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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STEVE ELKINGTON 
Wednesday, August 27, 2014  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, we would like to welcome Steve Elkington to the media centre.  

Steve, maybe just get us started.  This is your first event in a month, finished Top 10 
at the 3M Championship in Minnesota.  Maybe first off, just where your game is right 

now coming in here. 

 
STEVE ELKINGTON:  I played well at Minnesota.  Of course I finished (inaudible) 

behind the leaders but I was happy with mid 60s.  I'm never upset when I shoot 68 or 
67.  Kenny Perry and Bernhard Langer were on another course than I was.  But I've 

been off a little bit.  My daughter is getting ready to do her sophomore year at Boise 
State in Idaho, which I'm going to drop down and see her on Monday.  I can spend a 

little time with her.  My son's going to high school for his last year.  And I've been 

shooting some shows for our TV show, Rural Golfer.  That's what I've been up to. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just talk about the TV show.  I know you started a couple 
months ago now. 

 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yes. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Just what you're doing up here.  Judith Coleman's here, who is the 
executive producer.  Maybe just what you encountered this week. 

 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yeah.  So basically, and we have the owner of our network, 
Patrick Gottsch, who's up here playing in the pro-am tomorrow, he owns RFD TV 

Network in Omaha, Nebraska.  Basically I've had an Internet company for four years 
called Secret in the Dirt.  What we do there, we build a platform for golfers to learn 

golf.  Hardcore lessons, no tips, straight hardcore lessons from myself and Jackie 
Burke and others that work for us.  I played with Patrick Gottsch in the pro-am at the 

Mitsubishi this year in Hualalai and he was just rewarding his employees for a good 

year and they were paired with me.  By the end of the day we were talking about his 
network and they don't have a golf show or anything like that.  So being that I've done 

so much instruction on the Internet, the genesis of our show is basically we just follow 
our passion.  All we do is shoot passionate people.  There's so many people that love 

golf, we just follow the stories.   

 
This week we're here, we have shot our second show in Canada, this one we focused 

on Spruce Meadows, the jumping arena, and we went to D'Arcy Ranch yesterday.  All 
of our courses, they have to be public.  We play only on public courses, so if anyone's 

watching our show and they want to go where we went, they can do that. 
 

We also featured Lisa Longball, who I met.  She's a local Calgarian and she's 
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tremendous with the juniors and she's just, you know, she's just a force of nature.  

Lisa Longball.  She's getting ready for a tournament, long drive championship in 
Toronto next week, you know.   

 
So basically we just find these interesting stories and we just go shoot them.  Johnny 

Rodgers, the Heisman Trophy winner in 1972, was on our show in Omaha a couple 

weeks ago and it airs on Friday night, 7:30 here.  Johnny's an avid golfer and he's the 
first wide receiver to ever win the Heisman.  He played all of his football here in 

Calgary. 
 

Q.  Montreal.  
 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yes, sir, I meant to say Canada, sorry.  So we've had all kinds 

of interesting stories.   
 

We've had Rocco Mediate, one of our Champions Tour stars.  We did a show on 
Rocco in Minnesota and we had an Italian chef come in, and him and Rocco got in 

there and cooked up an eight-course meal and that's a good show.   

 
So we're having fun.  I try to get the shows to be as relevant to the Champions Tour 

as I can.  Patrick's RFD channel is called Rural Free Delivery, which was the post 
office used to deliver the mail free to farmers, and basically, if you fly from New York 

City to Los Angeles, his audience is in between and they have 61 million people in 
that audience and they deliver mostly rural products, very similar to what Canadians 

and Australians watch.  Growing up in Australia in country Wagga Wagga, we 

watched rural shows.   
 

So that's where we are.  We love it over there with Patrick and his guys because he 
owns it so there's no politics with Patrick.  He told us we can do whatever we want, so 

he doesn't tell us how to shoot our shows.  Judith Coleman, who is executive 

producer and has worked in this business for 30 years, she was driving me around in 
a courtesy car in 1986 when she was working the Chicago Open, so she's worked for 

CBS and the Tour and Golf Channel, et cetera, et cetera.  It was natural for her to get 
a chance at having to go and do the show and that's where we're at. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  What's been the most unusual thing you've done? 

