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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just a few thoughts about coming back to Prestonwood for the 
SAS Championship.  You finished tied for 18th here last year. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, delighted that we're here again and I look forward to 
these last four events.  Well, three of which I've played in before and the Charles 
Schwab Cup I missed out on last year mainly because I turned 50 in late June.  So 
delighted that I've got these last four events to play in and looking forward to the 
challenge of it really.  Trying to be diplomatic here, but yeah, I've got a lot to do to 
catch Bernhard.  It will be difficult to catch Bernhard without him playing.  He's 
unfortunately playing as well.  I'm playing with him tomorrow which should be 
interesting.  I've got to win at least two of these out of these next four.  I think I've got 
to win two, which includes the last one because it's double points, the Charles 
Schwab Cup.  So if I can win one beforehand and then win the Charles Schwab Cup, 
I've got half a chance and that's the goal, so we will see.  If it starts here, all the 
better, so I look forward to it. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Colin, basically sort of recap your year.  It's been really 
fantastic with two majors, hasn't it?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, yeah, I had a series of Top 10s to start the year and 
then finally came up trumps at the U.S. Senior PGA and fabulous there.  And then 
really from there I gained the confidence knowing I can do this and came back and 
did, you know, managed to win in a playoff this time in Oklahoma starting 4 behind 
the lead, so that was great.  And then went back to Europe and won a couple in a row 
there at Woburn in England and then in Russia on the European Seniors Tour.  So 
yeah, it's been a super year.  I've won four times and I look forward to trying to 
continue that success, and if not, do as well as possible. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you maybe give us an idea, I asked Bernhard this, what 
you did during your little break away from the Champions Tour?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, yeah, won two tournaments, which was fine.  More 
than he can say.  I try anything with Bernhard, okay, I try anything, anything I can get 
ahead of him. 
 
I went to New Delhi in India for four days for some corporate work.  Then of course 
came back in time, just in time for the Ryder Cup commentary and I was 
commentating on Sky Sports for that.  That was interesting as well.  And then out 
here really.  I played in the Dunhill Links Championship last week with Mr. Jerry Yang, 
who founded Yahoo, so that was interesting.  And been very, very busy, very busy 
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corporately and otherwise.  So we traveled all over the place.  I've been all over 
Europe, five countries in Europe during that time as well, so I haven't just been away, 
I've been doing things, yeah, yeah.  Keeping my (inaudible,) see what happens. 
 
Q.  What should be the keys to victory on the course this week? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Knowing the course as I do, it played very differently last 
year than it will this.  I know we've got rain forecast, I believe showers Saturday, 
Sunday, so it should soften up.  But it's much firmer this year than it was last.  The 
greens are firmer as well so it will play very different.  Sometimes a firmer course 
plays harder scoring wise, but I think around here if you can drive the ball, and it's the 
same anywhere really, if you drive the ball well, you give yourself opportunities to 
score.  From the fairway, you can hit the greens and then you've got a chance.  It 
doesn't matter if the rough is light or whatever, bunkers off the fairway, tee shots, you 
can't expect to hit the ball as close as you would normally.  So on the fairways 
number one, and you have to be driving the ball quite well so therefore have 
confidence. 
 
Q.  Touched on it briefly with traveling around and everything.  What's your life 
like in golf now and what's your personal life like as far as how much fun are 
you having, that type of thing? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, it's a balance, isn't it?  You've got to -- there's balls 
juggling in the air and as long as you don't drop the family one, you're okay.  I'm 
busier now than I've ever been.  When I was 49 I was a member of one tour, the 
European Tour, and when I turned 50 I suddenly became a member of three tours, 
the European Senior Tour, the Champions Tour and also the European Tour still, so 
it's become busier.  I'm playing more golf than I used to.  I used to play 24, say 22 
tournaments a year, now I'm well above 30, so it's busier that way.  Corporately it's 
busy, I enjoy that work.  Golf course design work, family, everything else involved and 
the travel back and forth as well.  It's not just coming over here, but it's the day to get 
here, the day to get home again.  So every time I play an event, it's taking two more 
days for me to do it.  Commuting to work from Scotland over here isn't the best, to be 
honest; it's a rather long commute.  We have a 14-year old daughter at school still, 
high school, so that's our youngest.  It's difficult for the wife, as we know, the mother 
to travel, so we do our best, but for the next four years I'll be commuting at least back 
and forth.  It does take its time, it takes its toll.  I'm pretty tired but at the same time 
got the competitive streak about to try and get as close to Bernhard Langer as 
possible.  But he's had an incredible year and all credit to him for that.  I've had a 
good year and I'm still two wins behind him so that proves how well he's done. 
 
