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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   KRIS TAMULIS 
Saturday, September 20, 2014  
 
 
Q.  Best two finishes of your career in the last two months, this is your best 54 
hole-effort ever at 11-under par. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, thanks. 

 
Q.  What's been going on the last two months? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  You know, I think I've finally started to putt better.  I always hit it 

pretty good but I switched to Express reading, AimPoint, I switched to Express 
reading and that helps me be a little bit more, as the guy that I see says, Kris-like.  So 

I feel really comfortable over the ball and I've hit it good and really just tried to trust 

myself out there and enjoy myself.  I try really hard, so I'm really trying to just enjoy it. 
 

Q.  Two back of the lead at this point.  Is that about all you could hope for going 
into today? 

 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, yeah, definitely.  I mean, I wasn't really trying to chase 
anybody, I was basically in not the middle of the pack but started out, didn't have a 

great middle of my round yesterday so I was just going out there.  I had some really 
good numbers today and was able to just kind of go for it. 

 
Q.  Kind of how great is it 4-under going into today kind of seeing your name 
towards the top of the leaderboard now? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, yeah, it's nice.  I mean, I don't have a ton of expectations.  I 

have a really big football game I've got to watch tonight and then, you know, just go 
out there and try to go low tomorrow again. 

 

Q.  A little more nervous with Winston out? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah, for sure.  But jeez oh Petes, like keep it together, man, you 
know?  Just go to school, keep your mouth shut, do your homework, go to practice 

and go to the draft.  I'm really disappointed in him.  I think it will be an exciting game 
to watch.  I mean, I haven't watched the other guy play, he never gets a chance 

because Jameis is so good.  We'll see how it goes. 

 
Q.  What's the plan for tonight to watch the game, what will you do? 
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KRIS TAMULIS:  I don't know yet.  I have a dinner date, but then she missed the cut 

so I'm not sure if she stayed around.  My fiance's here so we're going to try to go 
someplace and watch at least the first half.  And then if the game's not going well, I 

really don't like to be with mixed company, I would rather yell obscenities at the TV in 
my own hotel room, so I'll probably have to go home early. 

 

Q.  So you're a yeller at the TV? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  I am, yes, I am. 
 

Q.  You don't yell obscenities in public at the quarterback? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  No, I do that too sometimes.  I try not to. 

 
Q.  When are you getting married?  
 
KRIS TAMULIS:  April 30th. 

 

Q.  How much has that limited your practice at all having to prepare for that? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, no, he does everything.  I travel, so he's stuck pretty much 
taking care of everything.  My goal is to pick a photographer and it's been like three 

months later and I still haven't nailed one down.  And we're trying to get the Save the 
Dates out and every week he's like, babe, it's time to get the Save the Dates out.  I 

know, I know.  So he's taking care of everything.  I just, you know, play golf. 

 
Q.  And how big is this week for your status on the money list but also getting 
into the Asia events? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah, we talked about that on Thursday, I think.  I'm in China and I 

would really like to have a good week to get into a couple more events, but probably 
the biggest thing for me is to qualify for CME.  Being in my hometown, I've wanted to 

play there every year, and this year with the change in criteria going on points, I 
probably would have been in there having two Top 10 finishes, but since it's changed 

a little bit I'm going to have to have a good week in order to get in.   
 

That's always my goal.  I would love to play in front of my hometown crowd, and 

growing up there it's something that I've wanted to do for a very long time so that's 
probably the thing that's in the back of my mind the most.  But even if it doesn't 

happen, I've had a decent year, I've had some really good weeks and I'm just thankful 
to keep playing again next year. 

 

Q.  You joked with Golf Channel that it was about time you started playing well 
after 10 years out here. 
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KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  Did you ever consider giving it up? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  You know, I've always kept my card, I've always finished high 

enough to have a job the next year.  I have a nice house, I have a nice car, I have 

everything I want.  I'm not like a superstar out here, but I am very thankful for the 
opportunity the LPGA has given me to live out my dream and I just keep playing.  You 

know, I have a degree in multinational business and I don't think I've -- I'm 10 years 
removed from that and I'm not going back to school, I'm not going to have another 

job.  The alternative is -- I don't really see another alternative for me so I just keep 
playing golf. 

