
tee-scripts.com 
  1 

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    
SUZANN PETTERSEN & LYDIA KO    
Friday, August 8, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center here at the Meijer LPGA 

Classic presented by Kraft by Suzann Pettersen on the far left and Lydia Ko to my 
immediate left.  Ladies, what was working for both of you out there today?  You both 

had great rounds. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You first. 

 
LYDIA KO:  Whatever.  Yeah, you know, I wasn't hitting the ball pretty well, so I had 

to make an up-and-down a lot of times.  I mean, I was kind of struggling with my long 
game but luckily my chipping and short game worked really well and I think that was 

pretty much one of the best parts of my game today. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, no, played pretty good yesterday, felt like I had a lot 

more in the tank and had a few adjustments after I played yesterday and got off to a 
good start.  Just eager to get playing again.  I've had three weeks off and been dying 

to play.  I've been playing a lot at home with my friends and buddies, but sometimes 

you just go out there and play and you feel like it's wasted when you go out and play 
good in a like a friendly match.  I guess it just shows the passion that you have for the 

game and the passion that you have to be out here and compete.  So it's been a nice 
break but I'm, like I said, very eager to get going again and have a nice fall ahead of 

me.  

 
MODERATOR:  Suzann, you definitely brought that intensity to the course today tying 

the course record out there.  What does that mean to you being able to go so low and 
bring yourself back into the hunt?  

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think it's nice to be able to go low.  It's not like the easiest 

course if you miss the fairways, but just really tried to played to my strength, hit the 

fairways, hit greens and made a couple of putts.  I've been learning a lot of chipping 
watching Lydia chip today.  She's the chipping queen on this tour, just phenomenal to 

see such a great touch around the greens. 
 

MODERATOR:  And both of you mentioned you had a lot of time off.  I know that 

Norway and New Zealand aren't in the International Crown.  What would having an 
event like that for your country, to represent your country mean, obviously with the 

Olympics coming up?  
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, I don't know.  I mean, it's going to be tough for 
Norway event to qualify for the next Crown, but I'm glad it turned out to be a good 

tournament.  I've only heard great things from the players, it was well received in the 
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media, so I'm very happy on behalf of the LPGA.  On my own behalf, I wish I was 

playing but there's not much we can do. 
 

MODERATOR:  Kind of switch the question around, representing your country in the 
Olympics, what would that mean to both of you? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, I think for -- it's been a dream like building in like the 
second part of my life that I was going to be able to compete in the Olympics, so just 

really trying to -- it's coming up very soon.  I mean, I remember when it first came on 
the program we felt like it was still so far away, but two years is going to go quick and 

it's going to be a lot of fun being a part of the Olympics and being inside what goes on 
as an athlete. 

 

MODERATOR:  And then for you Lydia, same question. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I've always wanted to play in the Olympics.  When they 
first introduced that golf might be part of the Olympics I was super excited and I 

worked hard to try and get to that position.  It's still two years away and a lot of things 

can happen from here until then, but to get to represent your country, you don't get 
that many opportunities.  To have that at the Olympics, that's going to be a pretty 

awesome event.  I mean, yeah, I want to play the International Crown but we can't 
really do much about it.  It's just being able to get the opportunity maybe at the 

Olympics, it will be pretty awesome. 
 

MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 

 
Q.  For both of you, starting your round in the afternoon and seeing what Inbee 
Park did putting up such a big number, does that play any factor in your mental 
attack of the round or do you ignore it, do you go after it, do you not even think 
about it?  Does it affect your round at all? 

 
MODERATOR:  Start with Lydia. 

 
LYDIA KO:  I mean, the course may have been a little easier than yesterday, but no, 

you can't say it's all by the course.  She must have played some pretty awesome golf 
to shoot that kind of a round and that's what Suzann did, too.  After seeing that score, 

I kind of got confidence that maybe I'll be able to shoot that kind of score.  I got off to 

a really good start shooting I think 4-under on the front nine, so if I played maybe a 
little better on the back nine, then I could have gone close to that score, I think. 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, it shouldn't really be a factor, but I guess you pay 

attention to somewhat what the morning scores are, what they've been during the 

morning.  But it's nice when you go out and actually can respond to it yourself.  The 
worst is probably to see her shoot 10-under and then see yourself shooting 4-over.  

