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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MARCO DAWSON 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Marco, 5-under par 67, finishing in the last group of the day, you're one 

back after round one but a good start to the SAS Championship.  Just a couple comments 

about your round and then take us through your birdies and your eagle. 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  Yeah, I obviously played well.  I drove it well again, which what I thought 

I drove it well, and I putted for the most part well, especially since the greens were chewed up 

being in the last group.  You're playing behind everybody, especially on that second nine.  

You know, I hit a lot of good shots.  I think there was only a couple of stray shots.  Then on 

17, you know, just got a just a crap break is what it was up against the lip there.  Not much of 

a shot.  If it was six inches farther away from where it was, it would have been fine.  Anyway, 

finished off the last hole pretty good.  It was kind of tough to judge the wind at times.  Nos. 16 

and 18, they had some good pins where if you were short you were coming back, if you were 

long you were going farther.  But for the most part I judged the wind pretty good today. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just take us through the round? 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  3-wood on 2, hit a pitching wedge to about, I don't know, 10, 12 feet.  

And then on 4 I hit a good drive and hit a 7-iron to about, I don't know, 13, 14 feet past the 

hole.  And then 7 -- do you want bogeys, too? 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Yeah. 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  Bogey on 6.  I hit a good drive but it went through the fairway and hit a 

flyer over the green.  That's probably one of the toughest fairways to hit out here.  There's two 

or three of the fairways that you really have to hit a cut, you have to hit a cut to keep the ball 

in the fairway and that's one of them and the other one is 14 and the other one is 18.  I did it 

really well on 14 and 18, I hit it straight on 6, it just went through, I caught a bad lie, hit it over 

the green.  Anyway, then I birdied 7, hit it in two, driver, 3-wood.  Hit a great 7-iron on 8 to 

about three feet.  Then on 12 I hit a real good drive and a 5-iron to about, I don't know, eight 

feet, seven, eight feet.  And then 13 I hit a good tee shot and a pitching wedge to about 

10 feet.  I missed about a three-footer on 14 for birdie.  15, 16, 17.  Well, 17 I left it in the 

bunker after a tough shot and then hit it out pretty good, just missed the putt though, so that 

was it. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just quickly catch Mike up on your year out here on the Champions 

Tour.  You came out, you were not exempt and you played yourself into position. 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  Yeah, I started out in Naples -- well, I started the first one, what was that 

first one in Florida?  Allianz, I just missed the qualifier by two shots there.  Then I think I won 

the qualifier the next week and played okay, I had one bad round and then qualified for 

Atlanta, finished 18th there I think, something like that.  That made enough to get into the 
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Regions apparently, so I got up there and I finished 9th.  Then I got into the Senior PGA 

because I had enough current money to get in that and finished 9th.  Then I had enough 

money to get in the Senior Open over in Wales and finished 39th I think, something like that.  

Then the Senior U.S. Open, had a chance to win and finished 5th.  Then came back, well, 

came back from Wales, the Senior Open over there, and finished third in Minnesota.  Was 

there a week off after that? 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  There was, and then we went to Dick's, I think. 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  So I top 10'ed there and that got me into Dick's, so I finished -- what did 

I finish there, third, tied for third?  I don't know.  I had like a third, fourth and a fifth in a row at 

the Dick's, the Boeing -- oh, the third, fourth and fifth was Minnesota, Dick's, Boeing.  

 

Q.  I guess you never know until the tournament's over what shot may win it or lose it, 

but one off the pace the first day, is that a great position to be in? 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  Oh, yeah, great position, I'm not disappointed in that at all.  Thinking 

about it on 18, okay, well, you know, I'm one shot back now instead of tied, but it's a good 

start, I can't complain about that.  It's going to happen, it's going to happen to everybody.  

Guy played well, he's a young 50.  You know, it just depends on the wind.  Guy and I grew up 

in south Florida so we're used to the bermuda and bermuda rough.  Although these are not 

bermuda greens, you get the speed and you can make some putts.  If your speed's good, 

you're going to make some putts, you're always going to be around the hole. 

 

Q.  Anything in particular going to be better for you the next couple days? 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  You know, I don't think so.  I actually managed my game really well 

around the course.  I hit the right shots when I needed to.  I think I pulled the right clubs.  I 

didn't hit any foul balls, I didn't hit any that were way long or way short.  I didn't really hit any 

bad putts.  You always misread, and like I said, the greens are bumpy enough that you could 

hit a good putt and it bounces offline because there's just so much foot traffic on there, 

especially this time of day.  You go out there and you look at the greens, you can see all the 

footprints from the day on the greens. 

 

Q.  Three times 67 wins.  

 

MARCO DAWSON:  It does?  Well, that would be great, I would love that.  I've had some 

pretty decent chances this year, so just a couple fewer mistakes, I guess, and that would 

have been the difference.  So I'm going to try and manage the game the same way, try and 

pull the right club, don't get ahead of myself.  There was one thing that I remember, I played 

nine holes with Andy Bean and I just noticed and him telling me that you don't want to go over 

this green.  So for the most part there were a lot of greens you didn't want to go over or some 

of them miss left to right because there's really not a lot of rough around the greens so it will 

roll way away from the green.  So if you're better off not going for a pin, just hit to the middle 

of the green and try to make your putt there.  If you miss some of these greens, you could be 



 

tee-scripts.com 
   

3 

30 yards over or 30 yards left to right and just barely miss that green. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Good luck tomorrow. 

 

MARCO DAWSON:  All right, appreciate it.   
 
 


