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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MICHELLE WIE 
Tuesday, August 5, 2014  
 
 
MODERATOR:  I'm pleased to be joined in the media center by Michelle Wie here at the 
Meijer LPGA Classic presented by Kraft.  Michelle, first time in Michigan for the LPGA 
Tour.  What are your initial thoughts? 
  
MICHELLE WIE:  We're just so excited to be here.  We were really excited when the 
Meijer Classic was added onto the schedule and my first time on this golf course, played 
18 holes today, and it's in perfect shape.  Golf course is great and we're all really excited 
to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  You're coming off two weeks off.  What did you do in your time off? 
  
MICHELLE WIE:  One week I just took completely off.  I was a bit tired I think mentally 
and it was good just to put the clubs in the closet for a whole week.  And I went to my 
friend's wedding and this past week it was back to the grind.  I got some really good work 
in, good workouts, some good practices, so I feel ready this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  You mentioned your friend's wedding and you also had your Golf Digest 
shoot.  Seems like you've been doing a lot more fashion things.  Is that something you've 
kind of been getting into a little more?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, it's just something that it's a lot of fun doing.  I've always wanted 
to kind of do maybe something in that, but yeah, the Golf Digest shoot was a lot of fun and 
my friend's wedding was awesome.  We were in Sonoma, it was great to see all my 
friends again. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 
Q   Michelle, what are your first impressions of Blythefield Country Club, what kind 
of challenge is this course?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  It's great, you know, it's a pretty old school style golf course, big trees.  
My first impression, I was on the front nine and I was like, wait, I don't think we've played a 
par 4 yet.  It goes par 5, par 4, par 3, par 5, par 3, par 5, par 3, and it's a lot of fun, you 
know.  I think it changes things up a bit.  The back nine you've got some really good tough 
long par 4s, the par 3s are challenging.  You've got small greens out there.  The course is 
in perfect shape.  It's absolutely phenomenal how good this golf course is condition wise 
and the layout is a lot of fun as well. 
 
Q   Michelle, what areas will be worked out here this week in preparation for the 
major next weekend? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I think everything, kind of the whole game has to be solid 
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from tee to green, so I've just been really working on everything. 
  
Q   Michelle, with so many of the world's top players at this tournament, does this 
almost have a feel of like a major? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, you know, it's always exciting when you have a new tournament 
on the schedule.  We're all really excited to be in Michigan especially with the LPGA 
Championship next week.  It's a great golf course especially because it's challenging, it's 
tough, it's tree lined.  It's a really good practice week for next week.  And this week you've 
got everyone, everyone is in the field like you said, a lot of the top players.  So it's 
definitely going to be a very exciting week. 
 
Q   Michelle, you say a perfect course.  What's a perfect course in your mind? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, it's perfect in condition wise.  The fairways are in perfect 
shape, the greens are rolling really nicely, the rough is up.  I don't know what a perfect 
course is.  It's just the conditions have to be great, which I think this golf course has for 
sure. 
 
Q   Michelle, this is kind of a tune-up obviously for a major.  What did you do the 
week before the U.S. Open that helped prepare you for that? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, you don't really do anything in particular.  I think you just 
kind of try to get your game as solid as possible.  I think next week is going to be a pretty 
difficult golf course.  I think this week is also a difficult golf course, so it helps.  I'm not 
even going to think about next week.  I'm not going to think about this as a practice week 
for next week.  This week is a very important week, and I'm just going to focus on this 
week and I'm just going to do the best I can. 
 
Q   How important is that U.S. Open win for you personally?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I think just growing up as an American golfer, I think the one 
tournament you really just want to win is the U.S. Open.  I just dreamed of it so much 
growing up.  If I only won one golf tournament my entire career, I would choose that one.  
So it's just pretty amazing that it happened this year, still feels really surreal to me.  Yeah, 
it's just pretty cool. 
Q   You're experiencing more success this year than you've had.  What is it that 
kind of flipped that switch for you?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I've just been working on my game, Ledbetter and I, we've 
been talking a lot the last couple years.  I didn't play well, but I was working on it and just 
kept at it, you know, just didn't really change anything.  And Ledbetter kind of said, you 
know, sometimes change happens over a day, sometimes it happens over a couple years, 
and I was probably on the couple year path.  I didn't really change anything major for this 
year, just kept working on what I was working on and that's what I want to do, I just want 
to keep getting better a little bit, a little bit every day. 
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Q   Michelle, on that, the commentators in the U.S. Open were impressed press with 
your on course attitude particularly in that last round where you seemed relaxed, 
even joking with your caddie, I think, on 16.  Has your on course attitude evolved 
over the last year too in terms of being more relaxed in the heat of competition? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I think that kind of comes with maturity, I think, and kind of 
experience.  It's just you have to really realize it's just a game in the end.  Just because 
you miss a putt doesn't mean you're going to die or your life is going to end.  So kind of 
taking on the mentality where it's a challenge, and you kind of have to really enjoy it.  I 
think it really helps that my caddie is a really good friend of mine, so we go out there, we 
do not talk about golf at all.  We just talk about other stuff.  Yeah, and he really helped me 
to keep me calm on the last day, but my caddie, it doesn't matter if I make an eagle or 
double bogey or triple bogey, it just doesn't phase him.  He's the same either way.  So I 
just kind of played. 
 
