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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Sunday, August 31, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Fred, thanks for joining us.  Just a couple notes before we get 

started.  At 61, 9-under 61 was a career low for you on tour, which obviously is also a 
new tournament record here.  We had a couple 62s during the week.  It was your 

11th victory on the Champions Tour and the fifth time in the last six years that you've 

won multiple times on the Champions Tour.  Maybe just take us back a little bit 
through your day.  Probably, I know you talked a little bit about it out there, one of 

your best rounds ever? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, yeah.  I mean, yesterday was a very good day, too, and I felt 
like, I don't know, I wasn't really disappointed but I was excited the way I was hitting it.  

Then going into the day was just a day where I just felt like I played golf and played 

like I did yesterday and try to shoot a really good score and it never came into my 
mind about winning the tournament until really maybe the 15th, 16th holes.   

 
But I played really well.  The day started out with a couple up-and-downs on the first 

two holes with maybe a six-, eight-footer for par on one and then a great 

up-and-down on two and then from then on, you know, I hit the ball very sharp and 
clean and did a lot of good things.   

 
So to go over the round, I hit a wedge to four feet on No. 3.  The next hole is a par 5, I 

hit it on the back edge and two-putted from about 50 feet for birdie.  The next hole I 

hit 9-iron maybe 40 feet right of the hole and made it for birdie and that's it.  Then 
No. 11 I hit a good drive and a 7-iron right in the back fringe where the pin was to 

about 10 feet and made it for eagle.  Then the next hole I hit a good iron to probably 
15 feet and made it, a 7-iron.  Then the next hole hit a gap wedge to about 15 feet 

and made it.  Then made a really nice par on 15, probably a 10-foot par putt.  The 18, 
you already pretty much have that figured out. 

 

Q.  What was your second on 18? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  18 I was maybe 210 to the front, I think, or 208 to the front and 
the pin was on about 30.  I knew if I hit it solid it would come out of the rough fast, but 

there were some trees over there that I kind of went around figuring if it came out soft, 

I could cut it around the trees and it came out really nice but left of the green.  Then I 
got up there and I had an unbelievable lie.  It was just sitting up perfect and I pitched 

it in an area that I thought it would be the right spot and it rolled down there and hit 
the pin and went in.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  How far would you say?  
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FRED COUPLES:  40 feet.   

 
DAVE SENKO:  And your second shot? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  With a rescue, 5-wood. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then on the playoff hole --  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, the playoff hole I drove it first in the left rough and then I 
actually thought Billy hit a pretty good drive but it kind of trickled through the fairway 

and then he went for the green.  I wouldn't say out of his lie it was a horrible shot, but 
it was left and where it was safe.  Then I played up and I almost holed it.  As a player 

you can see this.  Obviously he had 90 feet of green to work with, it's a very hard 

shot, and then he had to place his ball with the slope and you don't want to get your 
club too close to the ball which made it an even harder pitch shot, and I think he just 

hit underneath it and left it well short and darn near made the putt.  He hit a great putt 
from probably 40 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Your second was --  
 

FRED COUPLES:  I laid up with a wedge and then hit a sand wedge from there. 
 

Q.  Fred, what did you do in the interim?  Were you actually sitting in your car? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, no, I went in and I don't go to the locker room much.  As a 

matter of fact, I went down there to cash a check and to sign some golf bags.  I don't 
hang around the course much.  So I went to the car, sat in there and kind of had my 

rain jacket on and tried to stay warm.   
 

Then a minute after sitting down the camera guy said that Billy hit it a foot for eagle, 

so I assumed that we had a chance of being in a playoff.  Then they said that Joe 
bogeyed 16, which then made him have to birdie a couple holes to tie, so I felt like if it 

was two guys or three guys, I walk to the range, hit a few.  Then we went out and 
playoffs happen pretty fast and that's it. 

 
Q.  Did you think that approach (inaudible) from your angle like it was going to 
drop? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, yeah, actually it looked like when it hit I thought it caught the 

hole or did something, and I'm glad it didn't -- once it hit the pin, they kind of spin a 
little bit.  But I was very lucky that it stayed so close, I didn't have any worse than a 

three- or four-footer or whatever.  It was a foot from the hole, but it looked good.  

