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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   PAULA RETO 
Thursday, September 18, 2014  
 
 
Q.  What holes did you do it on? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Oh, shoot, let me check, I've got it right here.  No. 2, 6 and 9 on the 

front nine and then the back nine, 10, 12, 16 and 18.  That was pretty cool. 

 
Q.  Any great holes? 

 
PAULA RETO:  You know, I hit one close I think it was on 12, that was like a 

three-footer so that was nice.  The others were about 15 feet, so to make them I had 
a couple good reads which was nice.  Yeah, they just dropped, so pretty excited. 

 

Q.  How big was the birdie on 18 there? 
 

PAULA RETO:  You know what I told myself two putts is fine and it just went in, so 
good momentum for tomorrow and I'm just going to think about another round 

tomorrow and not let it get to me. 

 
Q.  Why have you been playing so well recently?  You kind of had some missed 
cuts at the beginning of the year and all of a sudden you've been on a roll of 
making cuts and your best finish of the year at the last event at Portland? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Well, interesting question because the first couple tournaments I was 

just really nervous, you know, trying to find myself pretty much out here.  It's a little 

different than college golf and things like that, you've got to be more organized and 
stuff.  So like the last couple tournaments that kind of went well for me, traveling was 

a lot easier, I was more aware of what's going on and stuff.  Everything just kind of fit 
in the last couple tournaments and obviously being more comfortable where I'm at, so 

yeah. 

 
Q.  Are you thinking about the Asia events at all, big finish here could get you 
into those? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Well, not really because I'm still not in the Top 100.  If I finish well 
this week maybe, but not right now, no. 

 

Q.  Is that a goal, are you thinking Top 100, Top 80?  Do you have a goal coming 
into this week? 
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PAULA RETO:  Top 100, trying to get myself ready for next year. 

 
Q.  Does anything in particular distinguish this course from other courses 
you've played? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Not really, but the cool thing is you can cut a couple corners and you 

cut yourself like 30 yards off from shots.  Going from 5-iron you can hit like a pitching 
wedge or something so that's nice.  Yeah, the greens are really nice.  Really 

everything's pretty good, I like it. 
 

Q.  How big of an advantage is your length on this course?  You're one of the 
Top 10 on the tour in driving distance. 
 

PAULA RETO:  Well, yeah, it does have advantages because you can cut some of 
the corners, yeah, so that's pretty good.  I think I hit one 3-wood, so going with driver 

is probably the strength here. 
 

Q.  Any need to do anything different? 

 
PAULA RETO:  This week? 

 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
PAULA RETO:  No, just wake up tomorrow morning and play again. 

 

Q.  What's the biggest key figuring out as a rookie? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Oh, my gosh, there's so much stuff.  I mean, we have to do rookie 
hours and everything, all good things obviously.  But yeah, I mean, I come to every 

tournament like okay, where are the locker rooms, where is this, always trying to 

figure something out, and you have to do it by yourself sometimes.  So once you get 
all that figured out, it's better.  I feel like once next year maybe I'll play some more 

tournaments and I'll be a lot more set in what I need to do week to week and stuff. 
 

Q.  Was there a moment out here when you figured out, hey, I have the 
confidence, I can play out here? 

 

PAULA RETO:  Yes. 
 

Q.  Which one was that? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Well, that was Portland, yeah.  Especially getting a Top 10, okay, just 

a couple things here and there you've got to figure out and, you know, pretty much 
everybody here belongs out here if you can just have confidence. 
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Q.  I know it's career low on the LPGA.  Is this a career low, period? 

 
PAULA RETO:  No, I've had lower before, yeah. 

 
Q.  What's the lowest? 

 

PAULA RETO:  10-under, but I mean -- 
 

Q.  When was that? 
 

PAULA RETO:  Well, that was two years ago, I think, yeah. 
 

Q.  College tournament? 

 
PAULA RETO:  No, just regular round.  But in tournament was 8-under.  I'll take 

7-under any day, this is good, not complaining. 
 

Q.  You mentioned asking people like hey, where's the locker room.  Has 
anybody ever misguided you, rookie hazing? 
 

PAULA RETO:  No, not really.  No, they're all nice most of the time.  
 

Q.  We're here at the Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic and I'm with Paula Reto 
here.  Great round today, finished with a birdie on 18 to finish at 65.  Before this 
tournament your best round on tour this year was a 67 in Portland.  How does it 
feel to have your best round out here? 
 

PAULA RETO:  It feels good because it's the last tournament for me to determine if 
I'll go Top 100, so just to do it, it feels good.  And tomorrow is just another round and 

just keep myself going and not worry too much about things, just let it happen 

basically. 
 

Q.  You mentioned it's the last tournament before the whole Asia swing.  How 
important is it to perform well this week here in Alabama? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Well, it is important obviously but I'm not trying to think about it too 

much.  You know, I told myself already a couple things, if it goes either way I'm going 

to be happy where I need to be.  So I'm just going to have fun out here and just do 
the best I can, and I'm glad I'm playing a little bit better now than before, so it's good. 

 
Q.  Having fun seems to be working for you out here.  Had a few missed cuts 
but you've been doing really well these last few weeks.  Has there been any 
specific changes that you've done or tweaked your game a little bit? 
 

PAULA RETO:  You know, there's always tweaking and stuff like that, but probably 
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more a better relationship with my caddie and I on the course, what we need to do, 

game plans.  That was one of my big things at the beginning of the year, I would 
wander off that, so yeah, game plan, sticking to things and just committing to stuff. 

 
Q.  Okay, great.  Well, you have the next few days, what's the plan to carry that 
momentum into the following rounds? 

 
PAULA RETO:  Just trying to do the same thing, no change there, just have fun. 

 
Q.  Well, you had a great round today and good luck this week end. 
 
PAULA RETO:  Okay, thank you. 
 
 
 