Q.  One follow up, this may sound like a silly question but are you a better 
golfer now? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  That's a very good question.  People ask me that and I 
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really do feel from about 200 yards in I'm as good as I was.  My iron play's as good as 
it was, my short game's as good and I'm holing out quite well.  What I did do is hit 
every fairway in the '90s when I was No. 2 in the world, I used to hit most fairways.  I 
don't hit as many fairways.  I think I'm trying to hit the ball too hard to be honest, and if 
I can swing the club easier off the tee and hit more fairways, I would do better.  It's 
not far short of where it was in the '90s to be honest, which I'm very fortunate to say, 
yeah. 
 
Q.  I don't imagine you have any explanation for the summer that the Europeans 
have had both on the PGA TOUR and European Tour, but Martin Kaymer, Rory, 
the Ryder Cup, you and Bernhard on this Tour, how much have you enjoyed 
seeing that? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, it's interesting, I haven't really thought about myself 
and Bernhard that way.  Obviously the last three majors have been won by 
Europeans, and the Ryder Cup.  And if you say Bernhard and I success over here to 
win four majors out of the five between us here, it has been quite a dominant year for 
Europe and why I don't know.  America must be going through a transitional period, I 
suppose, everybody does, and that will pull out -- you've seen the strength and depth 
of America whereby you have the Patrick Reeds and Jordan Spieths of this world that 
have really come to the fore and great success at the Ryder Cup and they will only be 
better as they mature, so it all goes well for you guys in 2016.   
 
I don't believe a word of that.  I just said that.  That was too diplomatic.  I don't believe 
a word of that. 
 
Q.  When you were on the Golf Channel after the Ryder Cup in the immediate 
aftermath of Phil's famous comments, you were quite critical of both the 
comments and the timing, yet Phil has got quite a bit of support since then.  
Have you been surprised at that and have you changed your opinion on what 
you said at the time? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Right, yeah, interesting.  Phil has support.  Phil's a very 
popular player over here, as is Tom Watson.  I haven't changed my opinion about the 
timing was wrong, the timing of what he said and what he said really was wrong.  
There's no question that you don't air your dirty laundry in public and he shouldn't 
have done that at that time. 
 
Tom Watson has since apologized for the way that -- for the way that he managed or 
captained or whatever the case may be, but that doesn't change my personal view of 
the fact that Phil shouldn't have -- there's a time and place and neither were correct 
really. 
 
Q.  Seems like his comments have lit a fire, now the PGA is talking about 
following the European model of captaincy, which may or may not have 
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happened if he hadn't said them publicly.  Do you agree? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, something's got to change for America.  We're very 
happy with what we tend to do.  Something's going to happen here at Hazeltine in 
2016, but I really think that something will now change.  The PGA of America has to 
select the next captain in the next qualifying process and I think you'll find changes in 
that process, whatever that might be.  I can't speak for the PGA of America, but you 
would think there would be changes.  We can't keep doing the same thing and expect 
different results, so you would expect changes, whether it be in the qualifying process 
or who qualifies or how that process is done.  Is it a two-year process, is it a one-year 
process, is it 12 picks for the captain, is it the 12 in the world rankings, just go for it?   
 
I don't know how that -- that's not my choice.  Being a European, we're very happy 
with what we tend to do, but having lost eight out of the last 10 Ryder Cups, you 
would feel that the PGA would have to change things somehow, whatever that 
change might be. 
 
Q.  You said on the Golf Channel, and I quote, "It doesn't matter who captains a 
team really."  Was that something that was just said in the live moment and 
would you take that back or can you expand on that? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  What was meant by that at the time in the context it was 
taken in is that Europe were 110-under par, America was 72.  Captain sends out his 
team and he's hoping to bring back a point.  He loses control at that point, the captain 
does.  When those players tee off that first tee and he's given them his last pep talk 
on the first tee, they are really on their own and it's up to them to bring back the point.  
That's what I meant.  At that stage it doesn't really matter who captains the team from 
the time they leave the first tee.  A captain is all about preparation.  Preparation is 
everything and you have to prepare.  That's what I was meaning.  Once those teams 
leave that first tee, it doesn't really matter who the captain is of the day, right?  That 
was the context of that, yeah. 
 
But if they're not bringing back the points, the captain didn't really -- he didn't miss 
many putts, he didn't that way, it's more a management situation than it is a playing 
situation at that stage.  That's what was meant. 
 
