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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   INBEE PARK     
Thursday, August 7, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  We would like to welcome in Inbee Park 

into the interview room.  Congratulations, Inbee.  A great 5-under par round today, 
currently sitting in second.  What was the key to your successful round today? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Everything was working really well today, especially the iron shots 
because these greens are really firm in the afternoon.  Where the greens were, we 

can't really stop them.  My distance control was really good out there.  I holed those 
putts where I needed to hole and I had six birdies today and just one bogey.  I mean, 

it's been a really good round and I think I didn't miss that many fairways or greens, so 

that helped a lot. 
 

MODERATOR:  This is the first time you guys have seen this golf course this week 
getting to play out here in Grand Rapids for the first time.  How do you like the golf 

course?  Does it seem to really suit your game well?  
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think so, because it's not really wide fairways, you need 

accurate tee shot.  The greens are really firm, so you kind of have to think where 
you've got to land and where it's going to roll out.  There's a lot of dogleg holes so you 

need to pick a good target off the tee.  The greens are rolling really well, they're 
rolling really true.  I hit a lot of good putts today so that's giving me some confidence 

going into the next three days. 

 
MODERATOR:  We always talk about first year events, it's always exciting to see 

people get excited about the event.  How surprised were you I guess to see so many 
people out here on a Thursday, and was this one of the more impressive crowds 

you've seen for a first day of play? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, you know, I just -- my last tournament was International Crown 

and we got a lot of crowd there.  I thought it was all International Crown again 
because there was so many people on Thursday.  Just very happy with how many 

people came out and watch us, supporting us.  It definitely gives us a lot of energy to 
play for.  And yeah, being a first year I think more people coming out and watching it, 

it helps a lot more.  Hopefully next three days we get a lot more crowd and we get a 

lot more excited.   
 

MODERATOR:  Questions for Inbee?   
 

Q.  Do you like the traditional, old style courses? 
 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah.  I mean, I like tree-lined golf courses and I like the old style 

because you need an accurate tee shot and you've got to think where to hit your tee 
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shots, not just hitting it in the center.  I like the golf courses where that's a little bit 

challenging and you really have to think about it so I think this golf course definitely 
makes you think about it.  Some tee shots, there are some blind tee shots and a lot of 

dogleg holes.  I like dogleg holes, so there's many of them here so I like that. 
 

Q.  You've been No. 1 in the world before.  Is it your goal to kind of get back 
there?  Is that something you think about even when you're playing? 
 

INBEE PARK:  I don't play for that every week obviously.  I just kind of think about it, 
but that would be my goal for later, later in the year and stuff like when I have an 

opportunity.  But there is that kind of thinking in my mind somewhere but that's not 
just my only -- that's not just my only goal.  I play to win golf tournaments and just try 

to bring that trophy home every week.  That's probably going to get me back to the 

No. 1 spot sometime. 
 

Q.  How important is this week for you personally with a major next week? 
 

INBEE PARK:  I think this is going to be a big confidence boost going into next week.  

I think I picked this week because it's kind of similar to probably next week's setup 
with tree-lined golf courses and some dogleg holes and roughs.  I think it's going to 

be very good practice and very good confidence booster for next week, so that will be 
good. 

 
Q.  Inbee, what do you have to do in these next three days to stay at the top of 
the leaderboard? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I think the key would be hitting a lot of greens because once you miss 

the greens here, it's not really easy to get it up and down.  And the greens are just 
going to get firmer and firmer so it's going to be tougher to stop the balls.  To make 

birdies you've got to be on the greens here.  Greens are not huge here so once you're 

on them, it's makeable.  Yeah, hitting a lot of greens and hole some putts.  
 

MODERATOR:  Inbee, last year for you was all about the majors when you won three 
straight, including the Wegmans LPGA Championship.  It's going to be at a different 

golf course this year, but do you judge yourself in a year based upon major 
performance or just on wins?  Without having a major title this year, you do have one 

victory, how are you judging your year so far?  How do you feel about how you've 

performed so far this year?  
 

INBEE PARK:  I think I've been really consistent this year, probably more consistent 
than last year.  I didn't have as many wins as last year, but I'm really happy with my 

game and I just didn't hole as many putts this last year, that's all.  Obviously I could 

have won a couple more but sometimes you kind of -- you miss your opportunity.  
There's still half a season left, so yeah, I mean, but I think I'm quite satisfied how I 

played this year.  I mean, no matter how good I played this year, it's never going to 
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satisfy me if I compare it with last year.  Really a year really, that's tough to beat.  I'm 

just trying to set up a new goal.  Six wins and three majors is kind of tough to beat 
every year.  Just hopefully a couple more wins this year would be very nice. 

 
MODERATOR:  And we've seen that, as you've said, that's a difficult year to follow 

up, three major victories, but you seem to be playing well of late.  International Crown, 

we saw some great performances out of you.  Manulife with the victory.  Do you feel 
like your game's starting to come together now at a good point in the season for it to?  

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think since the British Open it's kind of come along together 

really well, and especially at the International Crown I felt like my putter was a little bit 
there again, so yeah.  And today I hit a lot of good putts out there and seen a few 

going in.  Hopefully I can putt a little bit better the next three days and hopefully that 

gives me a little more confidence. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Inbee?  Well, we know when your putter 
gets going it's a nerve wracking thing for a lot of the players on tour, so good 
luck in keeping that going and we wish you the best of luck the rest of this 
week. 
 
INBEE PARK:  Thanks. 
 
 


