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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   FRED FUNK 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Fred Funk into the interview room at the SAS 

Championship.  Fred, shot an 8-under 64 and you're currently tied for second.  Take 

us through your day.  
 

FRED FUNK:  Made probably one of my better up-and-downs ever on the 6th hole 
after one of the worst iron shots, probably one of the best chip shots I've ever had to 

save par.  Then I made a long one on 7, but overall it's just a good solid round.  Made 

some nice putts.  I had a few more opportunities I could have made, but can't make 
them all.  Like to.  I think I missed three chances that I really had other than three that 

I could have made.  So what do you need to know? 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just details on the birdies starting on 4. 

 
FRED FUNK:  Oh, 4, yeah.  I hit a 5-iron in there.  It was playing straight into the 

wind.  I hit it in there about 8 feet, made that so that was nice.  And then was that 4?  
Yeah, then 5's up the hill.  Then 6 was a really good up-and-down.  Then 7 I made a 

30-footer for birdie.  Then 9, 15-footer.  No. 10, I missed about a seven, eight-footer.  
Then knocked it about three inches on 11. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  With? 
 

FRED FUNK:  6-iron.  And then 12 I made about a 10-footer for birdie.  Then next 
hole I made about a 25-footer.  Then 16 I made a 25-footer and 17 I made about a 

five footer.  And then 18 was really a good up-and-down after hitting a 6-iron that was 

50 yards short of the pin, I hit it so fat.  I was going to punch it in.  At the last second I 
said no, don't -- and it was too late.  Too many thoughts going on in my head on that 

one. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We had 7/10th of an inch of rain and we played lift-clean.  Just 
the difference in the course.  Did it dry out at all?  

 

FRED FUNK:  No, it was really, really, really good.  There really wasn't any issues 
with the mud on the ball or anything until 9.  No. 9 had some wet spots, you know 

how you see the wash of the grass clippings and everything.  And then there's a 
couple more wet ones on the back nine.  Back nine was more noticeably wet in the 

fairways but it was great.  How much rain did we get? 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  7/10s. 

 
FRED FUNK:  Oh, pretty good, so it was in great shape.  Just the greens spike up a 
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little more just because they got a little softer I think, but they're in really good shape, 

too. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Questions?    
 

Q.  What was your thought process going into today's round after yesterday? 

 
FRED FUNK:  Well, yesterday I really wasn't feeling good.  I was lucky -- I don't even 

want to get into that.  Yesterday I just didn't play that good.  I'm not going to put my 
physical ailments on what I was feeling yesterday, so just wasn't a solid yesterday.  I 

was struggling to even hit the golf ball yesterday.  Today I was feeling a lot better and 
was able to swing at it, so picked up about 30 yards on my own driver. 

 

Q.  So when you have a run like you did on the last two-thirds of the course 
today, is it adrenaline?  What's it feel like when that's happening? 

 
FRED FUNK:  No, it just kind of happens, you can't force it.  I made a really nice save 

on 6 and a long putt on 7 and then all of a sudden I made a pretty difficult putt that 

wasn't that long on 9, but it was a big breaker and then I was thinking I could really 
get this thing going when I hit it close on 10.  I missed it and then I almost aced 11 

and 12.  No. 13, I went okay, now I've got it going again.  So I was trying to birdie 
every hole, but -- and I was trying to birdie every hole anyway, but all of a sudden I 

was 6-under I think for the day.  Then I made another long one on 16 and that one 
was one of those if it didn't hit the hole, it's see ya.  It could have been a two-shot 

swinger on that one.  And then I made a nice up-and-down on 17 to make that birdie, 

then a great up-and-down to save par on 18 after the debacle second shot.  So, you 
know, I was just trying to hit each shot the best I could hit it, and then wherever it 

ends up, try to hit that the best I can hit it.  Just trying to do that basically. 
 

Q.  What did you learn about the course yesterday that you took into today? 

 
FRED FUNK:  I know the golf course, so it's not an issue.  It played a little softer, the 

fairways aren't running quite as hard as they were yesterday, and the wind difference, 
the little bit of wind difference made a big difference.  Like on 1, the par 5 yesterday, I 

think everybody was getting home and I'm sure a lot of guys were still getting home 
today, but the wind shifted from straight down to a little out of the left and more 

crosswind, and the fairways being a little softer, it made it more of an issue to get 

home.  The long hitters will still get home no problem, but that was a true layup hole 
today for me.  So that played a lot different.  But overall, you know, the golf course, 

there are certain holes that are really, really good holes that you know you can try to 
get by.  No. 1 right out of the gate's a tricky hole, but then I always look at No. 9 as 

another little tricky hole and then 14's a heck of a hole, that dogleg right around the 

lake.  It's not that hard a tee shot but the second shot, today the pin was back, you've 
got a lot of tiers on the green and you want to be on the right level, so it's a tough hole 

there.  With the greens have a little bit of movement on it, it's a lot easier.  You can 
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get it going if you're hitting your irons at the right distance where you can get it on the 

same level the pin's on and then you can go -- that's when you can go low here.  I 
don't want to compare it to Augusta, but at Augusta it's so important to be where the 

pin is and try to make it from there.  If you're not, you're kind of on defense the whole 
time. 

 

Q.  So two of our golf professionals here at Prestonwood teed off yesterday at 
5:00 p.m. and they're playing a 24-hour golf marathon on the Fairways course 
to benefit the Folds of Honor Foundation, which is military families.  Have you 
ever played 24 hours of golf?    
 
FRED FUNK:  No. 

 

Q.  Can you imagine what the -- 
 

FRED FUNK:  No, I can't imagine going 24 hours, that's amazing. 
 

Q.  Do you have any passion about military families that you can share?  
 
FRED FUNK:  My whole passion is the military.  I do everything I can to raise 

awareness, raise money and whatever for our military.  I do a lot of things for Families 
of the Fallen, with the Seals, Wounded Warriors, you name it.  Probably 80, 

90 percent of the special tournaments I do off tour is for the military.  I love our 
military.  I think they're our true heroes.  They're our real heroes, not our athletes and 

not our actors, not our people in the business world that everybody looks up to.  I 

think it's our military.  They're the ones that sacrifice and pay the ultimate price.  I 
can't love the military any more than I do and I can't do enough for them.  I just want 

to do so much for them.  What little I can do, it's great.  We just need to really love our 
military. 

 

Q.  So they'll be finishing up on 18 as the last group comes through about 
5:00 tonight, but they played through the night and it was incredible.  
 
FRED FUNK:  Wow, that's amazing.  I hope they get a lot of publicity for that because 

that's really, really good.  Just two of them?  
 

Q.  Just two.  They had other people join them throughout the night, but they're 
the only two.  
 

FRED FUNK:  They're going to be some tired dudes right there, I'll tell you that.  
That's amazing.  Through that storm and lightning and everything?   

 

Q.  Yeah.   
 

FRED FUNK:  That probably wasn't that smart.    
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Q.  No, it's not smart, but they had a meteorologist that was with them and kind 
of guided them.    
 
FRED FUNK:  Check the lightning guide?  Yeah, a lot of times the first bolt's right on 

your head.  I've had that happen before on the golf course.  They don't blow the horn 

and all of a sudden the first bolt hits the golf course somewhere.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Fred?  Fred, good luck tomorrow.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