Q.  And the European captain for next time, what are your thoughts? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, you're speaking to one of the guys that select it.  We 
have changed our process ourselves.  I just said we don't have to worry, but I 
suppose we will think the same way as the committee thought.  There will be five that 
determine who the captain is going to be, the last three captains, so it will be Paul 
McGinley there, it will be myself, it will be Jose Maria.  There will be one captain 
selected from the European committee, which is David Powell, and our chief 
executive, George O'Grady, and that's it.  George I'm sure will be there in case it's a 
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2-0 split.  He's only there for that really.  He's hoping it will be a 3 to 1 or a 4 to nil for 
that purpose.  But that's what we'll do and we'll do that I think around about the Abu 
Dhabi Championship in the start of the year in the Middle East around about the 
January time next year, so that's when we'll do that.  So I'm one of those five in that 
room, yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  Just a follow up on that, in this aftermath there's been discussion about the 
European model sort of for captaincy, grooming guys and almost a culture 
there.  Is there something that Europe has done in that regard that maybe has 
helped separate them from the Americans in that? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  You talk about this European template all you like, I never 
saw it when I was captain.  You send out your guys, you hopefully prepare them well, 
you send them out and if they come back with a point it's a bonus, you know.  We 
happen to have putted better than the American team over the last few Ryder Cups 
and that's why we've won.  Why we should have done that, I'm not quite sure 
because we always felt that Americans putt better than we do.  So whether it adds up, 
whether it's, you know, eight out of 10 is not a coincidence, that's beyond a 
coincidence now, so there must be something that's either very, very good with us or 
not so with the American setup.  To put your finger on it is almost, it's the same -- you 
talk about the captaincy, you talk about comments and stuff.  Furyk was 1-up with 
three to play, I think Mahan was 4-up, I think Jordan Spieth was 3-up.  This is just the 
singles.  And another game, one game that was tight, 1-up with one to play.  Who 
was it, Webb Simpson I think, 1-up with one to play?  If they had won their games, 
right, if those four games had won, which they probably should have done, 4-up, 
3-up, 1-up with three to go and 1-up on the last, that's four points switched.  We lost 
four points, you gain four points, you win.  That's all it is. 
 
Now, and you talk about this great European template, this and that, this and that.  
God, you know, my captaincy against Corey Pavin, I mean, if it wasn't for Graham 
McDowell's incredible putt at 16, Hunter Mahan might well have beaten him, who 
knows.  And we would have thought, hey, we were looking for America's template, 
you know?  It's that close.  That's just in the singles what happened, never mind all 
the other games that Europe happened to win by 1-up or managed to get back to all 
square later on, whatever.  It's very, very close.  It's extremely close, much closer 
than you would think.   
 
So the comments that were made and templates and that, go out and win your game 
and come back and show me a template.  As I said on television there and I stick by 
this as well, if there was 12 Patrick Reeds on that team, it might have been a different 
result. 
 
Q.  What is it in Patrick Reed you see? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  He's got passion, he's got fire, he's got patriotism, he 
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wants to be there, he seemed to be loving it and it's a classic case.  We enjoy this 
competition.  I can't speak for the Americans, but we really enjoy it.  I enjoy the Ryder 
Cup, playing in it when I was part of it.  Every time I was part of it, I really, really enjoy 
it.  In any walk of life if you enjoy what you do, you're usually quite good at it usually.  
You would make better widgets in a factory if you were enjoying making your widgets 
than the guy who doesn't enjoy making his widgets.  Probably widgets is a bad 
expression because a widget's a widget, but you know what I mean. 
 
Q.  So this week the Champions Tour is teaming up with the YMCA to promote 
and benefit youth education.  Can you speak a little bit on the importance of 
partnering with charities like the YMCA in these tournaments?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, youth education is vital.  Education's everything.  I 
get a lot of emails through from people who say little Johnny's great at golf and he's a 
4 handicap and what should I do with little Johnny, you know?  Little Johnny's great, 
he's 12 years old.  I said, well, how's Johnny at school, how's he getting on?  Oh, he 
doesn't like school, doesn't like school.  I say oh, really.  Well, one in God knows how 
many thousand of us actually make it at this game, so I would go back to Johnny and 
get him back in his classroom and do well and study and give him opportunities and 
give him options in life.  There's very few Tiger Woods in this world who at 12 years 
old you can see a different guy to the norm, very few of them around.  So education is 
everything and it's great we team up with charities and team up with the YMCAs of 
this world and do a great job.  This tour I've noticed in a charity sense is massive.  
How many billions of dollars has the tour raised, talking the PGA TOUR as well?  
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We're almost at $2 billion, past $2 billion. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Past $2 billion, that's ridiculous.  I mean, that's incredible.  
I mean, that's almost as much as Langer's worth.  So it is fantastic to think that that's 
what we're putting back.  We're not just here to play golf and take away whatever, 
we're actually giving back as well and it's super to think we're part of that. 
 