Then when we were walking up we saw it on the Trinitron, I got to see the whole thing 
and it almost did go in. 
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Q.  If Billy (inaudible) playoff hole, were you in a position where you could have 
gone for it? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, probably not.  I mean, if he would have hit it five feet, 
then I may have thought about it.  But if he would have hit it on the green 30 feet, you 

know, you can't -- the first time I had a beautiful lie.  It was a little close to the green 

and the grain was going right with me.  I just am not strong enough to hack it out of 
that stuff anymore.  And it wasn't a horrible lie, but I was going to lay up no matter 

what. 
 

Q.  You have the cowboy hat on.  How's it feel and how's it feel to win this 
tournament? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, the hat fits perfect.  You know, I said last year and this year I 
really like the course.  I felt like I could play it well for two days, especially the first day 

I was a little so-so, but I didn't expect those kind of scores and then I was way behind.   
 

To come back and win is a great feeling.  I one way back in, I don't even know when 

Newport Beach was, February or March, and then I started to play pretty well and 
then my back went out and then my wrist a little bit, so I took two months off and I 

haven't really played much.  It's not surprising but I played last week in Seattle, which 
gave me quite a few rounds and then I came here.   

 
Again, I can play this course, I know how to shape the ball around the trees.  If I putt 

well, I'll be right there.  Last year I made a lot of birdies, but I made a lot of mistakes.  

This year I didn't have a bogey.  I played three rounds without a bogey and I made a 
couple nice par putts, but no bogeys is good.  I consider this to be a nice tricky, tough 

little course. 
 

Q.  You're --  
 
FRED COUPLES:  I'm going to play the Schwab Cup.  I just don't -- I know it sounds 

funny, I don't feel right, I don't feel great.  I can't catch Bernhard.  That was my goal at 
the beginning of the year and I just can't last.  So the idea of winning the Schwab 

Cup, I would have to win six times in 12 or 15 events, so that was a pipe dream.  But I 
think this is my eighth event.  There's a lot of great tournaments.  I just want to get 

away and see how good I'm going to feel, if I can go away for two months and I'll play 

I guess it's the end of October. 
 

Q.  I saw you I think it was on 9 stretching the hamstring.  Is it your lower back?  
Does it bother you? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  It bothers me all the time, if it's 90 and humid or 50 and cold, but a 
lot of days I don't gyrate, move around as much.  I have this thing on my back right 

now and it feels like it's burning a hole in it but it keeps it really, really warm and I 
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actually feel like even when it's cold, at least that part of my back is like sweating and 

it keeps me warm.  But I don't feel bad.  I mean, I cannot play like that and I feel bad 
but I know tomorrow -- this is the third, third week I played.  I went to Greensboro for 

the Wyndham, North Carolina, and missed the cut, but I still traveled for three weeks 
and it's a lot of work for me and I'm ready to go home and relax and not play for 

probably six weeks and then see if it will thaw out and feel good. 

 
Q.  Is there a time now where you can actually see not going through this, sort 
of slowing it down? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  No, I mean, that's a great question and I'll answer it easily.  I get 
very frustrated because I still feel like I can play really, really good golf but I can't 

practice, I can't chip and putt.  I finish my round and I go back to the hotel room and I 

kick my feet up and I do a couple things to relax just to get ready for the next day.   
 

But am I there yet?  Probably not.  I mean, I still feel like I've been off quite a bit.  I 
went to the British Senior Open and I actually played pretty well until the wind blew 

the last day and I was all over the lot.   

 
In Seattle it wasn't embarrassing, I just was a little bit off.  When I had a long 40-foot 

birdie putt or a 50-foot birdie putt, I three-putted.  If I had a really tough shot, I didn't 
kind of pull it off.  Those are things when you're playing a lot and playing well you can 

kind of get around.   
 

Then to come here and make no bogeys, for me that's a huge accomplishment and I 

feel like I'm playing good golf.  So to answer your question in a roundabout way, I 
want to continue to play but I have to really go slow at this because the same thing's 

going to happen.  I played a lot at the beginning of the year, got ready for Augusta, 
then I played Atlanta right after Augusta, and then I just couldn't sustain anything and 

then I couldn't bend over to line up a putt.  So then I went home for a couple months 

and I feel a little better.  I don't feel great. 
 

Q.  I know you talked on the green about (inaudible.)  Can you put into words 
how you're the guy that people gravitate to on this tour, that you're I guess the 
fan favorite out here?   
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, everyone always says we have Bernhard Langer, who I 

think is even being thought about being picked for the Ryder Cup team for Europe.  
That says a lot.  He wins all the time.   

 
And I think Stephen Ames is going to come out here, just because he's from Calgary 

or lives here, he's just going to dominate, he's just got too good of a game not to.   

