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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO  
Wednesday, August 6, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Rolex Rankings No. 2 

Lydia Ko.  Lydia, another first-time event for the LPGA Tour.  What were your initial 
thoughts on Blythefield? 

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, I've been really enjoying it so far.  I got to have a proper 
practice round yesterday and then, you know, played my pro-am earlier today.  So 

yeah, I mean, the course is in really good conditions, the green is really pure, and 
after a little bit of the rain and thunderstorm on Monday, I think the course is really 

showing what it's got. 

 
MODERATOR:  You had the last two weeks off.  What are some of the things you did 

during your time off?  
 

LYDIA KO:  I went to the Universal Studios with some of the players that live in 
Orlando, so we had some fun there.  I'm not really good with rides, so to kind of 

experience that, that was really cool.  I kind of feel like a tourist even though I live in 

Orlando. 
 

MODERATOR:  What was your favorite part about Universal Studios?  What did you 
enjoy the most?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I kind of had that first week off so I really enjoyed just having that whole 
week off.  Universal really topped it off, just being able to see kind of the movies come 

to life and kind of experiencing part of it, that was pretty cool. 
 

MODERATOR:  Which one's your favorite?  What's your favorite character you saw 
there?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Definitely the Minions.  I've got a Minion head cover.  We waited in line 
like half an hour for that.  I really enjoyed it.  They're short, quick rides, but I know you 

kind of experience what it's all about. 
 

MODERATOR:  We'll open it up to questions for Lydia. 

 
Q.  Lydia, you've been here three days.  How comfortable do you feel with the 
golf course and how does it suit your game? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I guess I'll learn more about it as the days go on, but I've got the notes I 
need so far and hopefully it will be good for now.  Day one starts tomorrow and I'm 

really excited about it. 
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Q.  Lydia, you won the last tournament with a full field event out here topping 
the one million dollar mark.  I know after the event you said it really hadn't sunk 
in yet, you didn't really know what it meant to be a millionaire on tour.  Has that 
actually sunk in for you yet? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I guess kind of because I bought myself a big stereo, so a little bit of 

that's gone now.  But yeah, you know, I don't really feel like a normal millionaire.  
When you talk about it and you talk about others, you go oh, there's a millionaire.  But 

for me I just feel like a normal player on tour and I've been just having fun.  
 

MODERATOR:  I know afterwards you said you were going to buy something 
electronic and you ended up getting a stereo.  Do you have anything else in mind if 

you take home a couple more wins?  

 
LYDIA KO:  I guess winning is great but to me it's not all about money and 

everything.  Just being able to hold a trophy at the end of the week, that's the best 
part of it. 

 

MODERATOR:  Any other questions? 
 

Q.  Do you usually play the week before a major?  Is that kind of standard 
practice for you or are you just doing it because of this week? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Umm, umm, like you know, for example, at the Kraft Nabisco, there was 

Kia Classic there, so I try and -- I don't feel like I need to play the week before a 

major.  It was kind of good going into the U.S. Open to watch the men's, that was kind 
of a different experience.  I don't mind playing or not playing, but I kind of thought this 

is a great event to play and that's why I'm really excited for it to start. 
 

Q.  Talk about the field that is here at this tournament, how difficult is it and 
how tough it's going to be to try to win the Classic today. 
 

LYDIA KO:  You know, the top players are out here, so it's always going to be tough.  
But at the end of the day all I can do is just play my game.  I can't control what 

somebody else can do, it's hard enough trying to control what I do on the course.  I'm 
just going to try my best out there.  I mean, the world's top players are out here so it's 

always going to be tough field. 

 
Q.  You being a rookie on tour, I'm guessing you've played some tournaments 
this year where you haven't seen the course before.  This is a situation where 
likely most of the players haven't seen the course either.  Do you feel any sort 
of advantage in the fact that you've done this a lot recently?  
 
LYDIA KO:  No, I don't feel like it's an advantage because it's not like I've played here 

before.  It's kind of more weird that they also haven't played the course.  And, you 



tee-scripts.com 
  3 

know, that's why when I came in I couldn't really ask someone, oh, is the rough this 

tall or what is it like.  But yeah, I guess it's why everyone's working hard, trying to 
know the course as soon as possible.  I guess they're kind of having a rookie 

experience of this course.  
 

Q.  Lydia, with the trends in fashion in the LPGA, do you ever feel like with 
sponsors and everything that you're kind of directed to wear certain things or 
encouraged to wear certain styles or trends? 

 
LYDIA KO:  No, I'm definitely not the fashionista out here.  There's a lot of girls that 

wear really pretty clothes.  No, I kind of wear what I get and try and pick out the 
prettiest or the best clothes.  I mean, looking good is great but to me it's more 

important I guess to play well.  But when you look good and play well, you've got the 

whole package. 
 

Q.  One more question, are you a fan of listening to music during practice 
rounds and practice tees and putting and things, or are you kind of the 
opposite? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I don't listen to music when I'm like on course practicing, but I do like to 

listen to it when I'm practicing outside or when I'm training by myself at home.  I kind 
of grew up not having that many kids or golfers that were similar to my age, there 

were only a couple of them, so I think music kind of gave me company and it's 
definitely helped with not getting really bored. 

 

Q.  Do you find that it's more distracting when you're on the course then or you 
just can't interact with your caddie? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I've never tried, so I'm not really sure.  But today in the pro-am one of the 

pro-am guys asked me if he could listen to some music, so he put some Canadian 

music up there.  That was the first time where I've done that in real life, but it wasn't 
too bad.  I mean, he started playing really great, we made an eagle and everything, 

so he kind of got in the groove. 
 

Q.  So with Michigan hasn't seen an LPGA tournament in 13 years, there's a lot 
of people that don't understand it, probably haven't seen the game.  What 
would you say to someone locally why they should come watch you play or the 
LPGA tournament? 
 

LYDIA KO:  I think the LPGA is getting bigger every year, every tournament, and I 
can see by spectators that there is getting I guess more interest to the women than 

before.   

 
Personally, if I was a spectator I would come out and watch.  The top golfers are here 

and why not?  This doesn't happen very often.  I think it will be fun and it's going to be 
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a very interesting weekend, and yeah, it's super exciting, especially for I guess 

coming back in 13 years. 
 

Q.  Last question, what has been the best reaction when people find out how 
old you are? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Best reaction?  I don't have a best one but I think they're like whoa, 
you're 17?  Like they wouldn't believe it.  I don't know.  I mean, I'm 17 and I can't 

really lie about my age or anything.  I think it's just kind of cool for me as a 17-year old 
that there are a lot of people or players that are much older than me and I can learn 

from what they have done in the past.  There are a lot of role models out there.  In my 
perspective it's kind of cool to I guess be able to play alongside them. 

 

Q.  End up being a Kiwi, is that an edge for you? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Being a New Zealander an advantage?  I don't know.  It's been really 
cool I guess growing up in New Zealand.  I've been able to practice freely there, so 

yeah, I think I've learnt some different things in New Zealand and I'm proud to be a 

New Zealander. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Lydia?  Lydia, we appreciate the time.  
Best of luck this week. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 
 
 