Q.  You just mentioned Bernhard and you're playing with him again tomorrow 
and you played with him on the Champions Tour several times already and you 
have another addition with Nick Faldo in the trio.  Can you just speak to that 
grouping tomorrow and do you recall the last time you might have played the 
three of you together? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It's interesting, I think the last time that we played together 
the three of us, we had an extra guy in there, Lee Westwood, and I think it was the 
last time we played together as a three was possibly in 1997 when Seve was our 
captain at the Ryder Cup and he wasn't happy with the way we played the 17th hole.  
He designed it, if you remember; he redesigned a hole and he wasn't happy with the 
way all four of us had played his hole and sent us back to the tee to do it again.  Nick 
looked at Bernhard and Bernhard looked at me and Lee was, I think it was his first 



 

tee-scripts.com 
   

7 

Ryder Cup so he didn't look at anybody, he was just doing what he was told, and it 
was like, oh, okay, this is very different.  We're being sent back on buggies to play the 
hole again because he wasn't happy with the way we played it.  I think that will be 
mentioned again on the first few holes there tomorrow.   
 
I'm looking forward to playing with them both.  I think the legends of the game, eight 
majors between them.  And amazing, they've got, what, five Masters between them.  
Superb today to be able to challenge myself against them and to play alongside them.  
It's a great draw and I look forward to trying to compete with them again.  We're all 
good friends and we all go back a long, long way, a long way playing together and 
playing against each other and playing for each other as well.  So it will be very 
interesting, I look forward to it. 
 
Q.  Talking about the Ryder Cup and the jocularity back and forth between the 
countries.  In this country do you ever regret doing anything on the golf course 
and do you ever wish you would have done something that you didn't do on the 
golf course? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I regret an awful lot.  I wish I hit my 7-iron better at 
Winged Foot in 2006.  I wish I had struck that better.   
 
I'll tell you what, Patrick Reed, all credit to him, all credit to Patrick Reed, all credit to 
him.  I have done some silly things on golf courses, but I have never tried to silence a 
home crowd.  That was beyond the call, I'll tell you.  He was fighting a losing battle 
there, it was 99 percent European.  I've done some silly things, but not that.   
 
Yeah, there's all sorts of things.  You don't go through life, I hope, not regretting.  
We've all made mistakes, of course we have.  As long as you learn from them and 
don't do them again, and hopefully I haven't made the same mistake twice.  If I have, I 
apologize.   
 
But yeah, that was a big call from Patrick Reed to try to silence.  He holed a putt on 
the 7th and there wasn't much of a cheer for him.  Well, there wouldn't be, would 
there?  He was searching for the crowd to make a noise and it was quite funny.  But 
I'll tell you what, he got his job done, he won his point against a very good player, 
Henrik Stenson.  He got his point done and I said if there was 12 Patrick Reeds, I 
stand by this, 12 Patrick reads out there, the result might have been different, yeah, 
yeah, and how close that result was, yeah. 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Colin? 
 
Q.  Colin, could you imagine a senior event, a Ryder Cup for senior players 
could that work? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, very much, very much.  I think that that would work.  
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We would have to find another -- I think we would have to go back to -- you could 
stick at 50 for your team and we would have to go to 40 for ours because we're a 
bit -- we're not as strong strength and depth.  But over the years to come I think that 
type of event would work extremely well as long as it wasn't the same year as the 
Ryder Cup, it was opposite years, for instance.  I think this tour is ready for something 
like that and possibly it wasn't, you know, before Bernhard came on the tour and 
possibly myself and Jimenez and a few other good Europeans now coming through 
that it probably wasn't competitive enough.  I think it would be competitive or more 
competitive now and I think it would be a great asset to this tour and also our 
European Senior Tour as well. 
 
Q.  First year here last year, what were you excited about coming back for this 
year? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, the food's very good here.  You probably noticed I 
try out the food.  I'm the taste tester for the Champions Tour and this is the best so it's 
been voted, keeps being voted as the best food on tour.  Who the hell votes these 
things?  
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  The players. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  The players vote, do they? 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Yes. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  All right.  Well, I'll put my ticket again in the box.  Superb.  
The golf course is great, the way here we're hosted here, the area's lovely.  I'm 
staying at a great hotel, The Umstead, which is a fantastic hotel, one of the best in the 
state I'm sure.  So yeah, fantastic to be here and look forward to staying in North 
Carolina for next week as well.   
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Colin, good luck this week.   
 


