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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   GIULIA MOLINARO    
Friday, August 8, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Giulia Molinaro after an 

outstanding bogey-free round of 67 today.  Giulia, tell us about your round today.  
 

GIULIA MOLINARO:  Well, I started very well.  I birdied the first three holes and I had 

a par, and I managed to birdie my fifth hole.  So that was really good that once you 
got three in a row, you think you're going to stop, but I got the fourth one.  Then I had 

good pars, I had good birdie opportunities coming in.  I missed a few putts.  I don't 
know if that's the fear of knowing that I'm finally up there or something, but I just kept 

on going, kept on hitting very good shots, giving myself birdie chances but putts didn't 

drop towards the end, but I'm very happy with the bogey-free round.  
 

MODERATOR:  You have a pretty interesting backstory being from Italy, growing up 
in Kenya, making your way to the States.  Can you kind of tell the media about your 

background in the game?  
 

GIULIA MOLINARO:  Sure.  I started playing when I was 12 back in Kenya on a golf 

course really close to home.  I played one year just with friends, nothing -- didn't think 
anything of it, actually really did not like the game.  I thought it was a very boring 

game and I didn't enjoy or didn't see like the greatness of like this game can actually 
offer.   

 

Then when I was 13 I went to see one of the Italian coaches in the city where I lived 
close to Venice and he thought I had potential so we started practicing with him one 

summer and then I got onto the National Team.  I started traveling with the Italian 
National Team.  That's always an amazing support.  Played all over Europe until I got 

recruited by Melissa Luellen at Arizona State University and had four amazing years 
there, learned probably the most I ever have.  I think college is a great experience.  

And then I had one year on the Symetra Tour and now this is my rookie year on the 

LPGA. 
 

MODERATOR:  Talk about growing up in Kenya.  What was that experience like?  
 

GIULIA MOLINARO:  Well, I think I'm very, very lucky.  It was amazing.  I had -- it's -- 

I was in the nature land.  I'm a huge nature lover growing up in Kenya.  My parents 
gave me video games and it only lasted three days.  It was just not as nice playing in 

the nature land.  I grew up right on the coast of the Indian Ocean, so I was in the 
ocean most of the time.  On weekends we'd go on safaris, so I'd see all the animals 

you could possibly imagine.  Very lucky.  I would hope and I would love for all my 
friends to possibly see it or anyone that can have a chance to go to Kenya, it would 

be a once in a lifetime trip and I think whoever has the chance if you're going to see 

that country, it's amazing. 
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MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 

Q.  Is it a big culture shock not being there anymore?  Obviously you travel a 
ton and see so many different places, but even though there's a lot of animals 
in the States, they're not viewable as much by the golf course. 
 
GIULIA MOLINARO:  Culture shock, maybe not as much because I came here for 

two years of high school and I was in Florida.  Then back then it was -- I still do miss 
it.  I love when I go back home in December.  As of right now I love the States, I love 

it, and I want to live here and I do, I live in Arizona.  So culture shock, not as much 
now.  Maybe at first it was, but I don't exactly remember. 

 

Q.  Kenya has had its troubles at times since you've been gone.  How tough is 
that to hear about and see what's going on there? 

 
GIULIA MOLINARO:  It's really tough.  When I go back home I feel extremely safe.  I 

love it there.  Obviously I hear the news and when I talk to my parents, they're there 

right now, they say we don't see it, we don't hear it.  I know everything I hear happens 
mainly in the north of Kenya to Somalia.  We are in the south south end.  It's really 

sad because I think it's an amazing country, like I said, and people should go, but I 
understand that when you hear such thins, you don't feel safe going.  But I honestly 

do think that it's still an outstanding country and you should go see it.  Kenyans love 
tourists.  They know that tourism is one of the main incomes of the country and they 

love it, so I really hope it passes so people have the opportunity to go. 

 
Q.  What do you think about the golf course in general?  You obviously had a 
good round today so you're probably pretty happy with it, but the condition, the 
style of course and that kind of thing?   
 

GIULIA MOLINARO:  I really like the greens and that's one of the main things I 
notice.  I love they way they roll.  They were a bit shocking at first when I saw how 

hard they received the ball, but today was much, much better, like the ball stopped 
more.  Obviously I guess today was just a great day.  I love the design of the trees, 

the rough is really good, the fairways are in great condition.  I love this style of golf 
course.   

 

MODERATOR:  You're a rookie on the Tour, you came from the Symetra Tour.  How 
do you feel like your experience playing there helped you for this year?  

 
GIULIA MOLINARO:  Well, it definitely did, like you learn how to become a 

professional.  You're more on your own so you grow up and you mature faster.  You 

learn how to deal with your own self, you learn how to improve yourself, and I think 
it's a great learning experience.  I don't think I'd be the player I am if I didn't go to the 

Symetra Tour last year. 
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MODERATOR:  And then the rookie year, what's the transition been like for you?  
 

GIULIA MOLINARO:  The traveling has not been a problem.  The people here are 
amazing, I'm loving it.  I just need to learn and today was a very good like one step 

forward how to deal with my own emotions on the course.  I'm playing against the 

best in the world so I really need to get out of my own way sometimes.  I get too 
expectations or I get worried, I get scared and I just need to learn to deal with my own 

self to like really make the next step, I think. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  Thank you for your time, Giulia.  Best of 
luck the rest of the way. 
 
GIULIA MOLINARO:  Thank you very much for having me. 
 
 
 