 
So there are fan favorites and there are great players and I consider myself to be 

great for this tour and people, you know, the first day with Rocco and Stephen, I 
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mean the fairways were lined from the tee to the bridge to the green and they hung in 

there all day and that makes it a lot of fun.  I don't consider that either the three of us 
played great the first day but we didn't embarrass ourselves.  I'm sure Stephen was 

disappointed but it was still fun.  And it's not so much fun when you're playing in front 
of 30 or 40 people, I can promise you.  Your mind starts to wander and you make a 

birdie, so what, you hit a good shot.  But here you're not going to get that.  The 

people come out, they support it.  I know it's only the second year but I really wanted 
to play well and have a shot at winning, and obviously last night I didn't think that.  I 

knew I had to come out and have a great, great round but I never thought I was going 
to win ever, but I knew I could come and have a good day and get out of here and say 

I played well. 
 

Q.  I remember we all gathered around you when you finished last year and the 
big question was can we expect to see you again.  I guess now as the 
defending champion we can count on you coming back in 2015? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I would be back even if Billy won the playoff or if I finished 

10th.  I really do like the tournament.  You know, I lake playing late in the year.  I 

played in Seattle, so that's kind of nice where I come from Seattle to here.  Again, you 
can't play every week.  There are some courses that I don't feel like I've played 

particularly well on and I stay away from them.  This is a course that there's a lot of 
dogleg rights and I love to fade the ball.  I just have a nice feeling for the course.  I 

feel like if I come here playing well, I should be up there.   
 

Like I said, I really wasn't up there after two rounds, but I knew that putting was a big 

part of that and if I could come out today, it sounds crazy but I really never thought 
even walking up the 18th hole I thought I really needed to chip it in.  It's not that easy 

and I'm not going to sit here and say, oh, I needed to chip it in to win, but it was such 
a good lie that I thought I could chip it down there and have a shot at going in 

because I really felt like 14 wouldn't have been good enough.  And then of course a 

minute later or two groups later Billy hit it a foot from the hole and obviously luckily 
bogeyed I think the 17th hole, but that's a hell of a shot.  I mean, I'm in the clubhouse, 

he knows that a birdie's no good and he hits it a foot from the hole.  That's pretty good 
stuff. 

 
Q.  You say you didn't think you had a chance going into today but you knew 
you could go low.  Was there a certain point when you knew this was going to 
be a special day? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I made a putt on the 11th hole and I think it had me like tied 
for fourth or fifth.  So I usually look at the boards all day but after that I kind of looked 

going down the par 3 12th like where am I exactly, or if I'm fifth, am I five shots behind 

whoever's in first.  I think I was only two shots behind, and then I birdied the 12th and 
then I knew I was in a great spot if I could keep this thing going.  And then I birdied 

the next hole and I think I was in second, one behind maybe Billy or Joe at the time.  



tee-scripts.com 
   

6 

And then chipped in for eagle on the last to get right where I needed to be.   

 
Again, I made a nice six-foot par putt on the first hole.  If I would have missed that, I 

would have been way back.  And there were so many guys to pass from 6-under to 
10.  Four shots is not a lot but there were probably 20 guys ahead of me and I figured 

someone's going to shoot 65 and that put them wherever.  But once I got going, the 

back nine was a lot of fun, and again the chip-in on 18 was a huge, huge shot. 
 

Q.  I want to ask you about that putt on 15, a 10-footer.  Was that as important 
as any other shot? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Oh, no, for sure, for sure.  I mean, for one, you're a golfer.  I 

hadn't made a bogey all week and now I'm sitting there with a 10-footer for par.  The 

second shot I hit I thought I hit really, really nice where it was going to be pin high 
putting towards the flag and it carried further.  And then we were all there and I told 

my caddie, I don't think we're going to like this at all, there's a big ridge there.   
 

Then when I got there, you know, I had to hit a shot kind of with spin and fly it in a 

certain area and let it trickle over the hill and I kind of miss-hit it.  It was on the right 
line but it was soft and it kind of rolled down to the right and it was never going to be 

four, five feet but I knew it was not horrible.   
 

But I got lucky that it kept trickling to the right, which took some of the break off of it 
because it would have broke a foot instead of five or six inches, and I hit a really, 

really good putt and it just curled in on the left edge.  I did not want to make bogey 

there, I would have been done.  I don't think I would have been able to catch anybody 
at that time. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Okay, thanks, Fred. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Thank you.   
 
 
 