 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  The most unusual thing.  What would you think, Judith?  Just 
seeing how much these people -- oh, yeah, yeah, last week's show I had Nick Sartain 

and Rich Skeleton, the two world champion calf ropers.  They love golf and they took 
me down to George Strait's ranch in Tapatio Springs.  George and another man 

bought Tapatio and George was nice enough to let us have some cows to rope and 

they got me up on the horse.  I told Judith, I said I could go the rest of my life and not 
go on a horse or a boat, I would be fine, and now I've been on three horses on two 

shows.  I was on a jumping horse, I was on a halter horse in Monahans, Texas, and I 
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was on a roping horse.   

 
My biggest thrill this week was walking in the arena at Spruce Meadows under the 

clock tower and they put my name up there and I was with a man there that works 
there, Jon Garner, who is a participant there.  What was interesting for me there was I 

was on the horse and he was at the entry gate and he was explaining what was going 

to happen under pressure, what the horse was wanting to do, et cetera.  You know, 
they were nice enough, they put out three Olympic gates.  They put the opera house 

for me, the one that was in the Olympics when they won.  They put the Beijing one 
out, which was in the '73 Olympics or something that they won a gold.  2008, yeah.  

And then they put out the London tower bridge that was in the Olympics they won a 
gold medal on.  And then they put the Spruce Meadows high jump; six foot, eleven 

and a half, which me on a horse standing next to it, I was about head high with it.  

Hard to believe the horse could really get up over that.  Judith's going to shoot that 
this afternoon with one of the southern girls on jump (inaudible,) a really powerful big 

horse, they're going to shoot the jump this afternoon. 
 

Q.  I think you'll have a chance to tell a few local stories and your audience is 
potentially 60 million?  
 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Patrick's audience is 60 million.  We're talking with the Shaw 
people as well, they have some (inaudible) show either through the Internet with a 

learning platform and Patrick's here this week.  He put his money up to come out and 
(inaudible) group and I've been lucky enough to introduce him to some of the cable 

people at Shaw and he's going to have some discussions there.  Maybe there's a way 

that we can get more programming up here in Canada and maybe a golf show even.  
It's exciting for us.  Our business, we're trying to get more people to see our show and 

that's really the name of the game. 
 

Q.  It's amazing how golf can be a catalyst to getting (inaudible) to a lot of 
people.  Obviously yours is complementary to what was down there? 
 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  I'm glad you said that.  The most interesting thing is so clear 
what happened to me two weeks ago in Monahans, Texas.  A great friend of mine, 

Ross Roark, he had 69 world championships in halter horses.  He conforms the 
horse, cutting horses, and we went and played his course in Monahans.  There's a 

boy there named JT who's 13 years old and he's never had a lesson before, he had 

only learned his golf from watching our videos and he's one of the best young junior 
players in Texas.  I gave him his first lesson the other day, I adjusted his grip a little 

bit.  We went out and played our little three-hole match.  We always have a three-hole 
match in our show.   

 

But what I was most proud of is two things.  One was Ross Roark mentored that boy 
and introduced him to our site and he's only learned from our videos and he's now 

looking at a scholarship to go to college just from purely watching our shows online.  
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So it's really rewarding for me to see the generation -- because I was basically that 

kid growing up in Wagga.  I didn't have any Internet, of course, but I didn't have 
anything so I was just watching the TV and I was reading books, et cetera.  So it's 

nice to know that one of the things I've found is that you don't have to be from a fancy 
club or have rich parents to be great at golf.  You have to have a lot of passion and 

you just follow it.  That kid has passion with the game, I'm sure he's going to make it. 

 
Q.  I envy anybody that can do a kind of on-the-road sort of show where you go 
out, wander down the highway, you never know what you're going to find until 
you get to a place, and then you end up finding some really interesting stories? 

