details on the birdies and the eagle? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  No. 1 I hit a 9-iron about 15 feet short of the hole, made it.  That was a 

nice way to start the day.  No. 6 I hit a 7-iron about eight feet from the hole, made that.  No. 9 

I hit -- man, what did I hit?  It can be hard on this Champions Tour going through these front 

nine shots.  I hit an 8-iron to 10 feet left of the hole, made it.  No. 10 I hit a pitching wedge 

about six feet.  No. 11 I hit a 6-iron about 15 feet.  No. 13 I hit a 9-iron about 10 feet.  No. 17 I 

hit a 3-wood on the green, two-putted for birdie. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  About how far? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Oh, 40 feet right under the tier.  And 18, 143-yard 8-iron, kaplink, right in 

the hole.  So you can't see it, you know, the pin is down in that bowl in the back there.  I was 

trying to land it right on the top tier and have it roll down to the bottom and it hit just on the 

downslope.  Fortunately it was a little bit softer.  If that had been yesterday, I think it would 

have gone off the back probably. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Your second lowest round on the Champions Tour, you match the 

lowest second round score in the history of the tournament.  You were second going into the 

final round last year and had a good finish.  Any thoughts about why you play Prestonwood 

pretty good? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  I like the bentgrass greens and the softness of them.  They're not so soft 

that the ball backs up.  You always have that three to five to seven yard forward bounce and I 

think I'm comfortable playing that kind of golf.  I play on a lot of bermuda at home and I grew 

up putting bentgrass greens, so I think it's a nice combination for me.  The course fits my eye, 

I feel like I can hit some nice fades off some of the trouble that's out there.  I didn't play very 

well the first year I was here, but I felt like I played very well last year and I certainly felt what 

it was like to do well and be in contention and kind of have good rounds all week so just kind 

of carried that with me.  A little bit of a slow start yesterday but I felt like I played okay.  I had 

some funny things happen, gave one back at the end, but I really felt good coming into 
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today's round. 

 

Q.  Eagle on the last hole on the second-to-last day of the tournament, what does 

that -- 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, it makes me 11-under instead of 10-under.  Those shots, they're 

luck.  I hit a really nice shot, hit it right at the hole, but it could just as easily be 15 feet by or 

15 feet short.  To get a birdie is nice and gives you some momentum birdieing 17 and 18.  I 

bogeyed 18 yesterday, but to get an eagle, that's even one step better.  I think the biggest 

thing and the most obvious thing is right now it puts me in the lead.   

 

Now, I don't know what these guys are going to do coming in.  They could certainly -- the pins 

are accessible on 16, 17 and 18 they can certainly catch me or go ahead of me, but it gets 

you one shot farther ahead of that group, right?  There's always a pack.  It's kind of like the 

Tour de France, the peloton.  There's 10 or 12 guys in there at probably 6, 5, 7-under and 

you want to get ahead of the pack because the pack doesn't end up usually competing for the 

tournament.  Some guys come out of the pack to try to win the tournament.  So your goal is to 

kind of stay ahead of the pack and see if you can win the tournament. 

 

Q.  If the lead does hold up today, what's your thought process going into tomorrow's 

round? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, we play so much golf, I just do what I always do.  I'll come out here 

and I'll have my same breakfast and I'll do my same warmup and I'll say all the same things 

to you guys and I'll call my wife at the same time and I'll do my laundry and pack.  So there's 

a real routine to it that whether you're in the first group or fifth group, it just doesn't change 

very much.  Some guys I think maybe try and change their mindset a little bit, but I don't 

know, I feel like I always try to kind of play the same.  I try and hit the shots when I see that I 

can be aggressive, I try and be aggressive.  When I feel like oh, there's some danger up 

there, I try and play conservative.  My job as a player is to play that way whether I'm in first 

place or 31st place.  I don't always do it, right, but that's your goal.  You make the game more 

of a reflex type of game instead of oh, this is the situation, I've got to hit this shot or I've got to 

do it this way, or since I'm in the lead.  The course and the conditions should dictate your 

shots, not where you are in the field.  Easy to say. 

 

Q.  I imagine the course and conditions will dictate everything.  With more weather 

expected tonight, do you expect someone to shoot very low tomorrow to be able to 

win this tournament? 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  You know, I'm not a guy that goes out there and looks at the weather and 

what's coming.  I heard lots of people today say it's going to be cold and windier tomorrow.  

You just have to adapt.  We all know when we come out here and warm up, we know how the 

course is going to be playing.  I knew today when we were warming up.  You know, it was a 

little bit breezy but the wind's blowing the right direction to where I thought the course was 

certainly, you were seeing some guys 3- and 4-under after six, seven, eight holes.  So you 
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knew that a nice round out there today was 66, 67.  You knew there would be a low one or 

two as well.  I think that kind of takes care of itself early in the round.  On the range tomorrow 

you get a feel for hey, you know what, 2-under's a good score today, or hey, we've got to 

keep going. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else?  Kirk, good luck tomorrow.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


