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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 
 
 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Bernhard Langer into the interview room here at 

the SAS Championship.   
 

Bernhard, making your first appearance on the Champions Tour in over a month.  

You've got the big lead in the Charles Schwab Cup, 633 points, on the strength of 
your five wins last year.  You come in here -- 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  This year. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  This year.  You come in here very familiar with this course 

having won here in 2012.  A couple opening comments about coming back out. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's always great to be in North Carolina, it's one of my 

favorite stops.  It's just beautiful and we look like we're going to have some decent 
weather on top of playing a great golf course and being around some wonderful 

people.  The course seems a little dryer this year, which I think is great.  It's going to 

be a little more challenging, playing a little shorter, but get the runouts and firmer 
greens and all that to deal with, so should be a great test of golf here in the next few 

days. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you maybe give us an idea what you did during your 

month not on the Champions Tour?  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I took the first two weeks off in Florida, then traveled 
to Germany for two weeks, played a senior event over there that we organize, my 

company, and lost in a playoff.  Spent four days with my 91-year old mother and then 
did a couple days for Mercedes in Stuttgart and came back.  It was a good purposeful 

visit over there, got a lot done.  Had another week off last week and now I'm here. 

 
PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just open it up for questions. 

 
Q.  How much psychological advantage is it when you come to a place where 
you've already won? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it helps because before I won here, I was asking my 

caddie what's the reason I haven't done here that well, and so we just looked at it and 
tried to find out why.  It's sometimes difficult to come up with why because you just 

either don't play good or don't putt well or whatever.  We came to the conclusion that 
it's a course where you have to drive the ball very well because if you hit it in the 

bermuda rough, it's very difficult to control the distance and the spin.  So you need to 
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drive it well and you've got to do everything well really from that point on, but if you 

drive it poorly you're going to struggle around here. 
 

Q.  What's the strongest part of your game this year? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I'm not sure.  It changes, you know, from sometimes week to 

week or month to month, but it's been fairly good all around.  That's the nice thing.  
Overall maybe the putter has been just slightly better than in the past and maybe 

that's why I've won a few more than two or three a year like I have most years.  The 
ball striking's been pretty solid.  I've been up there in greens-in-regulation almost 

every year out here, so maybe the short game was just a tad bit better. 
 

Q.  So the Champions Tour is teaming up with the YMCA this week to promote 
youth education.  Can you just speak a little bit about what you think the 
importance of the Champions Tour partnering with charities each week is?   
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it's what the PGA TOUR and the Champions Tour, 

what we all do is to give back is the idea and to help those that need help.  We are -- I 

speak for myself but probably for everybody on the tour -- very privileged to be in this 
sport and to do well, to be healthy and be able to make a living, and there's a lot of 

other people that are less fortunate and we try to help those, especially children and 
education and, you know, orphans and widows.  Those are high on my priority list.  

Obviously there's many worthy causes and every city has their own challenges, or 
every region. 

 

Q.  Not the first time you've been asked about this but it's particularly relevant 
for those of us around here who were down at Pinehurst, but what was it like 
for you watching Martin Kaymer at the Open and where were you and what was 
your immediate reaction to sort of watching him play that well at the beginning 
and then through the end? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I wasn't there but I played Pinehurst before.  I was watching 

on TV as much as I could.  I was actually fishing that week in Alaska, but I saw a little 
bit here and there and it was phenomenal how well he scored on an extremely difficult 

golf course.  I think he drove the ball just extremely well, he got it up and down many 
times.  I just heard a couple of TV announcers saying oh, he's putting this again off 

the green, I'm not sure that's the right club, and he got it up and down just about 

every time so I guess it was the right choice of club for him.  Anyways, to make a long 
story short, to win by nine or eight, that's very, very, very seldom that -- it's hard to win 

any tournament but to win a major by that many shots, you really must have played 
out of your shoes because you play against the best in the world and to beat 

everybody by that margin is just extremely difficult. 

 
Q.  Have you seen any impact yet like when you were back in Germany, was 
there any sort of fallout?  Nothing that you saw really from that? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  And there probably will not be and I'll tell you why, because 
golf is not seen on national TV and that's been the problem why golf is not growing on 

the continent, because it's pay TV only and who's going to pay for watching golf?  
Only the golfers, and not even all of them.  So the broad public has no opportunity to 

watch the Masters, the British Open, the U.S. Open.  None, zero.  So how are you 

going to grow the game if you don't get people to see it and have some young people 
watch us and then maybe say, well, there's Martin Kaymer, I would like to be a Martin 

Kaymer.  That's how a lot of people get into the game and that's not happening right 
now.  It's the evil of money, I guess. 

