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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    
BROOKE PANCAKE, JENNIFER KIRBY & HANNAH COLLIER 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  All right, I would like to welcome you guys to the media center here 

at the Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic.  I'm here with Jennifer Kirby, Brooke Pancake, 
and Hannah Collier, now all University of Alabama graduates, former student-athletes 

there.  How does it feel to be back in Alabama playing together?  Brooke?  

 
BROOKE PANCAKE:  It's actually incredible.  Keeping track of Hannah at the 

Monday qualifier and our national championship for our coach Mic texted me when he 
found out that she made it and I was pretty (inaudible) and I yelled at Kirby because 

she was a hole behind me in the practice round and yeah, it's exciting to have us all 
together.  We're a really close-knit team and being able to be out here at this level 

which we worked so hard to get to (inaudible). 

 
MODERATOR:  Jennifer? 

 
JENNIFER KIRBY:  Yeah, this is our second time back in the state.  Even going to 

Mobile, just it was just really exciting.  There's just a feeling about coming back to 

Alabama that's so nice, so comfortable to be back, and obviously we have so many 
girls from Alabama on Tour and playing this week is really special. 

 
MODERATOR:  Great tournament for you.  And Hannah, Brooke mentioned how 

excited they were for you to qualify on Monday, actually Tuesday morning technically.  
How does it feel to qualify and be playing with these girls again? 

 

HANNAH COLLIER:  I can't even express how excited I am to be here.  This is my 
first LPGA event and it was such an exciting qualifier.  Jen's mom caddied for me 

Tuesday morning to help me get my round in.  But it's been so great to be here, I 
couldn't be more excited to be back with Brooke and Kirby. 

 

MODERATOR:  You guys all got here different ways.  Brooke, you've been playing 
on the Tour.  Jennifer, this is your rookie season and you qualified to get in here.  Just 

kind of talk about just the differences of being here, like I said, back in Alabama but 
just coming together, playing again, you know, like I said, back in college, just kind of 

from your different backgrounds how it feels to play together here in Alabama.    
 

BROOKE PANCAKE:  The difference between like being in college and out here? 

 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, just the approach that you guys take. 
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BROOKE PANCAKE:  It's definitely a lot different than it was at college.  You know, I 
individually loved playing collegiate golf, I loved the team aspect, loved everything 

about it.  Being out here, especially last year, I knew a lot of other players out here 
that I played against collegiately but you kind of miss that camaraderie to have 

somebody that you kind of (inaudible), your game, your personality that you can be 

yourself with.  It was definitely (inaudible) when Jennifer came out here.  I know like 
last year (inaudible) my mom and just having that familiarity of somebody that's out 

here that has my back.  And now more and more with Stephanie, (inaudible), it's just 
kind of taken off for the Alabama program. 

 
JENNIFER KIRBY:  I basically mirror what she said.  I definitely miss traveling with 

the team and it's a lot of stuff that I miss that's kind of off the course, traveling 

together, practicing together because it can definitely get pretty lonely out here so it's 
nice to have familiar faces and someone you can turn to for advice and support.  It's 

very different out here because everyone kind of has their own schedule so we might 
not see each other all the time whereas maybe we saw each other too much in 

college so it's definitely (inaudible). 

 
MODERATOR:  So we know I'm going to have to bring it, we're down in the south, 

you guys went to the University of Alabama, huge game coming up this weekend.  
Are you going to be watching it, having a watch party?   

 
HANNAH COLLIER:  Well, I brought my jersey, first of all, so I will be watching the 

game.  I am a huge Alabama fan.  I wasn't going to be here obviously, but yeah, it's a 

huge deal here for sure.  
 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Hopefully we'll catch the pregame.  
 

BROOKE PANCAKE:  Last week in France I was actually looking at the schedule 

and I was like oh, my gosh, we're going (inaudible) in Tuscaloosa and then I was like 
the game's at 2:30 because if it was at night I probably would have tried to get tickets 

to go because with my schedules it never works out, especially being in the states so 
close to the stadium to be able to go to a game, especially for such a big rivalry.  I'm 

definitely going to go somewhere and watch it for sure. 
 

MODERATOR:  Questions?  

 
Q.  (Inaudible) being part of a team and now that you're playing against each 
other, how does that play for your mental game?  
 

HANNAH COLLIER:  Well, I personally don't see it as competition against each other 

because we're all pulling for each other and we love to see each other do well 
because it's kind of like in college we always wanted each other to do well.  You 

know, obviously individually we want to play well, but I think it's more you get more 
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excited when you see your friends and teammates play well.   

 
BROOKE PANCAKE:  I think we definitely have a very special connection and 

special situation at (inaudible) where I don't know if that's the case for every collegiate 
team but we were very, very close.  And even though it was very strong competition 

between each of us, we definitely wanted each other to play well.  So coming out 

here, for me I was kind of shellshocked, I want to do well, I want to play well, but it's 
so individualized so that's another benefit of being out here and having people that 

are actually pulling for you and wanting you to do well.  (inaudible).    
 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  I think it's really exciting, too, just because we all are one year 
apart so we watched Brooke go through the whole Q School process and get her 

card, and then I was able to do that.  We're all supporting each other.  And Hannah 

will be going through this year so I think that's really awesome.  You know, everyone 
wants to play well but we always want each other to play well, too.  When we played 

as a team, we didn't want to play bad for each other, so we don't want to -- and we 
don't want to see anyone else play bad because we're a part of that team, we have 

that special connection.  It's different but, you know, we always wish each other the 

best because it's a lot bigger than just golf. 
 

Q.  What is it about the Alabama program right now? (inaudible) feels 
outnumbered out here with you girls.  What is it the program right now? 

 
BROOKE PANCAKE:  I think it's Mic Potter, our coach.  He did a phenomenal job 

recruiting all of us and recruiting some very young girls coming in the next few years 

that are really talented and winning the U.S. Amateur and Kristen winning this year.  
So I mean, I think props to him and I think the way he goes about letting us work on 

our game, a lot of coaches kind of have structured practices where everyone's doing 
the same thing.  He lets us individualize it and work to make ourselves better.  I think 

since we have such a great team and we had such a great team, we've had a lot of 

good competition, so we've had to help each other as well. 
 

Q.  There's a lot of SEC girls in the field this week.  How much fanfare is there 
about football?  (Inaudible)  
 
BROOKE PANCAKE:  You only hear it when you come to like SEC (inaudible.)  In 

California we don't really say anything.  But yeah, I think, you know, being at 

Alabama, everybody around you  (inaudible) not everybody but most people 
(inaudible) Auburn or Alabama fan so I guess the rivalry (inaudible.)  

 
Q.  This is the last full field event.  How important is this week for both of you 
guys as far as status on Tour for next year and getting into the Asia events, et 
cetera? 
 

BROOKE PANCAKE:  Yeah, this week is actually fairly important for me.  I'm 
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definitely, I'm playing the next Asia event in China.  If I do well here it will lead to more 

Asia events.  The better you do on the money list, everything's better.  You get to the 
first major next year, you don't have to go to the U.S. Open qualifier.  But other than 

that, it's just kind of at ease.  I have my card for next year (inaudible) and have a lot 
more to learn but it's definitely exciting. 

 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Yeah, this week's a big event for me to play well but I think no 
matter what I'll have some sort of status, so the better I play, obviously the better I 

look going into next year.  If I play really well, (inaudible) Asia, but I've played a lot 
this year and I'm very grateful for that, so hopefully I'll be back next year and play a lot 

better. 
 
 
 


