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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We welcome Kenny Perry into the interview room this 

afternoon.   
 

Kenny, your first Champions Tour victory was here, you come back after a significant 

break having last played at the PGA Championship.  Just a few thoughts about your 
season thus far, multiple wins again, and your break and coming back to play the 

stretch run here. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, it's been another great season for me.  To win another major, 
to win the Regions Tradition and then to win the 3M, that's kind of what caused me to 

take my break.  I've played 18 holes in the last two months.  I put my clubs away, I 

didn't even hit balls or anything.  I took my grandkids to Disney World, did a little 
racing, actually enjoyed life.  I've never done that in 30 years on playing the PGA 

TOUR, Champions Tour.  I've never had a significant break completely away from the 
game of golf and it was enlightening, to tell you the truth.  It made me realize what I 

had sacrificed over all these years to try to be competitive out here.   

 
So, excited to be back.  Was able to win here in '11.  That's the day my sister passed 

away on Sunday of that week, that was pretty emotional for me.  But it's good to be 
back.  This is what I do.  I'm looking forward to the next four weeks.  I'm going to play 

Hickory and defend at AT&T and then the Schwab finals.  I know I'm too far back to 

catch Bernhard, but I would like to -- I tell Colin that I'm a blocker for him so maybe I 
can help hold him off a little bit so he can have a shot at winning it. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Maybe before we go to questions, can you talk about sort of 

being the defending champion in the Schwab Cup this year, added attention on you 
being the Schwab Cup guy and if you did anything with your money that you got last 

year. 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, I haven't received any of it yet. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Well, if you've got plans. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Actually, Phil, I haven't really thought about that yet.  I don't even 
know when I'm going to start getting the money.  We have talked about some 

charities to do something with it, but at this point since I haven't seen anything I 
haven't really put forth the effort to put it anywhere.  Don't know at this point what I'm 

going to do with it.   
 

To be the champ was incredible for me to finally end up on top.  I led the FedEx Cup 
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one year and was not able to win that championship on the PGA TOUR.  Going into 

the FedEx finals there, I had the lead.  So I've had my opportunities and then to finally 
break through last year and hold Bernhard off, that man's amazing.  He's just 

persistent.  If you beat that guy, you beat a great player.  I was able to win the AT&T 
last year and hold him off and be able to win the Cup.  It was an honor for me 

because these are the guys I grew up against, I've thought about playing against, I 

wanted to beat, I wanted to compete against.  These are the guys I looked up to in my 
generation and they were pretty hard on me on the PGA TOUR.  I didn't have much 

success against them.  Then to finally at age 53 or whatever I was last year to come 
out on top, it was a pretty gratifying feeling to be able to hold that trophy and finally do 

it.  That was one of the greatest accomplishments in my career.  I mean, I won 14 
times on the PGA TOUR, had a chance to win the Masters and the PGA and couldn't 

get it done, didn't get the FedEx Cup done, but I have won three majors on the 

Champions Tour and I won the Cup, so a lot of great things has happened for me 
since I joined the Champions Tour. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Questions? 

 

Q.  How much of a psychological help is it to come somewhere you've already 
won? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  It's always a huge help because you reminisce, you think about the 

shots you hit, you know the golf course sets up pretty good to you.  To me it's a very 
eye appealing golf course.  I don't feel very claustrophobic on any of the tee shots.  

The greens are great.  This is a great facility, it's a great place for Champions Tour 

players and the tour to be at.  They treat you great here, great clubhouse, the staff 
here is outstanding.  So to me it's just a great place to come hang out for a week and 

play a great golf course.  I've always enjoyed playing here, so it's very comforting. 
 

Q.  What's the keys to winning here this week? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  You know, it's a totally different golf course.  The last few years we 

played under very wet, rainy, mucky conditions where this year it's very firm, very 
fast.  It's going to be a very different kind of score.  I think it's going to be, the scoring 

will be about the same but I think more guys will have a chance to win this year.  I 
think length was a huge advantage the last couple years but I don't think length is 

much of an advantage this year because the ball's going so far.  I think a lot of your 

shorter hitters are going to have -- are just going to be, they'll be in play this week as 
well as the big hitters so I think it's going to be a pretty equal playing field. 

 
Q.  Did you always plan for that time off, or did it inaudible)? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I did.  I was only going to take a couple weeks and it was funny 
how I did that.  I called and withdrew, I called and withdrew from two more, and after I 

got in the middle of that I called and withdrew again from the next two.  It was funny 
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how I just kept pushing it off, pushing it off, pushing it off, and I just kept doing more 

and more stuff.  It was funny, I worked harder those two months than I've ever 
worked.  I mean, it's more of a vacation coming out here and playing than what I did.  

I was up at 6:00 every day, I hired a trainer, I worked out every day for two months, 
and then it was either working on my cars or being with the grandkids or my kids.  I've 

got two of my kids live near me with the two grandkids and then my youngest 

daughter lives in Dallas.  She's expecting in February, so I've got another one 
coming.  So we spent a lot of family time, we went to Disney, we went to the lake 

house, we were always doing a lot of functions together and outings.  The time went 
by, I couldn't believe how fast it went by.  I really can't believe I'm already having to 

play again.  I was very disappointed about coming back.  Nothing against the 
tournament, I couldn't believe my two months was up already. 

 

Q.  Do you lose any muscle memory during that time? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Oh, definitely, yeah.  I played two rounds of golf, I played here on 
Tuesday and today and I'm sore.  I'm hitting shots I don't normally hit.  So yeah, my 

swing's a little out of sync and there's a lot of things I'm going to have to -- I told my 

wife these first two weeks are kind of a, you know, kind of get the feel back, get going 
again, kind of get in the swing of things and hopefully by AT&T I'll be more 

competitive in San Antonio and hopefully get ready for the Schwab.  I would like to 
win there.  I've got a house there in Grayhawk in Scottsdale, so I would like to win 

there in Phoenix. 
 

Q.  You're the only thing standing between the Champions Tour and the 
European sweep of the majors right now (inaudible.) Frustrating to you what a 
good summer it's been for the Europeans? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, I don't think it's frustrating.  I know how good of players are 

guys our.  It's a global tour now.  You've got Koreans are playing great, Japan, China, 

you've got Australians, you've got South America.  I mean, the whole world has 
gotten better, they caught up to us.  We dominated for the longest time and now you 

can look at the top 15 in the Sony rankings and we don't dominate like we used to.  
Their quality of play is outstanding and they are great players.  We have got to step 

up our game if we're going to compete again.  
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Kenny?  Short and sweet.  All good. 
 