 
Q.  It's been a pretty good summer for European golf if you look at the majors 
both on the PGA TOUR and this Tour, you and Monty, the way you're playing, 
the Ryder Cup obviously.  Any explanation for why this has been such a good 
summer or do you just sort of sit back and enjoy it? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't have an explanation for that.  Just, you know, you get 

seasons and years when things -- it's like life, you have ups and downs.  It's been a 

great year for German golf with Martin winning two of -- well, two of the five majors I 
call it, including the TPC, and I won two majors out here.  That doesn't happen very 

often.  We only have a handful of guys on the tour and for us to have that kind of 
success is pretty amazing.  Yeah, you go on with the Ryder Cup and Rory McIlroy 

and a bunch of other guys, the game of golf has grown worldwide.  It used to be just a 
popular game in a few countries but that's not the case anymore.  There's talent 

everywhere.  The European players now have the opportunity to play on the U.S. tour 

in the majors, they can play in the world championship events.  It's much more 
accessible than what it was in the '80s when some of us, there was one European 

player in the U.S. Masters, that was it, you know.  So things have changed over the 
last 20, 30 years, and for the better in that regard.  

 

Q.  Can't let you go without asking you a couple of Ryder Cup questions.  What 
was your take on Phil's comments at the post Ryder Cup press conference? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's hard for me to comment on about because I wasn't 

there.  I wasn't in the team room, I don't know what went down, what happened, so 
you only get to see tidbits.  And obviously if it had been me, hopefully I would have 

been smart enough to just talk to my captain on the four eyes instead of throwing it 

out in the public, but everybody's different.  I don't know how Phil feels about it right 
now, maybe he wishes he had constrained himself a little bit and maybe kept it in the 

team room, or maybe he still feels he did the right thing, who knows.  As I said, 
everyone is different and I don't have all the details or the information, you know, to 

say who might have been right, who might have been wrong.  I only hear from the 

media and the media doesn't always give us a hundred percent of what went down.  
Sorry to say that in here, but I've learned that in my 40 years out here on tour. 
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Q.  Seems like he has received quite a bit of support from the American camp, 
and the PGA of America's now talking about changing the way captains are 
picked.  Having been a very successful player and captain on the European 
side, do you think it's all that important who the captain is or do generally the 
team with the best players win? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, I think the captain plays a huge role.  He sets the tone, 
he can influence some players, how they feel about themselves and how they portray 

themselves.  We all know confidence is a great deal in golf.  So the guys, you've got 
to talk to the people, especially those you don't play.  Let's face it, you have 12 of the 

greatest players, four are not playing most of the time, so you're just going to sit them 
there?  No, you need to explain why, what your theory is, why you're playing these 

guys and not these guys, you know, and make sure every one of those four 

understands what the overall idea here is and why I'm the captain, I'm doing this and 
doing that and his time will come, keep them happy and keep them motivated.  If I 

don't explain that to them and they're just sitting there wondering themselves and all 
sorts of weird things come into their head, he might think, well, he doesn't like me 

because whatever, not his best friend or he thinks I'm playing bad.  You know, you 

don't know because when you don't communicate, people make up stuff and come up 
with weird theories and that's a bad thing.  That needs to be done and there's a lot of 

things.  That's why I said up front a month ago when everybody said, well, Tom 
Watson's going to be a great captain.  I said, yeah, I think he will be but don't estimate 

Paul McGinley, he's going to be a great captain as well.  Because I know Paul 
McGinley, I know him very well and I knew he was going to do a great job and he did. 

 

Q.  How did you handle having to sit down four guys for each session, what did 
you say to them? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it depends on the person and on the circumstances 

and the golf course and foursomes, four balls, all that kind of stuff.  You can't just 

generalize it and say, well, you're sitting out because of this.  Every day is a different 
situation.  Some guys I believe made more birdies but they also made more bogeys.  

I'm going to play them in the four balls because that gives them an opportunity when 
they do make bogeys or double bogeys that their partner can make a birdie and 

hopefully they'll team up great.  And if I have a guy that plays very steady, solid golf, 
then I'm going to most likely play him in the foursomes because that's where you 

need to keep the ball in play and keep pressure on the opposing team by hitting the 

fairway, hitting the green, maybe making a putt for birdie or certainly making pars.  
You don't want to make six or seven bogeys in a foursome because you're not going 

to win most likely. 
 

Q.  Take them aside and talk to them individually? 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I did, yeah.  I felt I had to because I was in their shoes 

before and, you know, the players need to know.  They need to see the big picture 
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and it needs to be a team thing and not an individual ego thing that who gets to play 

the most.  It doesn't matter.  The end result is what matters. 
 

Q.  Finally, what are you thoughts on the next European captain, who it should 
be? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's not up to me and I'm not even going to go there.  There's 
I think a committee that makes that decision and hopefully they'll make a good 

decision.  It doesn't matter what I think, they're not going to pick necessarily the guy 
that I think, they're going to take whoever they think is most qualified and maybe next 

in line. 
 

Q.  You mentioned earlier that you really enjoy North Carolina.  How much do 
you enjoy Prestonwood Country Club? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I enjoy Prestonwood very much.  As I said, it's a golf course 
where you have to have your whole game together.  You've got to move the ball a 

little bit off the tee at times, you've got to hit quality shots.  The fairways sometimes 

look kind of open but they're really not when you get down there, it's often 10 to 
18 yards where you have to place the ball, and if you don't, you're going to struggle.  

But I just enjoy the people, enjoy the whole environment and the area, the season of 
the year.  My son went to UNC for three years, so I just have a little closer connection 

coming up here a couple times and just really enjoy this part of the world. 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Bernhard?  Good luck this week. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you, appreciate it.   
 