 

Q.  Your caddie wears a tie and a button down?  
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  That's pretty unique.  Why is that? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  He's smooth, isn't he?  You know, he's been out here a lot longer 

than I have and I'm not exactly sure.  I think you would have to ask Motion why he 
wears a tie.  I mean, it's what, 90 degrees and he's got pants on today.  But he looks 

good, so that's all that matters. 
 

Q.  How long have y'all been together? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  He worked for me -- we've tried to work a few weeks here and 

there, but he worked for me in Michigan and finished Top 10 and then he's worked for 
me a couple other times this year.  He'll go to Asia with me and then probably next 

year.  I had a guy a couple, several years ago, Coffee Joe.  He retired.  I worked with 

him for the longest, probably three years, and after he retired I've just been bouncing 
around. 

 
Q.  Was he with you at Meijer?  
 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Those are your two best finishes.  Is he your good luck charm there? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah, I mean, he's pretty calm.  Like we have a good time and we 
just enjoy each other's company. 

 

Q.  What's his name? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Motion.  That's his nickname.  Every caddie out here has a 
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nickname.  His real name's Thomas Frank but I didn't know that until the first time I 

wrote his check.  I've known him for 10 years but I didn't know his name until I wrote 
his check. 

 
Q.  Why is his nickname Motion, do you have any idea? 

 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yes, I do know that story.  It's because I think one of the first weeks 
he was out here caddying they were having a good week and he was on TV and he 

was out looking for the dots for the tomorrow pins and so he was always like moving 
around and somebody was like, man, you've got a lot of motion in you, so that was it. 

 
Q.  It stuck? 

 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  You've never gotten curious to ask him why the tie, why the button down, 
why the long pants? 

 

KRIS TAMULIS:  No.  I mean, like that's his story.  Whatever makes him happy, he 
looks nice. 

 
Q.  How did you and your fiance meet? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  So a very long time ago when the LPGA used to be Physiotherapy 

Associates when I was first out here, I had a hand problem and I was sent to his 

office during the off season and then I started doing my strength and conditioning with 
them because they had a program, then probably like five years later we started 

dating. 
 

Q.  And how often is he out here? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Rarely. 

 
Q.  Is he out here this week? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Yes, he drove up yesterday actually to give me a ride back home.  

He works a lot and he owns his own clinic now and so he isn't able to get out as much 

as he would probably like to.  So I drive when we play in the Midwest and the 
Northeast so he'll like meet me on Sunday and then we'll drive to the next event and 

fly home over the weekend. 
 

Q.  How neat would that be to share a win together if that happened tomorrow? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, yeah, that would be nice.  I mean, it would be nice.  I've got a 

lot of friends out here and I've got a couple that follow me around for the last few 
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years and they're out here.  I mean, it would be really nice, but I have very low 

expectations.    
 

Q.  More excited about a Nole win tonight or the 65 today? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  I'm probably more nervous about the football game.  I felt really 

good out there today, I wasn't nervous or anxious at all.  But I am nervous tonight, I 
get nervous watching football, so yeah. 

 
Q.  You mentioned earlier your coach said you need to be more Kris-like? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah, the guy that I work on with my putting says that because I 

used to like live and die by my reads, but now I try to kind of be a little bit more -- kind 

of have a little bit more feel with it, so that's helped.  I had a really good conversation 
with my teacher, Herb Moreland, last night.  We're like very calm and he says that I'm 

not -- when I get nervous, I'm not waiting to hear if I have cancer or like a family 
member has cancer or anything, I'm in Alabama and Deuce isn't here, so that puts 

things in perspective for me. 

 
Q.  Looking back in a different direction, how did you celebrate the Florida 
State championship? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  You know, I was doing my taxes that night.  I was like going 
through my stuff like getting my planner in order and I had more people texting me 

like are you nervous, are you nervous yet?  And I was just like compiling my numbers, 

so I was like no, it's the first half, I've been watching Sports Center, I know that 
Auburn's going to come out hard and fast and it's going to take us a while to kind of 

get going.  Being somewhat side-tracked by my taxes and getting that together and 
not having complete focus on the television helped me really get ready for the second 

half where it was obviously awesome and then I was jumping on the bed. 

 
Q.  How did you behave when Benjamin got that touchdown in the end zone? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, well, you know, I didn't want to disturb the people in the hotel, 

other hotel rooms. 
 

Q.  So you were at a tournament? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  I was playing on a mini tour event getting ready for our season. 

