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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SCOTT DUNLAP 
Wednesday, August 27, 2014  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, we have Scott Dunlap, the winner of the Boeing Classic last 

Sunday, joining us.  Scott, you've had three days now, probably had a little time to 
reflect on your win.  Maybe just your thoughts on last Sunday, your first win on the 

Champions Tour. 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, probably like everybody else, texting and then on your 

phone, I keep about 12 names that I have a conversation with, I'm not going to delete 
them.  I think there were 135.  I thought I don't even know 135 people that I can tell.  

So after clearing the iPad, the iPhone and getting back to everybody and saying 

thanks for the kudos, yeah, it's been a fun two, three days.  Exhausting.  You kind of 
let the air out a little bit and I'm probably at the bottom, and hopefully in a couple days 

we'll get the energy back and be ready to go and do something good here. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How much pressure is there?  You went through the Qualifying 
School last year.  For a guy that had never won on tour, how much pressure is there 

on a player to -- you've got to make good that year you get your exempt status like 

you did by finishing in the Top 5?  
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, it's an easy mathematical formula for me.  I'll never, ever get 
high enough on the career money to stay out here, so I'm going to be a year-to-year 

guy.  As long as I can play good enough to stay in the Top 30, I've got a place to play.  

If not, I mean I guess they extend the money list each year, it goes a little further than 
that, but if I'm not in and around 30, then, you know, I'm kind of done playing golf.   

 
So I know what I need to do and I was just hoping.  You know if you're good enough 

to get one of those five spots because it's a very tough tour to qualify for if you 
obviously can still play pretty well.  But as I said, I'd never beaten this core of guys the 

whole time I was on tour, so I knew it wasn't going to be easy.  Extra special gratifying 

to find out that my suspicions that I could win were warranted.   
 

DAVE SENKO:  You talked about it several times when you've been in interviews, 
you say you've played in every continent except Antarctica.  What's that experience 

been life just traveling the world and playing golf? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, I mean, first it was out of necessity.  I mean, I was off to 

South Africa.  I heard it would be good but how did I know that I would make some of 
my best friends, that I actually lived there for a while.  The place is phenomenal.  

Links golf, going over every year for the British Open, trying to qualify, bringing friends 
over, playing over there and that kind of golf is just my great golf holiday every year.  

South America, playing in the Argentina Open each December would be a highlight of 

every year, and having won it was really cool.  So yeah, I mean, I chased the ball, the 
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tournaments to make a living and found some really great places along the way. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Do you have a favorite place you've played over the years?  

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, I mean, how silly of me, I it was actually ridiculous.  The two 

summers I spent up here in Canada in the mid '90s after -- and then I got my card.  

Imagine a guy from Florida growing up on grainy Bermudagrass would find some 
success up here, you know, north of the 49th and fast bentgrass in the northern 

climes.  A special place in my heart for Canada, so another one of those great places. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Any stories from some of the places you've played, kind of horror 
stories of places that are memorable? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, I mean, South Africa, when you play -- we used to play a 
place called Phalaborwa, which is on the Kruger National Park, a place where lions 

have been known to have dragged antelope up into a tree maybe on the golf course.  
They're not supposed to be on the golf course.  People getting chased by water 

buffalo.  The Pappas brothers who grew up there have killed black mambos, you 

know, on the golf course.  But we haven't been any places of any social unrest or 
whatever.   

 
I mean, that's been the great thing.  When you go places you actually find out how 

much more we all are alike than different.  But played in India, which was really neat.  
Delhi Golf Club, which is really cool, but nothing too outrageous. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  I know you've talked a little about your love of soccer, of football.  
Where did that develop?  

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Living in South Africa.  You know, you're down there and the 

English Premier League's on all the time and there's that and cricket.  Usually wasn't 

rugby season so I wasn't watching much of that, but I figured if I'm not going to get 
into cricket and soccer, then I'm going to spend a lot of time not partaking in the 

conversation so I had better get into this.  I love it. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Do you have a favorite team or teams?  
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  I guess Man United because my old caddie, John McLaren, who 

caddies for Luke Donald now, I mean, he dragged me along.  But I just, you know, it's 
whoever's playing the kind of football that's fun and attractive and interesting going 

forward, which like Liverpool and Arsenal now. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 
Q.  You talked about it a little bit, I mean, this is -- Rod Spittle's talked about it, 
you played least on the PGA TOUR (inaudible) but this is a very difficult card to 
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maintain.  When you set it up that you were going to play the Champions Tour, 
did you budget yourself?  How did you sort of figure, you know, how you're 
going to afford to pursue this? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Not sure but the nice thing about this tour, even though it's tough, 

it's as close to an exempt card as you're going to get.  We have a reshuffle coming up 

in a few weeks or whatever, but basically you're going to get 18 starts, let's see what 
you can do with them, and you know you're going to get to play.  There's no cut out 

here, I'm going to make a check every week, so that's all well and good. 
 

