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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Saturday, August 30, 2014  
 
 
Q.  How did you play?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  I played pretty well.  I shot 4-under and picking up a few spots but 

I played really well.  I left a few strokes out there on the putting greens, that's 

understandable a lot of times, but I hit the ball well. 
 

Q.  You did get one back on 4, the long one, a long eagle.  What did you see on 
that hole? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I saw a good second shot up.  I hit into the group in front of 

us because I didn't think I could reach but I thought I could get it to the front and it 

rolled on and made a 50-footer.   
 

Then the other two birdies I had were a one-foot tap-in on the 12th or 11th hole, the 
par 5, and then I hit a wedge about two feet on another hole.  So it's not like I was 

making putt after putt after putt, but I was close.  Hit a few good putts and it just didn't 

go in.  I need to make a lot of birdies to catch up to these guys. 
 

Q.  Do you see yourself right in position there on Sunday?  Is it manageable, 
attainable? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, I'm done.  They have nine holes to go, so someone 
could get to 12- or 13-under and then I would have to shoot 62 or 3.  But I like the 

way I played and I'm not going to play much more this year so it would be nice to play 
well tomorrow.  I don't even know what they're shooting but I think I'm going to be 

quite a bit behind, which is okay.  If I can shoot, you know, 7- or 8-under like someone 
did the first day, then I have a shot.  But attainable?  Always.  Doable?  Not so much. 

 

Q.  Rocco threatened to kick that ball into the bunker. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Is that what he said?  Yeah.  Well, I got lucky on that second shot, 
I hit a good one.  It rolled up on the green, so it was the best shot I hit all day.  I 

shouldn't have hit into them but I was trying to speed them up. 

 
Q.  Nice to get the support of the crowd there? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  The crowds are great.  We teed off the 10th hole, Rocco was in 

front of us, had a lot of gallery and then our group had some.  I mean, I can't say it 
enough that the golf course is great, the golf course is beautiful, but the fans, there's 

a lot of people.  I've always said it's in the top two or three crowd-wise and there are a 
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lot of people out here today.  Tomorrow I'll be playing off the first tee instead of the 

10th tee so hopefully there will be a lot more out there and I play well. 
 

Q.  You and Rocco have the same scores (inaudible.)  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, well, hopefully we'll be because today or yesterday we shot 

the same score and somehow we missed, so maybe they'll put us together tomorrow.  
 

Q.  Is there a certain mindset you have to have when you're as far back as you 
are to go I still want to win it?  Is there a focus? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, out here you only get three rounds, so when you 

shoot whatever you're shooting and you're that far behind after one round, you're in 

big trouble.  So there really is no mindset.  I mean, I tried to hit a couple extra drivers 
today.  I hit a driver on the third hole, which I did last year, too, and then I hit a driver 

on six right up in front of the green where I had a 50-yard shot.  Your mindset is to 
make birdies, but if I don't pull those drives off and I hit it in the rough or behind trees, 

I'm going to be scrambling to make four and you still have to hit good shots.  But 

tomorrow you've got to make every putt you look at.  But when you're way behind 
after one round you're in trouble on this tour.  Regular tour you get four rounds, here 

you get three and it's just hard to pick up two or three shots when you're six or seven 
down is not enough.  I needed to pick up five or six today and I had a chance.  But 

again, I'm surprised.  Bob Tway's leading?  I can't see that far but he's 9-under? 
 

Q.  Last I saw, yeah.  
 
FRED COUPLES:  That's a little surprising.  They have the eleventh hole, which he'll 

be putting for eagles and some of the holes are not easy but I would say 11-under at 
worse will be leading, so that puts me at least five behind.  As he said, it's all 

attainable, I guess. 

 
Q.  A lot of leapfrogging but why not try it, right? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, well, it's easy to jump one or two guys, but to jump 12 or 15 

is not easy. 
 

Q.  From what you remember from last year, does this course set up well for a 
low score on Sunday? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, it sets up -- I don't know how they shot those scores 
yesterday, I really don't.  I don't know if the pins were easier.  Today the pins were 

pretty good, but 8-under and 8-under and everyone was 3- and 4-under, that's great 

scoring.  Today they set it up a little harder.  I mean, it's the same every day.  Sunday 
they have tougher pins but it's the same course, so it's harder because you don't 

have another round so you get a little tighter, whether you're leading or in 20th place.  
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I mean, I'm behind tomorrow and if I hit a good shot on No. 1 and I have a 10-footer 

for birdie, I mean, I know I have to make it.  So it's not like it's just a free for all 
because you're trying to win or play well, but it's hard to shoot low scores round after 

round.  Is it doable?  Yeah.  This golf course is great, the greens are absolutely 
perfect, and if you get it rolling well you can make putts. 
 
 


