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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   STACY LEWIS   
Wednesday, August 6, 2014  
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined by Rolex Ranking No. 1 Stacy Lewis here at the 

Meijer LPGA Classic.  Stacy, it's another new event for the LPGA.  What are your 
initial thoughts on Blythefield?  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, the only time I've ever been here was I came for the Meijer 
pro-am in I think 2009 so I only spent a day here.  It's been nice to come back.  It's a 

great town for us to be playing in, a good size town, and the golf course is great.  It's 
a good track.  You've got to hit -- you've got some wedges in there where you've got 

to make some birdies but you've got to hit some good shots, too.  It's a great golf 
course for us and we've had some pretty good crowds out I think already for just 

being a pro-am day. 

 
MODERATOR:  Another new event for the LPGA this year.  What does that mean to 

the tour?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I think this event is an example of how far we've come over 

the last three years.  I think three or four years ago we wouldn't have even thought 
about coming here, so it just shows how far we've come and how people are starting 

to believe in us and seeing value in our tour and it's a great thing.  We're adding 
events in the U.S. playing in this size of town, which is the type of places we should 

be playing, so I think things will go well this year.  It seems to be great already and I 

hope we're here for many years to come.   
 

MODERATOR:  Going back to your game, you had a week off after the International 
Crown.  What'd you do heading into this week?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, the week off was very necessary.  The last three events I 

played in, I've been running on fumes.  I've had a pretty long couple of months here 

and I needed a week off, I needed some time.  The game kind of got off track and I 
think it was just a little bit of being tired and just not having the energy to prepare the 

way I needed to.  So it's been good to have been able to practice and kind of get 
things going in the right direction. 

 

MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions for Stacy. 
 

Q.  Stacy, besides being the No. 1 player on the tour, you lead the tour in 
victories, top 5s, top 10s.  I think you've made 51 consecutive cuts.  You lead in 
the Rolex Player of the Year, which has a Hall of Fame point.  You lead in the 
Vare Trophy, which has a Fall of Fame point.  You're way ahead in the CME 
Race to the Globe.  You lead in everything except for Rookie of the Year, which 
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you don't qualify for.  Does it ever happen where you start to get complacent 
now and you wake up in the morning, your alarm goes off and you say, well, I 
lead the league in everything, I'll just stay in bed today? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  No, I can tell you that doesn't happen at all.  That's not me and 

that's not who I am.  I'm out trying to win every single week and that's never going to 

change.  It doesn't matter if I win four or five events in a row, I'm still going to be out 
there preparing the same way I would.  It's nice to have all those stats and everything, 

but everybody's coming after me.  We've got a ton of events still to play this year, 
there's a lot to play for, especially at the end of the year with the CME, we've got a lot 

of money really to play for.  So just trying to keep my game fresh, keep my legs fresh, 
but I'm trying to win, that's the main goal.  

 

Q.  Stacy, how much pride do you take in being the No. 1 player in the world?   
 

STACY LEWIS:  You know, No. 1 is - it's one of those things, you're accomplishing a 
goal, but the strange thing is everybody thinks everything changes after that and 

really everything's the same.  You wake up as the same person, you prepare the 

same way.  The only thing that's different is that more people out there recognize you, 
more people are following.  But that's the great part about it is it's getting people to 

pay attention.  I don't know, it's where I want to be so you can't say it doesn't matter 
because it does, but it's not the number one goal.  Winning tournaments is really the 

goal, but No. 1's really cool.  I mean, how many people can say they've been No. 1 in 
the world at anything?  

 

Q.  Stacy, from what you've seen on the course, is there any one or two holes 
that aren't necessarily the most difficult for you but the ones you go, yeah, I'm 
going to have to watch out for that?   
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, this golf course, the front nine you kind of ease into it with a 

bunch of par 3s and a bunch of par 5s.  I think the golf tournament is really going to 
be decided on the last four or five holes.  You've got some really good pretty long par 

4s coming in so I think that's kind of the meat of the golf course.  I think if you can get 
off to a good start, you put yourself in a good spot and then just try to have a good 

finish there coming in.  But I think we've got 17, whether they move the tee up or not, 
it's a short hole so you can make some birdies there, but then 18 you've got 5 and 

6-irons into that green.  So there's going to be I think a lot of drama there at the end, 

and this course, it requires you to hit those good shots coming in. 
 

Q.  Stacy, I know you've played in front of home fans in Texas and Arkansas 
and Ohio, and speaking of Ohio, pretty close obviously, have you got any 
family coming up this weekend? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I do, I have quite a bit, a lot of family actually coming up from Ohio, 

so the Lew Crew will be out again in force this week.  My little nephew will be running 
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around so hopefully he brings me some good luck this weekend.   

 
MODERATOR:  Cole was there when you won in Texas obviously.  Is he going to 

steal the show again with his adorableness? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Of course, he runs the show.  It doesn't matter whether I'm playing 

in a golf tournament or not, he just wants to hang out and be able to hit some shots.  
So he will definitely probably steal the show this weekend. 

