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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Tom, you and Hale had some fun out there and you come away with a 

5-under 67 and you're one off the lead after round one.  You made four birdies in a row there 

after you made the turn and got around in 5-under.  Just a couple thoughts about the day. 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, it was fun playing with Hale, so I'll start with that.  He played extremely 

well from the start.  He only really hit one bad shot, he hit a shot that leaked out right on the 

17th hole, which was the 8th hole, and it rolled off the green into the water so he made 

double.  I think sometimes when you play with a guy who's playing well like that, it's really 

beneficial to see a guy hitting it close and making birdies, kind of gets me more in an 

aggressive mode and as a result I felt like I kind of drafted off of him a little bit and played 

really well and had a good score. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you just go through the round?  We heard you comment briefly on 

TV you made nothing for the first eight.   

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, first eight holes I hit it pretty well, hit a couple of really great putts that 

didn't go in, but a lot of nothing.  Then I ended up hitting a good shot and a good putt into the 

18th hole, which is our ninth, and made about a 15-footer for birdie.  The second hole, 

pitching wedge into that one and made maybe about a 10-footer for birdie, then the next hole 

a 30-footer for birdie, then the next hole was about an eight-footer for birdie, and the next 

hole was about an 18-footer for birdie.  Then the next hole I bogeyed with what I thought was 

my best iron shot of the day, hit a beautiful 6-iron that landed right in back of the hole, literally 

five feet right in back of the hole, high and soft fighting the wind, and it took this huge bounce 

over the green, made bogey.  I don't know how that happened but it did.  Then made about a 

35-footer for birdie on the next hole, the par 5 No. 7, and then parred out from there. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Questions? 

 

Q.  What was working best for you today?  

 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know what, I'm not sure what people say about this course but I think 

hitting it in the fairway is a really important part of the equation and I drove it in the fairway a 

lot.  Once you drive it in the fairway, you can get aggressive and start attacking the pins.  The 

pins actually were in pretty good spots today.  They were a little bit more to the edges than a 

lot of times that I've seen on this tour.  I was a little bit surprised at how aggressive.  I mean, 

three steps off the edges in places, which as I say is unusual on this tour. 

 

Q.  Boros is the clubhouse leader right now, the guy's coming in here at 50.  What is 

the perspective that you see when you're all of a sudden playing on a different tour?  

 

TOM LEHMAN:  The 50-year old?  
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Q.  Sometimes it's like being shot out of a cannon. 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, I think this tour is so different in so many ways.  It's not nearly as 

big a production, so I think the first thing you're hit with is the fact that there's not 40,000 

people out here every day watching and there's not this whole hoopla that you have on the 

PGA TOUR, so it's different in that way. 

 

The competition is great, and so I think when you start getting inside the ropes and playing 

and then you understand what this tour is really all about, I think my next thought was these 

guys really can still play.  There's a lot of really great players that still shoot low scores.   

 

And then the third one is the tour is more of a family type feeling.  Between sponsors and the 

players and the staff, it just feels like it's a really close-knit bunch and the tournaments are 

way more intimate and I think we all love being here in Raleigh is fantastic.  We've got a great 

sponsor, a great golf club and a great town with a good crowd that shows up and it's just a 

really nice feel.  It's a real genuine competition and it feels good. 

 

Q.  It kind of returns you to the reasons you played golf in the first place? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, there's still money involved obviously and there's still a lot of it.  

However, it's more about playing for the trophy and more about playing because you love the 

game and you're always faced with the older you get, do I give it up, do I retire, do I quit?  

The decision that always to me makes the decision for you is hey, I still love to play, I love the 

game, I love to compete and I think that love for the game is the kind of way we all started, 

like you said, and that's part of the reason why I like it so much. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I think we're done.  Good luck tomorrow. 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you. 

 


