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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  DEREK FATHAUER 
Sunday, September 21, 2014 
 
Q.  Well done.  It's been good seeing you play these four weeks and having 
those 36-hole leads and being able to get it done here in the finals.  You talk 
about wanting to put four goods rounds together and play the way you want to 
play and you said you hadn't done that in a while.  Do you feel like you did that 
this week? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Yeah, I do.  Today was a little -- today got a little up and down, 
but I felt like I stuck to my plan pretty well and kind of got lucky there at the end and 

snipped him by one.  It's just kind of sinking in now.  You've seen how we can run 

around all over the place, I haven't really gotten to think about it yet.  But once I'm 
done talking to you and signing these flags, I hope I can kind of go visit with my 

friends and family and see -- yeah, yeah, Hadwin told me it will take a little while to 
sink in, so I'm looking forward to it. 

 
Q.  Did you win in college a lot? 

 

DEREK FATHAUER:  I did, in college I did, but this is the first time I've ever won a 
professional event.  I've had a lot of -- one of my best friends in college and college 

teammate, Adam Rainaud, he calls me Mr. Runner-up, so it's nice to finally get that 
off my shoulders. 

 

Q.  That's awesome.  Does he play pro golf? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  He is an assistant pro at a club called Black Hall, but he won 
like the Connecticut State Open or something, or Connecticut chapter.  He won a 

couple tournaments in Connecticut that got him into the Travelers Championship this 
year.  He's a good player.  In the wintertime he lives with myself and Morgan Hoffman 

down on Jupiter. 

 
Q.  How long have you lived with Morgan Hoffman for? 

 
DEREK FATHAUER:  For a year and a half now. 

 

Q.  So you saw his success obviously the last couple weeks? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  Did that inspire you at all in any way? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Absolutely, yeah.  To watch him kind of breeze -- he didn't 

breeze through the playoffs but he made it look like it and it was fun to watch and 
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definitely motivated me. 

 
Q.  What was it like coming down the stretch and being -- obviously you were in 
Nova Scotia and you were in some of the final groups, but being there and 
having the lead with a couple holes to play and just knowing that you've been 
close and this being your last Web.com Tour event, you wanted to get it done? 

 
DEREK FATHAUER:  It was huge for me to kind of stick to my plan, and my caddie 

just hammered that into my head all day, especially down the last few holes.  We 
could have hit driver on 16 and drove it up there and I just wanted three good birdie 

putts on the last three holes.  I didn't do it on 17 or 18, but it just worked out in my 
favor.   

 

No, just sticking to my plan and that's what I told him at the start of the week and 
that's what I told you, to just do it and have it pay off, it was -- I haven't got to sink in 

yet but it was pretty fun out there.  My caddie and I, we had a great time this week.  
We had some heated moments and then some good times, but it was good.  I kind of 

tested him.  I didn't know I was testing him but I was testing him and he really does 

care and he works hard and he knows what he's talking about, so it was a really 
successful week.  Those last few holes were a little iffy.  

 
Q.  Your caddie on the 18th green, I asked him how long your putt was and he 
goes, I'll pace it off, and he paced it off and he said it was about 50 feet.  Did 
you feel any like differently on that putt knowing it was basically two putts for 
the win than a normal putt? 

 
DEREK FATHAUER:  No, no, I knew I needed a two-putt and I really did not want to 

go into a playoff.  I thought I hit it too hard and it was just perfect.  It got up there a 
foot away or whatever and just tapped it in. 

 

Q.  So I talked to you in Knoxville and I asked how you were going to approach 
these finals, and you said you were going to treat it like the four stages of Q 
School where you have to finish in the top 18 to advance and you did that, you 
finished in the top 18, top 16 every tournament these four weeks and making it.  
Can you just like reflect on that and whether you think that approach helped 
you be successful and win the finals money list? 

 

DEREK FATHAUER:  I think I just had a good plan and a good plan of attack for 
these playoffs and all year on what I did and how I approached every week.  It was 

really nice to finally see a payoff because my hard work -- but what I used to do was I 
wasn't working the right way and now I've kind of got a set plan and I've worked hard 

at it and to see it pay off.  It will sink in in the next day or so and it will be really 

rewarding and it will feel good, but right now it's still like trying to accommodate -- I 
had friends show up that I haven't seen in a long time and just trying to make sure 

they're all having a good time.  But like tomorrow we've got a plane ride up to New 
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York and I can kind of think about it and hang out with a couple guys that have had 

good years and it will be -- it will finally sink in tomorrow. 
 

Q.  Do you feel like you're going to take a week or so off from golf? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  No, no. 

 
Q.  Keep practicing? 

 
DEREK FATHAUER:  Yeah, keep working hard.  I haven't looked at the schedule but 

I think there's a little break in December, so that will be my time off. 
 

Q.  Have these finals at all changed any of the goals you might have for the 
PGA TOUR next year?    
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  No, I kind of try to keep my -- I'm going to have to reset some 
goals, but I'm going to try to keep it simple and attainable and just stick to the same 

plan.  I'm not going to change anything for next year because what I did this year has 

kind of shown it's pretty strong and it should be successful next year, too, so I don't 
want to change much at all. 

 
Q.  Do you feel like going back, you made it right out of college in '08 and you 
had some struggles and you're five and a half years later, do you feel like you 
might appreciate it more? 

 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Absolutely, yeah, because I didn't appreciate it at all the first 
year I was out there.  I just thought that's professional golf.  

 
Q.  With you and Adam, two Louisville guys getting the fully exempt spots and 
the spots in the PLAYERS, do you think that says anything about Louisville golf 
or is that just a coincidence? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Our coach there at Louisville is unbelievable.  He's tough on 
us but he's kind of -- he's kind of got us all set up, like set on a path.  They've got a 

strong team right now, they just need to all put it together.  You'll see in the next 
couple years some of the guys from the current team right now, you'll see them out 

here on the Web.com and then earning their way through the PGA TOUR.  I think 

Adam and I playing well really motivates them, too, because we've been close with 
the team. 

 
Q.  Do you go back at all? 

 

DEREK FATHAUER:  A little bit, yep, once or twice a year.  Adam was just there 
right before Chiquita.  
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Q.  What's it going to mean to get the chance to tee it off on the Stadium Course 
at THE PLAYERS, getting that fully exempt position? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  I was just made aware of that a few minutes ago, so I don't 
even -- don't even know. 

 

Q.  Did you ever watch it on TV? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  A little bit. 
 

Q.  That 17th hole?  Have you played that course before? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  One time. 

 
Q.  One time?  What are you most proud of this season overall on the Web.com 
Tour? 
 

DEREK FATHAUER:  Just getting through and getting my PGA TOUR card.  That 

was the main goal at the start of the year and I accomplished that and that's like what 
everybody sets out to do. 
 
 


