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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Wednesday, August 27, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Rocco, thanks for joining us.  Maybe get us started, you had a 

chance to see the course today.  There have been a few changes since last year, I 
think. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, just noticed 14 is a four, or 15, excuse me.  That's it 
really.  Golf course is a little softer, greener.  It's good, everything's good.  There's 

no -- a little more rough, which is good.  So yeah, it's good.  It will be a little bit 
different, it won't be quite as fast. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How's your game coming in here? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's coming.  I'm making a few little moves, everything's fine, 
can't complain.  Just wish Fridays came quicker than Friday.  A lot of waiting.  

 
Q.  Last year you played so well last year, a lot of the guys were saying great 
golf tournament but Rocco wrecked it for us because he played so well.  What 
were the guys saying to you after your performance? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Nothing.  That happens sometimes.  Everybody -- I don't know, 
it just happens.  One of those weeks where nothing really happened bad, it's just a lot 

of good shots, a lot of good putting.  It was freaky actually.  It doesn't happen very 

often.  So they were like looking like, What the hell's the matter with you?  I was like, I 
don't have an answer for that, I have no idea but it was good.  You come in here, like 

you know when you look at the golf course, now the scores are going to be not as low 
I would think this year because it's just playing a little longer, a little softer.  And 15's 

changed, which makes a big difference because now it makes it an extremely difficult 
driving hole because you have to hit the fairway now.  You can't make a mistake and 

then lay up, you know what I mean?  So it's going to make a big difference. 

 
Q.  How often in your career have you had, you know, days like that where you 
go three days --  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I've had days like that but never weeks, not really.  That was my 

lowest score ever in three days.  I shot 20-under par, I won the Buick Open in 2000 
but that was four days.  Yeah, it was just freaky.  It was one of those things where you 

get done and you're like, What the heck, what did I shoot?  Everything's going, just a 
lot of birdies, a lot of things happened last year. 

 
Q.  Is there any way when you come back a year later, is there any way to get -- 
is it a mental state?  Do things just sort of click?  Is there any way of topping 
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back into that? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  The only thing you can do, and this is the most boring thing but I 

always say this, the only thing that I'm concerned with as we speak about this 
tournament is the first tee shot because I remember last year I was in a bad -- I felt 

awful, I wasn't hitting it any good, I just wasn't doing anything that well I felt like.  I got 

up on the first tee and thought about something and hit it down the fairway and went 
from there.  You know what I mean?  You can't really go -- there's no planning out 

what you're going to do, there's no I want to shoot this score.  It just doesn't happen, 
at least not with me.  I don't know that you can really do that but it's basically just, like 

I said, a couple fairways and greens bringing home the silverware.   
 

If you drive good out here -- I will say one thing.  I hit driver a lot, probably more than 

most I would say.  If you drive it good and get short clubs into these holes, you can 
take it apart and that's what we did last year.  We drove good and I putted good and 

that was the end of that, just kept doing that.  But that's the key.  If you don't drive 
well, forget about it here, it's just narrow, which I do love that about this golf course. 

 

Q.  I know you said it was kind of a freaky three days for you just how well 
everything went last year.  What's it like to hear a tournament committee say we 
need to make it a little bit longer, we need the rough a little bit longer because 
of what Rocco did last year? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's funny, it's actually funny.  Like I said, I don't know, I don't 

know how to explain just even what they just said about that.  It's funny.  The rough, if 

you're driving it good, I don't care what's on the sides, you know what I mean, and 
neither does anybody else.  And that's the thing about this golf course, it's in 

marvelous -- it's one of our best driving courses that we play all year because if you 
choose to hit driver but now that it's a little softer -- not that it's soft but it's softer than 

last year.  Last year was pretty firm, the ball was moving out there, which made the 

fairways even smaller.  And you lay back a lot, you have a lot of longer clubs into 
some of these pins, and some of these pins get kind of interesting.  It's a really good 

set of greens.  Who knows what's going to happen.  It's like we already know that 15 
is not -- a whole different ballgame.  Who knows how much that will change the score.  

And depending on where they play the tee on 18.  We played it one tee up last year 
and we could reach if you hit a good one.  From that back tee, which we played today 

in the pro-am and last year in the pro-am, only a couple guys, depending on the wind.  

Like it's into the wind today.  It's going to be tough to -- Freddie might today but I 
doubt it.  It's going to be hard for him to get there into the wind from that back tee.  So 

it depends what they do with those tees. 
 

Q.  Is there a spot out there for you, a specific spot, a shot maybe that kind of 
brought the good memories back, one place that allowed you to reflect on last 
year? 
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  The last hole for sure.  I take all that in.  I think about those 

things and remember them.  I don't like -- I take all that in.  I remember some of the 
shots that we hit last year during the week and you remember them very vivid just 

walking through it today, playing today and messing around.  Had a great time with 
Brad Shaw and his son.  We had a nice day and the weather was ridiculous.   

