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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAUL GOYDOS 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Paul, 67 today, you finish with three straight birdies and get in 

two off Kirk's lead, but just a few thoughts about your round today. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, I got off to a slow start, I flew it in the lake off the first tee.  I really 

played pretty good yesterday, I hit a lot of fairways and most of the greens and had a pretty 

good warmup session, and the first hole you fly it 40 yards offline into a lake, it's a little bit of 

a at least a wake-up call.  But I make bad swings all the time, I've been doing that for 30 

years.  Just kind of hung in there and made a couple of nice birdies on 6 and 7, hit a 10-footer 

and an eight-footer and was playing pretty solidly.  Had a good two-putt par on 8 and made a 

six-footer for birdie on 9, so things are going pretty good.   

 

It's funny how golf is, on 10 I hit a perfect tee shot, I thought was a perfect second shot with a 

7-iron and it flew 10 yards farther than we were trying to the back of the green.  I two-putted, 

but from that point on I kind of -- it's funny, things just kind of didn't feel right.  I hit a bad iron 

shot on 11, made par.  Just kind of butchered it around No. 12, which is a strange hole, and 

made par.  No. 13 I've got a 10-footer for birdie that I knocked five feet by and I make it.  No. 

14 I've got a 35-footer for birdie that I leave 10 feet short and I make it.  I'm just kind of 

discombobulated at this point trying to get it in the house.  No. 16, the wind had switched a 

little bit, probably more into the wind yesterday definitely and probably even more this 

morning, but when we got there it was cross and that lake's less of an issue when the wind's 

not herding.  I didn't hit a good tee shot but I got it up the right side.  Yesterday I hit driver, 

5-iron.  Today I hit an okay drive and I hit 9-iron to about three feet or even less than that 

maybe, but I still was kind of out of sorts.  No. 17 I hit probably the worst drive I've hit on my 

Champions Tour career.  I don't even think it carried the water by very much.  It just stayed 

up in the rough, in the short left rough.  Caught an okay lie and hit a 4-wood up about 

60 yards short of the green.  Hit a pretty good pitch, stopped short and made a 12-footer.  It's 

just funny how golf is, yesterday I made eagle there.  Every shot I hit yesterday was better 

than the three shots I hit on 17 and I still made four.  So 18 I said, you know, I've been kind of 

missing everything left so I'm not going to miss it left.  Again, the wind difference, probably 

not really herding, it's probably just hooking.  I hit a pretty good tee shot, made a good swing 

there and I thought I hit it in the bunker but I guess it carried the bunker pretty easily and got 

way down there where I could hit wedge.  I hit wedge eight feet by the hole and made it.  

Yesterday I hit a good drive and a 5-iron, so that difference in wind direction of about 

30 degrees makes a big difference on how this golf course plays, especially coming down the 

stretch. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You won last month in Hawaii and you've had some good finishes 

since then.  You're getting comfortable out here, right?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, yeah.  It's golf.  I'm trying to get comfortable with my game and 
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myself and my putting and everything else more so than necessarily the tournament or 

whatever.  Yeah, it's comfortable.  It's nice to be -- they talk about how it's -- they use the 

word mellower or calm.  The reality is there's just one generation of players.  I did play with 

Hale, who's 19 years older than me today. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Have you ever played with him before?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I have played with Hale before, it's been a while.  I played with Larry this 

year in Hawaii first round.  So it's just that you're with your peers.  You're out on the PGA 

TOUR and I didn't recognize half the guys.  I looked at the scores from Fry's yesterday and I 

didn't recognize half the names on the leaderboard, so I think it's a comfortable place to be. 

 

Q.  You talked about the first hole.  Are you usually good at recovering from bad 

omens?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No. 

 

Q.  What made the difference today? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, I was playing good.  I felt I had a good warmup session and I think I 

only missed one green yesterday.  Other than a few holes, I played pretty well at Pebble 

Beach and I obviously played well in Hawaii, so my game was in pretty good shape.  A lot of 

times it's easier to recover when you know things are going well.  If you're only making two 

birdies a round or one birdie a round and you hit it in the lake on the first hole -- it's funny, I 

made six birdies after bogeying the first hole.  I think patience is borne out of good play in a 

sense.  It's kind -- it's a little bit of a chicken and egg issue but the reality is I've been more 

patient because I'm playing better and I think good things are happening.  I made a good 

swing on 2 and hit a good iron shot, hit a pretty good putt but it didn't go in but I played that 

hole very well and just keep playing.  It is only Saturday on the first hole.  We're not even 

halfway through the tournament yet, just kind of keep playing.  

 

Q.  Heading into tomorrow's round, what's going to be your thought process? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Same as every other, just prepare to play the best you can.  I played with 

Kirk the first round.  I don't know where I stand. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Tied for second, you and Lehman. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Me and Lehman and Kirk in the last group.  I've known Tom since we 

played the Hogan Tour together in '92.  His girls are about the same age as my girls.  I played 

with Kirk my whole tour career and he played at Reno when I was at Long Beach State, plus I 

played with him on Friday, yesterday.  You go out and play.  I think the wind is supposed to 

turn around, it's supposed to be cooler tomorrow, so you're going to be probably be hitting 

different clubs on different holes.  You hit the downwind holes like 1 and 2 with a 3- or 

4-wood.  Tomorrow those holes might be driver.  You just go out and play.  My first event I 
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shot -- at 3M I shot 67, I was pretty happy.  I really hadn't played well all year, didn't make a 

bogey.  I'm walking through the clubhouse and Kenny Perry, who ends up winning the 

tournament, he goes, Nice playing but keep that pedal down.  You know 5-under's a nice 

score but you need to make a lot more birdies than that.  I've got a feeling tomorrow you're 

going to have to, you know, you're going to have to go low and make a lot of birdies. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else?  Good luck tomorrow.  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Thanks.   
 
 


