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PRE-TOURNAMENT NTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BERNHARD LANGER 
Thursday, August 28, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Bernhard Langer to the media centre, our 

current Charles Schwab Cup and money leader with five wins this year.   
 

Welcome to Calgary.  This will be your first time playing here at this event.  I'm not 

sure if you had a chance to have a look at the golf course yet, but maybe just some 
thoughts if you have on Canyon Meadows. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I played nine holes Monday, nine holes Tuesday and I 

had a good look at it.  It's very impressive, beautiful golf course, obviously tree lined 
and the rough's up a little bit.  The fairways are probably a little bit tighter than usual 

as well.  Noticed that almost every green has a ridge or two where it slopes up and 

then it slopes away from you, so I think they can find some pretty good pins that are 
hard to get to.   

 
I was surprised how good the scoring was last year, but I understand the setup might 

have been slightly different.  The course played a lot shorter because of the firmness 

and maybe there wasn't quite as much rough.  I had a hard time seeing 22-, 23-under 
for three days on that golf course. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Talk a little about your year, five wins and you were T15 last week 

but won at Dick's and your 13-shot victory over at the Senior British.  Maybe just 

what's been working well this year for you.  
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's been an amazing year, very good from the very get-go 
winning the first tournament and then just finishing in the Top 3 or 5 almost every 

week thereafter.  Been able to win two majors and five tournaments is a real blessing.  
It doesn't happen very often.  And what's been clicking, I'm not quite sure.  I think my 

putting is a little bit better than it has been on average and that makes a huge 

difference.  Ball striking's been pretty solid for the most part as well.  You know, all it 
takes is like half a shot a day or a shot a day better and for the week it's two or three 

strokes and that makes a huge difference.   
 

I'm still a strong believer that we can get better even at my age because we can 

improve our technique, we can get better mentally.  I understand more about the golf 
swing and the golf game than I did 20, 30 years ago, and so what you lose in strength 

and flexibility and maybe getting a little bit tired here or there, you hopefully make up 
by better technique and other things that you've learned through experience. 

 
Q.  Bernhard, some golfers decline with age.  That doesn't appear to be the 
case with you, you seem to be getting better and better with age. 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, there's going to be a point sometime in our lives where 
we do decline, and we all go through ups and downs and valleys and peaks, but as I 

just said a minute ago, I think in the 50s I think you can still, if you're healthy enough 
and you work out a little bit and maintain some kind of strength and flexibility, I think 

you can still get better at the game.  I saw it in Tom Watson.  I think his technique got 

better in his 50s.  He's swinging the club better than probably in his younger days.  As 
long as you can make some putts, there's no reason you can't improve and get better.   

 
At some point it's going to be, you know, history tells us that age is not going to go 

bypassing us, it's going to hit all of us.  At some point you're going to hit the ball 
shorter and you won't have the energy or things start to ache and hurt.  You know, 

I've been aching and hurting for many years, too.  It seems to be more and more but 

trying to ignore it and make the best of it. 
 

Q.  Happy 57th belatedly. 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you. 

 
Q.  If the phone rings and you're invited to join the Ryder Cup team, I take it you 
would be pleased to do that? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Of course I would be.  Who wouldn't be?  It's a great honor 
to represent your country and your tour any time in your career and it would be a thrill 

for me to be part of that, yes. 

 
Q.  Can you maybe just I guess for starters elaborate on what you just said, 
what it would mean to not only represent your country and Europe but to 
represent the Champions Tour?  It's rare for a guy out here to even be 
considered at the Ryder Cup let alone I think the oldest right now is 51.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I think was it Raymond Floyd that was picked once?  I 

don't see a reason why not as there's certainly a number of great players out here 
that could be chosen.  As I said, you know, just because we are 51 or 52 or whatever 

age we might be, why does that make us worse than what we were 44 or 42?  It really 
doesn't, it makes no sense.  The golf ball doesn't know how old we are.  As I said, we 

have more experience, we have a better understanding of what we can do and how 

the game works and why certain things are happening because I've had more time 
grooving my swing and practicing certain things and picking other people's brains, 

whether it's coaches, mental coaches or whatever it might be.  So I can see that 
happen in the future that there's the odd over 50-year old guy going to be in some of 

the biggest competitions.  I keep saying that sooner or later it's going to be an over 

50-year old winning a major. 
 

Q.  Did you consider I guess adjusting your schedule at all to try and show Paul 
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that he can -- to try and stack up against the guys that you're going to be 
competing with? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, my goal is to play out here.  I love playing on the 
Champions Tour and I'm not going to start playing on the European Tour now or the 

U.S. tour all of a sudden five or six tournaments just to prove a point.  If this doesn't 

prove a point, then nothing's going to prove a point.  I'm going to play where I want to 
play and where I have the most fun, and my goal was to win majors and to win 

tournaments and hopefully win the Schwab Cup and the money list.  Those are the 
kind of goals I'm having, and if I get picked for the Ryder Cup, it's a bonus. 

 
Q.  Can you take us back 10 years and your experience to what this time is like 
for Paul McGinley as he tries to figure out which direction he's going to go with 
those captain's picks? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, for me I was captain in 2004 and it was the hardest 
decision, one of the hardest decisions in my life because I only had two picks and I 

had really four guys I wanted to choose and I could only choose two and I had to tell 

the other guys, you know, you're great players, you had a good season but you're not 
going to be on the team.  That's very difficult to have that face-to-face conversation or 

phone call or whatever.  So I know he's in a very difficult situation and predicament, 
especially since there's a bunch of players on the European team that he may have 

hoped to be on like Westwood, Poulter, maybe Luke Donald.  I don't know who else, I 
haven't seen the latest list.  But some of the guys that have done well in the Ryder 

Cup in the past, they're not on the team, so he's got a few of them that he's going to 

have a very hard time just choosing three out of the list that he has to choose from. 
 

Q.  Donald was one of your picks, correct? 
 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I picked Monty and Donald at the time, yeah. 

 
Q.  Paul's challenge this year is that there are a lot of good players that have 
yet to qualify by any other means.  He's got a lot to pick from as compared to 
you had a few.  He's got probably more options. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't know.  There's always the same amount of options, I 

think.  There's always five, six guys that are considered to be on the team and the 

good thing for him is he can pick three.  I could only pick two.  You know, he's got a 
strong team already, it's not like he's got a bunch of guys that can't play, so he has to 

make the team a lot stronger with those guys that he's picking. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Bernhard. 

 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome, thank you. 
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