 
MODERATOR:  Still have the tee shirt? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I don't -- he's probably getting close to outgrowing it, so it 

might fit for a few more tournaments. 

 
MODERATOR:  And can you tell the writers what it says? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  "My aunt's a better golfer than yours."  

 

Q.  Stacy, talk a little bit about the field in this tournament.  It's pretty much like 
the field you're going to face next week at the Championship, so is it going to 
be kind of a little tougher for this tournament or do you focus more on next 
week? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, you know, I think we all kind of have Rochester in our minds 

just being a major championship.  You want to play well this week just kind of building 

into next week.  But the field this week, I mean, it's really good.  I think we always 
really get good fields, especially the top players like to play leading into a major 

championship so I think that's why a lot of the girls are here.  It's also a great golf 
course.  It's really similar I think to what we're going to see next week, so it's actually 

a really good way to prepare and get ready.  But, you know, once you're out there 

you're trying to win this week and then just hopefully have some good momentum 
going into next week. 

 
Q.  Stacy, you were talking about how the past three tournaments or so you 
haven't been playing as well and the results show that.  Is that a case that you 
just haven't been playing well or fatigue or how can you explain it? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  I think looking back on it, I think it was a little bit of fatigue.  I don't 
think I quite realized how much the U.S. Open week and Arkansas took out of me.  

One, just being so busy but when you're in contention like that, and Arkansas feels 
like a major championship to me, there's extra pressure there, so I didn't quite realize 

how much that took out of me.  Toledo, I was definitely running on fumes, and 

International Crown week was a little bit easier, I got some of my energy back there.  
Just didn't have the energy or the time really to prepare the way I wanted to and 

unfortunately my game kind of showed that.  But I'm excited about the last week and 
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a half or so, I've really just been able to get back to basics and back to working on 

what's gotten me to where I am.  I'm excited, I'm excited about where my game's at 
right now and hopefully where it's going here in the next week or so. 

 
Q.  What part of your game do you think will be challenged the most by this golf 
course? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I think the most important part of this golf course is going to be the 

tee ball, hitting in the fairway.  Everybody thinks, oh, it's not too narrow up there and 
you put one in the rough and then the golf course just kind of shrinks up a little bit.  So 

you really have to hit it in the fairways to give yourself opportunities into the greens, 
especially those long par 4s coming in.  Hitting 4- and 5-irons out of the rough is 

never where you want to be.  I think put a premium on driving the bail well and if you 

get in the fairway you can be pretty aggressive going into the greens.   
 

Q.  We have a couple players from Michigan and Michigan State who have 
never played in an LPGA tournament before and they were invited.  As the No. 
1, what would you tell someone who's never been here before?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  One, I would tell the girls to have fun, that's the most important part.  

I was able to play in a few events while I was in college and it was huge for me 
because I was able to watch how the other players prepared and watch how they got 

ready every day because that's really important.  I think everybody thinks you come 
out on tour and all of a sudden you have to do everything different where you really 

don't, you just have to prepare the right way and learn from everybody you're playing 

with.  I think that's something I've tried to do all along is pick apart what other people 
do well and try to put that into my own game.  But number one's having fun.  They're 

playing here in front of -- they'll get some hometown, they'll get a hometown feel, 
have a little rivalry going probably, but it should be fun for them. 

 

Q.  My last question is west Michigan hasn't experienced this in a while.  What 
would you say to someone who lives in this area who's never experienced the 
LPGA, why should you come and watch? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, number one because we're great golfers.  I don't think people 
realize how good we are.  I think a lot of people, they come out and they see us hit 

the ball down the first hole and they're all -- their jaws are just hanging open because 

they don't realize how far we can hit it and how good we are.  They're going to be 
entertained.  We've had some great finishes this year, a lot of Americans are playing 

well, a lot of our stars are playing well, so just come out and see some good golf and 
hopefully you can take a few things into your own golf game. 

 

MODERATOR:  Stacy, combining those last few questions a little bit, Lindsey 
McPherson from MSU was in here yesterday talking about you were the player that 

when you walked by her, her jaw dropped -- 



tee-scripts.com 
  5 

 

STACY LEWIS:  That just means I'm getting old is what that means. 
 

MODERATOR:  All she wanted was a picture with you.  Have you met her yet 
and what does that mean to you that these younger players are looking up to 
you?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, it's cool.  Obviously I haven't been able to meet her this week, 

but yeah, it's a little strange.  I still feel like that kid that was just coming out of college, 
I don't feel like I've been gone that long, but obviously I have if I've got college kids 

looking up to me.  But it's a great thing.  All along I've tried to do the right things, 
prepare the right way and be me and be me and be me who's gotten this far.  That's 

what I've just tried to do is be a good example, so it's really cool that she's looking up 

to me that way. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Stacy?  All right, Stacy, we appreciate the 
time.  Best of luck this week. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you. 
 
 