 

But yeah, I take all that in.  I look around, I remember things what I did and how I was 
feeling, like certain tee shots, how I was feeling on those and how I can use that this 

year.  I definitely look at that.  I definitely think of those things because it just doesn't 
happen -- if I had 90 wins, then you might forget some, right?  But when you do that, 

you remember those very, very vividly. 
 

Q.  You've always been a pretty popular player on the tour and I see you've got 
the Flames hat on.  How's the crowd responding to you out there and how's the 
pro-am experience? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's good.  The crowds here are great.  There's actually a decent 

amount of people following us today for a while but the crowds here last year were as 

good as we had all year pretty much.  I'm sure that will be the same this year 
depending on the weather of course.  It looks decent, I think.  It looks pretty good.  

Maybe tomorrow is a little funny.  The weekend looks pretty good.   
 

But it's great, people are great.  I'm staying with Clay so I have to wear his hat.  What 
am I going to do?  He'll throw me in the garage, I won't have a bed to sleep in. 

 

Q.  You went up to Banff last year, did you? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, we went up and looked at Lake Louise and stuff, but I'm 
going up this week after the tournament to play a little bit.  I want to play Banff 

Springs.  I'm a huge Stanley Thompson fan and I've got to read about him over the 

last year and a half or two.  All the great golf books you would always see pictures of 
Banff Springs and it looked like it wasn't even real.  The one book I want -- I don't 

know what book it is but it's a coffee table book, you look up and the golf course, the 
mountains are like, I've got to see that, that can't be real, and it obviously is.  I can't 

wait to see it. 
 

Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, Tuesday or Wednesday we're going to play and just hang 

out and just kind of get away for a little bit.  But I went up last year just for the day, 
just looked around.  It's ridiculously neat, so we're going to do that and spend a 

couple days and not have to worry about getting back to play golf or anything like 

that. 
 

Q.  Are you surprised, the question came up last year when you were talking 
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with Tiger and stuff, are you surprised a year later and he's still where he is, 14 
majors and --  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, I'm not surprised at all about where he is now.  I'm happy 
where he is now, though, because now he's with -- by himself.  Where he goes to the 

next teacher is obviously going to be interesting what's going to happen.   

 
But here's how I'm looking at it.  So Tiger's done now for the year, he's finished.  He 

said, you know, it was inevitable that he was going to reinjure it coming back doing 
the same things he was when he injured it.  Common sense says that wait a minute --  

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  And all's I've done my whole career is try to figure out a way to 
get around it.  I still do.  I have no issues but I still, I get worried, oh, if I start doing 

that it's going to cause this and I'm going to be hurt again.  So you can't -- when you 
come back out of an injury that's that devastating, even to him, you have to change, 

you have to go back and go, Wait a second, this is what caused it, I'm not doing that 

anymore.   
 

Well, I think a couple days ago he went, I'm not doing that anymore.  And wherever 
he goes now I'm just hoping it's to somebody that gets the club where it belongs to 

take the stress off his body because if he continues that way it will break again.  It will.  
I'm anxious to see because just think if he gets to where he can find his ball again in 

the next three, four months and he gets to the Masters tip top and then Rory is going 

after three in a row.  How good will that be?   
 

Because what I keep telling people and they keep asking me, Can he get back to 
where he was, I'm like, Of course he can.  He's a cold blooded killer.  When he had 

that look, when he knew where his ball was going, you couldn't touch him.  You think 

that's going to change if he can find his ball again?  It's not going to change at all 
because that's all he's ever known and that's just by watching.  I don't know him, I 

don't talk to him.  That's by looking and seeing and getting to play with him a lot.  In 
the 2000s I played with him a lot and you saw it going, this guy's unstoppable, and all 

of a sudden the ball went crooked and he's stoppable.  What if it doesn't go crooked 
anymore?  He's going to go back to where he was before. 

 

Q.  Do you think a swing coach is a necessity?  Do you think it's overdone? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Extremely overdone, extremely overdone.  I go back, what I do 
now and not putting myself in that echelon whatsoever but just as a professional, a 

guy on the tour playing the tour for a thousand years, I go back to when like Rick 

Smith and I went back, he came up to Minneapolis about a month or so ago because 
I was -- I just didn't feel good about what I was up to.  I didn't like what was 

happening, I didn't feel great.  I wasn't hurt but I could just feel a little stress I didn't 
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like and I said, come on down, I want to go back to something we used to do, I want 

to look and see what the heck is going on.  So I went back through all the old 
tournaments I played and the ones I won, the ones that I was hitting it good.  I have 

that on DVD, right, so you can look at it, so you can look at what you're doing now 
and what you were doing then and go, wait a second, I was really good then, I'm like 

not as good then as -- my ball's not doing what I want it to do like it was then.  I'll just 

do that again.  That's how quickly that can happen.   
 

