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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM PERNICE, JR. 
Friday, August 29, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Tom, thanks for joining us.  Good start, 8-under, including five 

straight birdies to begin your day 10 through 14.  Maybe just talk a little about that and 
we'll get your birdies and bogeys when you're finished.  

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Yeah, No. 10, hit a pitching wedge about six feet for birdie, 
knocked that in.  11, par 5, I hit a drive and an 8-iron about 12 feet for eagle and 

missed it, so two-putt birdie.  Twelfth hole, the par 3, I hit 6-iron about 18 feet, 15 to 
18 feet for birdie and made that.  Then 13, back into the wind, a good drive, 7-iron 

about 15 feet for birdie and made that.  No. 14, the par 3 was just an 8-iron right over 
the top of the flag about six feet behind the hole, nice little downhiller right to left.  

Then I hit two good shots actually the next two holes and made par.  No. 16 I had it 

about 18 feet and missed it, and then 16, the par 3, I hit a 4-iron about seven, eight 
feet right behind the hole and missed it.  No. 17 I drove it just into the right rough, 

played for a little flyer with an 8-iron, it came up short in the rough, hit a nice chip 
about six feet above the hole, I missed the putt, made bogey.  Then 18 I hit a good 

drive and hit a 2-hybrid right in the middle of the green about 30 feet for eagle and 

two-putted.  Birdie on 2, hit a wedge about 15 feet.  The par 5 No. 4, made probably 
about an 18-footer for birdie.  No. 7 I hit a good drive and an 8-iron about 10 feet and 

made it for birdie.  I three-putted No. 8 from about 20 feet, ran it by about six feet my 
first putt up the hill, missed it coming back.  And then the ninth hole I hit a 6-iron about 

eight feet for birdie. 

 
Q.  Can you describe for us what it's like to come out of the gates the way you 
did today with birdie on your card the first five holes and that kind of a groove 
at the start of your round? 

 
TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, obviously the swing's feeling pretty good and the ball's 

kind of going where you want it to and the key is you're able to capitalize and make 

some putts.  I just tried to stay calm and relaxed and just keep going, put the pedal 
down and just keep going.  I had good control of the golf ball, drove the ball in play 

quite well really on especially the first nine holes.  Like I said, 17 was a pretty good 
drive into the wind, it just missed the fairway on the right-hand side by maybe a yard, 

so that was a little unfortunate but ended up with a bogey there.  I hit a couple loose 

drives on the front nine but was able to recover.  Hit it through the fairway at 1 into the 
trees a little bit but got it on the green and two-putted.  Drove it in the rough on the 

fourth hole, the par 5, but still was able to get it down there and make a birdie.  So 
after that I started hitting the ball really well and had a lot of good opportunities.  I just 

tried to stay relaxed really, tried not to get too excited knowing that you've got pretty 
good control of your golf swing and the putting stroke feels pretty good and just kind 

of let it happen. 
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Q.  After your bogey on 17, how nice was it to smoke that drive and get it on the 
green in two? 

 
TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, it was obviously nice to hit the good drive but it was really 

nice to hit the 2-rescue right in the middle of the green.  The wind was pretty brisk 

right into it and I aimed it about 30 feet left of the hole and hit it dead straight and it 
was the perfect club.  That was nice to recover.  Then obviously kind of a mistake on 

8, got a little greedy and tried to run the put in up the hill and knocked it by six feet 
and three-putted.  But then to come back and stiff the 6-iron at 9 and make the putt, 

nice feeling. 
 

Q.  Almost making the eagle putt, too.  How close was that to going in?  
 
TOM PERNICE, JR.:  It just hung on the lip a little bit.  It was a good putt but it was 

pretty quick coming down the hill so just trying to have it have good speed.  No, it's 
satisfying playing into the wind, good drive and a good second shot, it's obviously 

nice.  It's always nice to bounce back after bogey with a birdie. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Did conditions change much today from start to finish?  

 
TOM PERNICE, JR.:  It warmed up was the main thing.  The wind started out a little 

bit out of the southeast and finished up a little bit out of the south, but pretty much 
same direction, pretty constant, wasn't too bad.  It was pretty chilly.  I wore a 

long-sleeved shirt and a long-sleeved sweater first nine holes and then I made the 

turn and it warmed up quite a bit and it was quite comfortable. 
 

Q.  Tom, how much has changing No. 15 from a par 5 to a par 4 changed the 
way you play, particularly on a day where the golf course is (inaudible)? 

 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  The course was plenty dry.  The course wasn't wet today other 
than the greens were soft.  With the wind today, the tees are basically up 40 yards 

from where we used to play them, or 35 yards.  It was downwind today and I hit a 
3-wood and a 7-iron.  When it's downwind it's obviously not as challenging.  I think 

they did it because the members didn't like the low scores they shot last year to be 
honest with you.  I mean, it really doesn't make the course play that much more 

difficult, it just changes par is all it's done.  With it downwind, I hit a 3-wood and 

7-iron, so it's not a major change really. 
 

Q.  We heard some guys earlier this week say that they had trouble believing 
the numbers might get -- partially because that change you talked about on 15, 
but that the numbers would get quite as low as last year.  Has that kind of gone 
out the window with it softening up?  Do you expect it to be pretty similar 
score-wise? 
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TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Obviously scoring mostly depends on the weather.  The greens 

are pretty receptive.  I think they were hoping to get the greens a little firmer.  I know 
earlier in the week you guys had had some rain last week, so the course was a little 

bit soft.  I think the little bit of rain we got yesterday kept them soft again.   
 

Now, will the superintendent keep the water off the greens?  I don't know.  I know that 

our staff would like him to keep the water off the greens.  If we don't get any more 
rain, obviously the greens become firmer, and if the wind blows, those are the two 

most determining factors where scoring becomes more difficult is firm greens and 
wind.  So the opposite, if it rains a little bit and it's not too windy, scoring's going to 

continue to be good because the greens putt so beautifully. 
 

Q.  You were in contention here last year, too.  How much does having that 
year's experience help you going into this weekend? 
 

TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Well, it's always nice to come back where you feel comfortable 
and you played well before, that's always nice.  I came in here playing pretty well and 

obviously getting off to a good start helps.  We've got a long ways to go but three 

days, it's always nice to get out of the blocks and get started well, gives you a good 
opportunity the next two days. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Tom. 

 
TOM PERNICE, JR.:  Thank you, guys.   
 
 


