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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   PAULA RETO 
Friday, September 19, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome you to the media center here at the 

Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic.  I'm with the current leader, Paula Reto.  Finished 
13-under, birdie on your last hole, so what was going through your head today on that 

course?  

 
PAULA RETO:  You know what, I was just really patient with myself.  I hit a couple 

good irons especially early in the round.  I hit a couple close, five feet, so that was 
nice, got the momentum going pretty early.  Yeah, it was nice to birdie the last hole 

yesterday as well as today, that was really nice.  Just trying to stay patient and not 
think too much, just simple things. 

 

MODERATOR:  You did mention yesterday that your relationship with your caddie 
and you has been getting better during the season so it's kind of coming together and 

you're sticking to a game plan.  What was the game plan coming into your play this 
morning?  

 

PAULA RETO:  Well, yesterday we did pretty well.  I mean, what I mean by game 
plan is just what to hit on each hole depending on what the wind's doing and things 

like that, not changing all of a sudden from a driver to a 3-wood, just sticking to it and 
going for it.  So we've been doing really well with that and we've been clicking with 

exactly what he's thinking and I'm thinking is pretty much the same, so that helps.  
Keeps things easier not second guessing yourself all the time, so that's been helping. 

 

MODERATOR:  Okay, now you mentioned you birdied your last hole today.  You also 
birdied the 18th yesterday.  What is beneficial about you finishing strong and has it 

been in your game plan? 
 

PAULA RETO:  I don't know.  It's nice, it sets me up for the next day and just the 

momentum is good.  It's always nice finishing with a birdie, I enjoy it. 
 

MODERATOR:  Now, I don't know if you guys all know, but Paula didn't start playing 
golf until about the age of 16.  Very rare.  So I want to, of course, pick your brain 

about that.  What made you start golf and why did you start what is considered in the 
industry so late?  

 

PAULA RETO:  So I moved from South Africa with my family in '05, we moved to 
Florida and I used to play field hockey and ran track.  So I tried to start a team over 

here in Florida and the track -- the field hockey wasn't as good, so my dad used to 
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play golf and he said so why don't you just try golf.  So got in my freshman year of 

high school and tried golf.  I loved it and ended up just dropping track and field and 
hockey and just kept playing and loved the game.  Then I found out you can get a 

scholarship to go here, there, wherever.  You have a pretty much open door in front of 
you and I had a couple of coaches that I worked with and they just put me on the right 

track. 

 
MODERATOR:  Now, she actually went to Purdue on a college scholarship, won the 

national championship, was that in 2010? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Yes, 2010, I think. 
 

MODERATOR:  You finished individually third? 

 
PAULA RETO:  No, that was my freshman year.  I finished a little down in the pack.  

It was a good experience.  I mean, the girls that I teamed with, they were great, great, 
you know, All-Americans and that also helped me, pushed me to always be better 

and better in college. 

 
MODERATOR:  Well, it's very exciting, you're just obviously picking up your game 

plan here, had a lot of success in such a short amount of time.  On that note, some 
questions, kind of get to know Paula here.  Being the first year on tour, she's already 

made a name for herself this weekend so we're happy to welcome her here. 
 

Q.  I would like to ask you, is there something about this course that 
particularly suits your game, anything in particular? 
 

PAULA RETO:  I like to hit driver on every hole, so that's nice, and you can cut some 
of the corners, which is nice.  So hitting a wedge or a 9-iron instead of hitting my fuller 

clubs. 

 
Q.  You talked about how your caddie relationship's gotten better as the year 
has gone on, establishing a game plan there.  How did you two meet, how did 
that relationship start? 

 
PAULA RETO:  So met in college a couple years ago, three years ago, and just 

became good friends.  He's so patient with me and helped me with the Symetra Tour 

last year as well, seven events I played.  From there I just asked him, well, can you 
help me again, just friends and stuff.  Yeah, just really patient with me and 

understands me and knows my game. 
 

Q.  Second Golf Channel interview out there, first time top of the leaderboard.  
How are you handling all of this? 
 

PAULA RETO:  It's fun sort of, so I like it.  I just try not to think too much about it.  I 
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really enjoy it.  Tomorrow I'm just going to try to do the same thing, I'm not going to 

change anything, probably going to be a little different but yeah, just not going to think 
too much. 

 
Q.  How do you block out all the noise, everything that's going on this week as 
far as what this could do for your status, get you into the Asia events?  How do 
you block out all that noise all weekend? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Well, like I told myself already if I have to go back to Q School, fine, 
so I already took that pressure off of myself so now I'm just trying to play this 

weekend.  Whatever happens, happens.  I'm not going in with any expectations or 
any sort of -- just going out one shot at a time and, you know, and also like today, I 

didn't push to make any birdies, I just hit the fairway shot, what's next, just kind of let 

it come to me instead of trying to go after it. 
 

Q.  How did you spend the weeks after Portland?  You had a T9 there, best 
finish. 
 

PAULA RETO:  Yeah, I just practiced and I was an alternate, third alternate, so I was 
really crossing my fingers see if I could get in but it didn't.  I just kind of forgot about 

that and told myself just prepare as well as you can for the next event.  Yeah, I just 
practiced.  Played a lot actually more than I practiced. 

 
Q.  T9 in Portland, top of the leaderboard here at 13-under.  What is it that's 
clicking so well right now? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Maybe just the way I'm thinking, a little more comfortable the last 

couple events.  Yeah, just try to do the best I can and don't overthink too much. 
 

Q.  What's the plan for the weekend? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Same plan, just one shot at a time, don't push it.  I made a couple 

bogeys, two bogeys today and I just didn't let that get to me, just brushed it off and 
moved on and that's what I'm going to do. 

 
Q.  Wind's whipping a little bit out there.  Is it tougher conditions today than 
yesterday?  Scores look like they're a lot worse than yesterday. 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, definitely, and even some of my drivers when I cut the corners 

I was a lot shorter so you kind of have to adjust with the lines.  So we did that after a 
couple holes, we saw the wind was coming up, but other than that, yeah, hit one club 

more I would say. 

 
Q.  You had one year on the Symetra Tour and one year on the LPGA.  What 
have you learned over those couple years about being out as a professional, 
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traveling around to all of the tournaments and things like that? 

 
PAULA RETO:  You know, I learned a lot, kind of who I am and how I am around, 

you know, good players and just learning course management, how to -- well, not 
really how to practice, I just try to do the same thing.  Just time management when I 

travel, doing everything yourself.  Coming from college, everything was kind of 

handed to you, hey, you're going this way, okay.  So now I've just got to do everything 
myself.  Just learned a lot.  Yeah, more course management helped me a lot, you 

know, planning out what I want to do that day instead of just going out and playing. 
 

Q.  No. 1 player in the world chasing you on the weekend.  Is that kind of a 
dream scenario for a rookie year? 

 

PAULA RETO:  Yeah, that's pretty cool.  It will be nice to play with her, so that will be 
cool.  Yeah, I always looked up to Stacy and the other girls, so it's really nice to be 

able to play with them. 
 

Q.  What fun for you?  Is that fun in particular? 

 
PAULA RETO:  You know, just putting a smile on my face, talking to my caddie.  It's 

so lovely to play with Jaye, she's always so nice.  It's fun.  When you play good golf 
it's just -- you just have to smile.  Just try to have happy thoughts, happy attitude, you 

know. 
 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Thank you and good luck the rest of the weekend. 

 
PAULA RETO:  Thank you. 
 
 
 