So that's what I would like to see him do is go back and go, wait a minute, I won like 
40 percent of my tournaments when I did that, maybe I'll do that again.  Maybe call 

me cuckoo but that's -- we know we can get it around pretty much any way as long as 
it's reasonably in front of you, the club, right?  But not when it's sideways.   

 

I think it's overdone.  I've talked to Rick a lot about stuff, just feels.  I'm not a technical 
like I don't analyze every single shot I hit, but we know why they go crooked.  Most of 

us do.  Some of us don't and that's a bad situation, that's when you go bye-bye.  
You've got to know what got you there because eventually it's going to not be there, 

you're going to lose it.  Things are going to go sideways because we're human.  But if 

you know what got you to the top or to wherever the top of your game was, where my 
game is and I fall down, I should be able to get back up there because I knew what 

got me there.  It happens.  You want to hit yourself because you're like how the hell 
did I start doing that?  I don't feel that but all of a sudden the club's here, there, you 

don't want it there and you've got to fix it and that takes time.   
 

He's got the time now.  We'll see.  I can't wait to see what he comes back with 

because if he comes back with anything that his driver is going where he's looking, 
watch out.  The Nicklaus record will fall fast if he starts driving better.  We'll see.  I just 

want him to be healthy because I love watching him play golf.  I just want him to be 
healthy and play good.  I'm sure he wants the same thing.  It's great watching that 

stuff.  You don't get to see it.  It's never been -- we'll never see something like that in 

our lifetime again.  Rory's, he's unbelievable.  He's got a chance. 
 

Q.  He's not as consistent, though.  I don't think we'll see anybody that --  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I doubt it, I doubt it, but man, the guy's something right now.  
We'll see.  He's 25 years old, he's got four of them already.  You never know but it's 

fun watching him, too.  It's fun watching these kids. 

 
Q.  Whatever Tiger comes back with, it's got to be with a swing that doesn't do 
much damage to his body, that will be the real damage. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  One hundred percent, one hundred percent, and that's what, like 

I said, I've done my whole -- since I got hurt in '93 by taking the clubs out of the car, 
that's all I've ever tried to do is find a way to be able to play but also to be able to not 

go down again.  And if I was certain people that had these back injuries, I might go, 
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yeah, Rocco, what do you think, give me something, what did you do.  Not that I set 

the world on fire but when I went into surgery, Doc Day told me you're probably never 
going to play at the level you want to play at again.  I went, I can't play that way now, 

so do the cutting, please.  I played my best since then.  Like I said, not the world on 
fire but I played for 27 straight years on this Tour, 20 of them being extremely could 

be injured and we figured out a way to get around it and that's what I would do.   

 
I talked to Fuzzy about that.  Back in '94 at the U.S. Open at Oakmont, I made the 

cut, I could hardly walk.  I only played because I was playing with Mr. Palmer at his 
last Open, of course I'm going to crawl around, right?  I made the cut and I shot 74 or 

5 the third day and I just couldn't hardly move.  I was sitting in the locker room and 
Fuzzy was there and I went, Fuzz, what do I do?  He goes, son, you can't play.  Go 

get the surgery.  When you come back, come back the right way.   

 
That is exactly what I did.  Fuzzy's back problems were notorious back then, back in 

the day.  I figured, well, who's a better guy than him to ask, who's a better guy to ask 
than him, I mean.  So if I was one of those guys, a couple guys have gone down 

about it, I know who to call, I know some things. 

 
Q.  Rocco, do you have a perspective on the season Bernhard Langer is 
having? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Not surprised, how about that for perspective?  The guy's an 
absolute -- he's a workaholic, he never stops, he's just good.  Everything's good right 

now.   

 
If I was McGinley, he would be my first pick, period.  There wouldn't even be a 

thought about it.  I wouldn't think about it twice.  I might even throw Monty in with him.  
But what Bernhard does is remarkable.  He's always been that kind of guy though.  

He's putting great, he's hitting it great, short game's great.  He's got it all firing and it's 

fun to watch.  It's fun to have a guy like that, it makes you work harder.  It makes you 
want to get better so you can, you know, try to beat him because he's won, what, five, 

six this year?  Five.  That's a lot.  That's about a third.  How many has he played?  It's 
almost a --  

 
DAVE SENKO:  17. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's almost a third.  That's Tiger numbers.  I don't care what tour 
we're talking about, by the way, because we out here still can play pretty good and 

what he's done a few times is remarkable but not surprising. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  Thanks, Rocco. 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  You've got it, guys. 
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