 
STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yeah, we try to get ahead of our shows and try to get it to 

where we know what's coming.  We have got some nice shows on the horizon.  

Patrick's got some good connections.  We may get Larry the Cable Guy on our show.  
We may even get Bill Murray on our show to go back to Caddyshack where he did, 

you know.  We're not really looking for celebrities.  We look for passion.  Those two 
guys, they're both so relevant to their network.   

 

Who knows what we're going to do.  We have a wine show we're doing out west, 
we're going out there.  Pat Perez, one of the Tour players, is one of our investors with 

the company.  We're shooting a show with Jason Dufner down in Alabama at the 
Robert Trent Jones Trail down there where -- Auburn Tiger in the back.  Judith was 

Alabama, right?  I had an idea that we were going to maybe get the Auburn Tiger, 
Auburn Eagle and maybe get a little mouse and paint an Alabama A on it and maybe 

we can get Dufner to feed it to -- we don't know what we're going to do. 

 
Q.  The best kind. 
 
STEVE ELKINGTON:  Yeah.  So we've had good participation, we've had a lot of 

interest in our show.  A lot of people connect with our show because we've had guys 

who are professional crabbers.  We went to Farmlinks in Alabama where they grow 
turf, a very interesting show on people because you don't have the same grasses 

anymore.  It's just been a really good experience for me to get out there.  You know, 
it's my name on the show but the show is not about me at all.  It's trying to shine a 

light on the average guy and try to get over why they like golf so much. 
 

Q.  Where are you next week? 

 
Q.  What's the reaction been (inaudible)?  
 
STEVE ELKINGTON:  Well, yeah, they love it.  When we come to town, and through 

social media we encourage people to Tweet us or our Facebook to tell us why we 

should come to their town.  We get all kinds of requests.  There's a Barefoot Open 
that's played.  There's all kinds of crazy things.  Next week I'm not filming the show.  

I'm not playing next week, I'm going back to see my daughter.  Next week's show, we 
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shot two shows in Canada this year.  My co-founder of Secret in the Dirt is a 

Canadian named Mike Maves and he's an Internet sensation.  We met by me looking 
at his videos on the Internet.  It was a famous video that came out called The Move.  

He's from St. Catherines.   
 

So the show we've already shot is the other Canadian show.  Niagara on the Lake 

boasts the oldest course in North America, so we went there, it's called Niagara on 
the Lake Golf Club.  It's a nine-hole course.  It's the oldest course in North America.  

Being that Mike was from there, I let him shoot that show, and we shot Whirlpool Golf 
Course, which is a public course right next to the falls and all the beauty around there, 

the wine, all that. 
 

Q.  You missed the show but you stayed for the wine?  
 
STEVE ELKINGTON:  My wife and I have enjoyed going to Niagara on the Lake so 

much, we're thinking of getting a house up there because I don't know a better place 
in the world than Niagara on the lake with the wineries and the cool air and just the -- 

it's like a little English town there.  They've got the theater and all that kind of stuff.  

And the fruit, the fruit, all the citrus up there.  Those are the kinds of things, one of the 
things we try to accomplish in the show is if you walk away from our show and say, 

well, I didn't know that, then we feel like we've done something. 
 

Q.  Mike Weir's got a winery, doesn't he?  
 

STEVE ELKINGTON:  Mike has his name on some wine, yeah.  And maybe two, 

they may be a little too opulent for us, they may be too rich for us.   
 

But I had a lot of relationships with Canadian guys growing up, and in Houston, a real 
good friend of mine is Brent Burns who played for the San Jose Sharks.  He married 

a girl who lives two blocks from me in Houston, so when Burnsy comes down, he and 

I play golf and we have a great time.  He collects snakes and Judith said, We're not 
doing the snake show.   

 
Did you know Burnsy collects snakes?  Well, there you go, see?  I didn't know that.  

I'm not really crazy about his snakes, either.  That's what we're doing and we're 
having fun doing it. 
 
 
 