 
Q.  That's right. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  So I probably just screamed and clapped.  I mean, what else can 
you do? 
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Q.  What's the final score going to be tonight? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Here tonight or tomorrow? 

 
Q.  I'm talking about the Florida State game. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Oh, the football game.  I don't know.  I think -- what are we favored 
by? 

 
Q.  Twelve now.  It dropped to 10 this morning. 
 
KRIS TAMULIS:  I mean, I think it's not going to be as high scoring.  I think our 

defense is going to have to play really hard.  I'm going to say 21-20. 

 
Q.  Now tomorrow what's the final score going to be? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  You know, what's leading right now? 

 

Q.  Thirteen. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  And they're on 12? 
 

Q.  Nine or 11, 10 or 11. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Well, it's a little bit windier.  Originally on Thursday I thought it 

would be close to 20 because somebody shot 8-under, MJ Hur shot 8-under.  But I 
don't know, I still say probably 17.  There's lots of good scores out there and there's 

some good pins tomorrow, but people can light it up out here.  Somebody can come 
from way behind and shoot a number and win from a couple groups back. 

 

Q.  Do you watch scoreboards at all? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah, I do just because they're there. 
 

Q.  Kind of hard to avoid? 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Yeah.  And I mean, I try not to push any harder, but I think yeah, I 

definitely do, especially when you're trying to make a cut or something you want to 
know like what you're at. 

 
Q.  Thanks, Kris.  What's your fiance's name? 

 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Jeremy Maddox.   
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Q.  We're out here at the Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic.  I'm with Kris Tamulis 
here just two shots off the lead, had a 7-under round today.  Stellar round. 
 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Thanks. 

 

Q.  What was working for you?  Take me through it. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  I played really well, I hit it really close today.  I had a lot of really 
good numbers, so that was nice.  I didn't have to try to manufacture a shot like I had 

been doing the last couple of days, I could just go for it.  I hit it really close and made 
some really good putts.  The greens are pretty quick out there so I wasn't able to 

really be aggressive when I was above the hole, but you know, I kept it in play and 

rolled my rock. 
 

Q.  Well, you're playing great these last few months with Marathon, Meijer, and 
here in Alabama.  Did you work on something in your game or something that 
you changed out there? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  No, not really.  I always hit it pretty well, I started to putt a lot better, 

but I think the number one thing for me is I'm just trying to really enjoy myself.  It's not 
worth it to be out here and beating yourself up all the time, so I try to just relax and 

not grind as much. 
 

Q.  Well, you look like you're having fun out there.  Now, this is a pretty 
important week for a lot of players on tour.  
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  It is. 
 

Q.  And actually you live in Naples? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  I do. 

 
Q.  So take me through the importance of this week for Asia events and CME 
coming up. 
 

KRIS TAMULIS:  Definitely, yes.  I'm in the first event in Asia, China next week.  I'm 

really excited to go there.  But this is a big week because the entries close for the 
other events later on so it would be nice to get into a couple more events.  But 

obviously for me the number one thing would be to qualify for CME.  Being in my 
hometown and having to go out there a couple times, people have asked me to do 

some clinics and stuff and it is so hard to go out to the event and not be playing.  It is 

so hard to go to my home course and be like, hey, you're playing next week, and I'm 
like, no.  So if the qualifications were the same this year as they were the last couple 

years, I might have gotten in already for my Top 10 finishes, but since they aren't, I 
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really have a little bit of a push to have a good week and play well if I get into a couple 

more events in Asia to qualify and that's my goal.  I want to play in front of my 
hometown crowd, I want to be out there, I want to play for them. 

 
Q.  Well, if you keep your momentum going, that definitely seems like the future 
for you out here.  You know, it's just two shots off the lead, you really made the 
move on what's considered moving day, set yourself up in contention.  What's 
the plan for tomorrow? 

 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Well, I have a very big football game that I'm going to watch tonight 

so I'm really looking forward to that, and then after that, you know, just try to keep 
doing what I'm doing.  I didn't have that great of a warmup this morning, so I was just 

going to go out there and just try to keep myself together.  But I had a pretty slow start 

but then I had a bunch of birdies in a row and it was really nice to kind of just keep 
going, make some more putts and just try to do the same thing tomorrow.  It's hard to 

follow a good round with another good round, but you never know. 
 

Q.  Well, you're playing great, so good luck tomorrow. 
 
KRIS TAMULIS:  Thanks very much. 
 
 
 


