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PRE-TOURNAMENT NTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES 
Thursday, August 28, 2014  
 
 
FRED COUPLES:  The last four or five holes, I was just trying to get it in without 

hurting myself.  I don't know if it's supposed to be like this.  If it is, that's a problem, 
not just for me but everyone.  The course is great.  The new fairways are really nice 

and it's in good shape. 

 
Q.  Do you notice the rough up a little more from last year? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  It was wet, you know, so anytime you're in the rough and 

it's a little damp, it's hard to get the club through there.  But there's plenty of rough.  
It's not like you just hit it in the rough and go knock it on the green and stop the ball.  

It's going to be hard. 

 
Q.  Still a fair test, though, just a little tougher test than last year? 

 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, it's harder already.  There's one hole that's a par 4 that's 

490 now and it's a lot easier to play a hole, even if there's water all over the place, if 

it's a par 4 and now it's a par 5 and you have to hit two really, really good shots to 
make par, so that's probably four shots harder right there.   

 
But Rocco, you can't base what Rocco did, he went crazy and shot some great 

scores.  But it's a very fair test, it's very fun to play.  I think that the shorter holes are 

not easy and you have to hit the ball in play.  If you're playing out of the rough, it's 
going to be hard to get it close.  So front nine, first 12 or 14 holes I played pretty well 

and I kept it in the fairways, and when I didn't, I had nothing but wedges so I was able 
to stop it on the green. 

 
Q.  I happened to notice the kid you bought the shoes for last year. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  I don't know if you remember. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Oh, yeah.  They've lasted a year.    

 
Q.  He needs a new pair. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  He does, he does need a new pair.  I'm surprised as big as he is 

his feet haven't gotten any bigger.  I met him last year and he carried the sign last 
year and he's freezing.  He's got shorts on.  I think a lot of the volunteers are out there 

freezing, too.  But he's a nice kid, we had a good time, but it was cold, very cold. 



tee-scripts.com 
   

2 

 

Q.  Maybe you'll buy him a jacket this year. 
 

FRED COUPLES:  I think he's got plenty of coats.  We'll get him something, we'll get 
him something.  Some coffee. 

 

Q.  You've had back issues most of your career.  You see what Tiger's going 
through at the moment.  I mean, is there any way of sort of dealing with that?  
Rocco yesterday talked about his and said the best way to deal with it is just 
not to continue doing what caused the problem, but in your case, what's your 
perspective? 
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I don't know what Rocco's comments are.  He's had a bad 

back, too, and he's talked about a lot of things, mostly in Tiger's swing.  You swing 
like you swing.  If I could change my swing in 1993 and make my back feel better and 

still play well, I would do that.   
 

Everyone can critique.  It seems like everyone's got a reason for Tiger and most 
players we like watching when they don't play well, it's all okay.  When Tiger 
doesn't play well, you know, he woke up in a bad mood or he went to sleep 
crooked or his back hurts or this... 
 
The guy just had surgery three months ago now so you've got to give him time, and I 
don't think his swing is killing his back.  I don't think my swing killed my back.  There's 

a lot of torque and if it happened to Camilo Villegas, we'd be worried about it but we 

wouldn't talk about it every day.  When it happens to the best player in the last 30 
years, then it becomes something to talk about.   

 
Now, to answer what I think, I think he's going to have to really get loose and come 

out and play when he feels good, and hopefully that will be next year at his 

tournament.  But I think he's going to have to have days where he's just not going to 
feel good.  It's part of life.  I play and I don't think I'm any different than most, but I can 

stand way open to the ball and kind of slap it around.  But those things take time.  I 
didn't do it my very first year when I hurt my back but you'll start to get in areas where 

even if you put your left foot out, it will take a little pressure off your back and kind of 
make you feel good.   

 

I hope for his sake he comes back and he doesn't have many back problems, but I 
like the way he plays and if you look at last year, he won five times.  I think the 

biggest killer is he hasn't won a major in however long and that's a problem, but it's 
his problem to resolve and figure out and he'll be fine, I think. 

 

Q.  Given your role that you had in the Presidents Cup in that position before, 
what do you make of the potential of the Ryder Cup pick to go to somebody like 
Bernhard Langer?  What's your take? 
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FRED COUPLES:  Well, to be honest with you, when Watson was winning the British 
Open for 23 and a half hours out of 24, I was going to put him on the team.  Sounds 

funny.  He's one of my idols and best players, but if he would have won I would have 
put him on the Presidents Cup team and that was in 2009.  I have no idea what Paul 

McGinley's thinking about, but I mean they have a solid, solid team and they have 

solid picks, so if you look at Lee Westwood and Luke Donald and Ian Poulter. 
 

Q.  Even Graham McDowell.  
 

FRED COUPLES:  Graham McDowell, I didn't know that, Graham McDowell is going 
to maybe be picked.  Those are crazy people to have to choose from.  So maybe he's 

the odd guy out, but I can promise you if Poulter and McDowell were on the team and 

they had four picks, I don't know how you could leave him off the team.  But if you're 
going to have to pick McDowell, Poulter, Westwood and Donald, then it's kind of an 

easy choice.  I don't know where Donaldson's back on the team, he won last week, 
but Stephen Gallacher, he's a great player, too.  So maybe he goes one sideways 

and picks Gallacher over someone but he's got an easy night because he can't go 

wrong with those picks. 
 

Q.  You're in kind of the signature group tomorrow with the hometown 
favourite, Stephen Ames, and Rocco who did so well here.  Maybe talk about 
going into tomorrow, what do you expect.  Rocco talked about just getting that 
first tee shot out of the way.   
 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, that's where it starts.  I heard the weather's going to 
be nice, so I didn't bring any sweaters so this jacket is going to get a lot of use.  But 

yeah, you have to fade the ball on No. 1, you have to draw it on No. 2, you've got to 
go working the ball around the park and then you have to make some putts.  But 

Stephen Ames is phenomenal to have out here.  He's someone I've known for a long 

time and like the way he plays, and Rocco's always fun to play with.  For anyone, 
even if you're not someone that anyone thinks, you have to get off to a good start and 

the first hole, it's a good driving hole and it's long.  Last year I felt like there was a few 
holes I didn't play well, but the course is totally different today.  It played much longer, 

not just the 15th hole but the whole golf course played longer, and there's not as 
many driver-wedges.  I think the greens are perfect.  So it will be the same cast of 

characters, I can promise you.  The same guys are always up there because they're 

the best players on this tour.  
 
 
 