But at the start, you know, hey, you had still better finish right around 30 or it's back to 
the school and start this all over again.  So I needed to do something like last week or 

play some really good golf; maybe it didn't add up to win but some Top 10s to make 

some money if I wanted to avoid having to go back to that tour school each year.  So 
we've forewent it for another year at least so hopefully we can keep doing that. 

 
Q.  When you've been to Q schools, when you've done that, do you get -- do 
you ever get used to that, going through the process? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  Boy, that’s an awful question and the answer's yes, unfortunately.  

Yeah, you know, it's the reality of someone like myself.  I mean, I'm good enough to 
play the game for a living but I'm not so good that I can just stay exempt on the PGA 

TOUR year in and year out.  I couldn't make a million dollars in my sleep.  I could 
make a million dollars if I really, really played well for me, and then when I slipped, 

then you're on the edge of keeping your card or what have you.   

 
It's also you know what your issues are, and for me most of it's static stuff and setup 

and grip.  I can hit the ball, it goes far enough.  It's putting.  Hell, my mom can putt, 
anyone can putt.  So whatever's held me back are not things like, you know, I just 

don't have the strength to hit.  It's like man, you're in your own way.  If you can get out 

of your own way and figure out your little issues, then you would do better than you're 
doing and then maybe do stuff like last week.   

 
I always say you never know, you can play winning golf, someone can beat you, but if 

you play winning golf, you're not going for finish worse than third.  There aren't 10 
guys that play winning golf each week, there's maybe two or three.  So I knew I could 

play winning golf, and if you're playing that well you're going to make some money 

and you're going to take a position and know you belong.  But that level of golf for me 
was always too sparing and that's actually one of the interesting things now going 

forward.  Great, I won last week.  So now what?  Is it just kind of back to, you know, 
the mediocrity and does the bottom fall out?  Is that some sort of pinnacle you've 

reached, or is this now a new level for me?  Am I going to play golf like that going 

forward?  I'm anxious to find out.  I hope it's the latter. 
 

Q.  That's an interesting call, isn't it?  When you win one week, you've got to 
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emotionally come down and then four, five days later you've got to gear up 
again and see if you can do it again. 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, it's interesting because someone asked me this about the 
two times I won on the Web.com Tour, those are more out of necessity.  I mean, on 

that tour, you know, they've got, unlike this Tour where it's a small-ish closed shop, 

that tour has had a big, broad grouping and, you know, they reshuffle every so often.  
The two times leading up to those wins, I was in a bad way, like I needed to perform 

now to kind of set myself going forward.  I was actually, I think that led me to the win 
and boom, talk about the bottom falling out.   

 
But this one was different I think and I hope because I've been playing better, I'm not 

pressured to do anything, I've had the whole year.  Even notwithstanding winning last 

week, I'm going to be fine for the rest of the year.  I'm going to get to play the next 
eight, 10 tournaments.  Had I played pretty well, I'd probably finish in the Top 30 so I 

wasn't worried about that.  My golf has been pretty good and I haven't been doing 
well on Sundays.  So hopefully now, I mean I backed up I think last week with some 

good steady play and then hopefully there's not this precipitous decline and we'll keep 

playing pretty well. 
 

Q.  And every tournament you begin on Friday and you see how you do and 
you hope to build on that Saturday and again on the final day? 

 
SCOTT DUNLAP:  That's the thing, it's a three-round shootout with no cut with the 

best players in the world of an age and, you know, right out of the box you've just got 

to go.  I think in a PGA TOUR event when the golf courses are set up super tough 
and the first thing you've got to do is make the cut and then move on, your scoring's a 

little different.  Here, pedal to the metal right out of the box so there's no time to kind 
of ease into it, you had better get going. 

 

Q.  How have you found this course? 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Lovely. 
 

Q.  I should know this, but were you here last year? 
 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  No, I'm a rookie.  I did just turn 51 but I was -- yeah, this was just 

a little bit too, I was playing the Web.com last year and trying to, you know, get 
through the playoffs or whatever.  I tried the one for Hickory and San Antonio, I did 

the Monday qualification later on in the year after I was 50, but no, this is my first 
campaign and the golf course is lovely.  It's one of the tightest courses off the tee.  

Usually on these, most of these players' places raise the canopies of the trees so the 

members can get under there and get it.  Not here.  These can grow down to the 
ground so you had better stay out of the trees or it's going to be tough getting it 

around. 