But it's nice when you can kind of keep up with it and keep it going.   
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The course is definitely firming up in the afternoon, especially some of the greens, it's 
hard to hold even from the middle of the fairway even with wedges in your hand.  The 

first bounce is starting to -- so that's going to play a big factor into this tournament 
how the greens are holding and how you approach into the greens. 

 

Q.  You mentioned making adjustments from yesterday.  What were some of the 
adjustments that you made? 

 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, it's definitely the greens have firmed up a lot.  I 

assume it was probably a little bit softer towards early morning, but with this heat and 
with no rain, the greens are only going to firm up.  It doesn't take much of a little bit of 

a breeze downwind, especially on 17 you're standing there with a hundred yards to 

the pin and you're wondering how you're going to hold the green.  It has its 
challenges, but it also plays to the good side.  I mean, it's nice and firm so the par 5s 

are reachable so it evens out. 
 

Q.  Lydia, what were some of the things you did differently, some adjustments 
you made? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I was thinking more about where to pitch it and how far to roll.  On 17 I 
had a pitching wedge in my hand and I would have never expected it to go that far by.  

Same with No. 12, we landed in the front part of the green and we're at the back of 
the green.  It's kind of tough but I guess that's how the course is playing.  Maybe 

they'll spray some water overnight but we don't know.  I mean, everybody's playing 

the same course, so it's playing firm and tough for everyone. 
 

Q.  Two-part question; Suzann, first part for you.  Back issues, hundred percent 
now?  You had some problems earlier in the year.  
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I mean, touch wood, I've been really solid since the 
U.S. Open.  It was a shame that it happened when it happened, just like you can't 

really control when injuries happen.  I'm just very happy that I managed to kind of 
make a U-turn and get back as quick as I did.  I feel no hesitation, I have no pain.  I've 

been functioning very normal now for, well, since the U.S. Open.  Just trying to stay 
on top of it being smart and just really trying to maintain a long career.  Like I say, you 

can't control what happens unforced, so just now I'm really enjoying the game. 

 
Q.  We're seeing a lot of back injuries, injuries on the PGA TOUR right now with 
guys falling out, it's a longer season.  You guys have 33 events this year, a little 
longer season for you.  Do both of you see physical problems through the 
season, injuries becoming more and more of an issue as you add more 
tournaments and things go along? 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I mean, I don't know.  I mean, this year doesn't seem to be 
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the best for players having to stay away from the game because of injuries.  You see 

it on the PGA, you see it in high profile players.  This week for the PGA you've seen 
several of the good ones having to withdraw.  Michelle here yesterday.  It's just, I 

don't know.  I mean, you play a lot of golf but at the same time we all know how to 
pace ourselves, so I guess being healthy and being fit is a good thing.   

 

We do it also so we can prevent injuries, but at the same time the load can be maybe 
too much at times as well.  So it's a very fine balance and you've got to find your 

rhythm and find your way that works for you.  I don't think God made us to play golf, I 
don't think it's a very good sport for our body to start.  If you want to have a long 

career, you've got to pace it. 
 

Q.  Off topic for today's round, but a few days ago there was the gentleman and 
the ladies in here doing the eye exams and I just wondered if either one of you 
participated in that testing and what you thought of going through all those 
tests and some of your outcomes? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I obviously need to.  You can see right here I am (inaudible.)  And yeah, I 

mean, I kind of got to see my results and did some testing and it was really cool to 
have the opportunity.  It's hard to find good testing facilities where we can at the time 

even while doing it with golf.  I think that was a really cool opportunity and I got to 
know more about my eyes and how my eyes work during my stroke.  I mean, one of 

the ladies said that now I should be a pretty good putter by the way I was doing one 
of the tests, so I said okay, I'll take it.  I mean, it was really cool and it was just all 

different varieties of tests.  I've never seen some of them, so it was really cool that the 

LPGA and the people got to organize that for the players. 
 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Me?  I was too afraid to do it because I'm getting old and I 
was afraid the answers weren't going to be what I wanted to be so I stayed away. 

 

MODERATOR:  Any further questions?  Thanks for the time.  Best of luck this 
weekend.   
 
 
 