Q   You made a lot of media stops after the win in the U.S. Open, lots after attention.  
How has your life changed since then? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I get recognized a lot more, which is crazy, but it is a lot of fun.  It was 
really cool that I kind of got to kind of bask in it for a little bit, but still it's super surreal.  I 
kind of want to go back to just concentrating on my golf for a little bit and just keep trying 
to improve a little bit here and there.  But, yeah, I just want to keep enjoying the game and 
keep having fun, you know.  Just that one tournament doesn't change anything for me.  I 
feel extremely lucky.  The trophy arrived at my house and it's really cool to walk past it 
every day but, yeah, it makes me kind of hungry for more, makes me kind of want to do it 
again and again.  So just going to go have fun. 
 
Q   You're fairly active in social media.  Coming into a tournament week seeing how 
a lot of the players use Twitter and Facebook to interact with their fans and each 
other a lot, how much of a role does that play in your daily week on your phone? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I think that just being a 20-something female, I think we all just love 
social media.  I love taking pictures and I like interacting with my fans.  I think it just, it's a 
cool way for me to interact with people just straight on, not through media, not through the 
eyes of a reporter, but just from me.  So I think it's a really cool opportunity just for me to 
get my thoughts out and everything.  But, yeah, it's definitely -- social media is definitely 
changing the world.  We talked about it at Stanford in my classes.  I'm a communication 
major, so it's just really interesting to see how it's changing how people interact with 
people in general, whether it's athlete to fan or athlete to athlete or people to people.  It's 
definitely changing the world. 
 
Q   Have you went to any meet-ups or anything like that from a fan or maybe 
another celebrity standpoint that you may not have wanted to? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Not yet, no.  I just think it's I try to kind of interact with my fans as much 
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as I can.  Yeah, but nothing like that, no. 
 
Q   Michelle, one person asked, what are those things on your legs, what are they 
for, what do they do for you? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I just had a slight knee injury in the beginning of the year, and this tape 
has been helping to heal, get the inflammation down and support it a little bit.  Trying to 
take some pieces off and hopefully I'll be tape free soon, but, yeah, it's definitely helping 
the recovery process. 
 
Q   You've been on the Tour for quite a long time but you're still one of the younger 
players.  There's a lot of young talent in the LPGA.  How exciting is that to be part of 
week in, week out, with a whole bunch of people the same age, same talent? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  It feels great.  I feel like our tour has so many awesome people out 
there.  As young as I am, I don't feel young anymore because there's so many younger 
players out there.  But I think it's just great to see because they're the future of our tour, 
they're going to be here after we leave.  So it's great to see all the rookies out here and all 
the younger players.  But at the same time I just think that we all have really great 
chemistry out here.  We all get along and we all just want to keep growing our tour and it's 
pretty impressive that we've done in the last couple years with the LPGA staff and all the 
players.  We really work hard.  So it's a lot of fun to see. 
 
Q   Who do you follow on the PGA Tour, anybody you follow? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I don't really watch a lot of golf in general.  But after moving to Jupiter 
I've started to become friends with a couple of them, so I like to follow them and see how 
they play, but I don't really watch a whole bunch of golf when I don't play. 
 
Q   Michelle, I've been watching you play ever since you were a rookie.  The fact that 
you are having such a fantastic year I don't think is a surprise to anybody.  We 
knew it was coming.  The difference I see in you is just even walking around, you 
seem like a much happier person than you ever were before.  Is that a fair 
statement? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I don't know if that's fair or not.  I'm generally a pretty happy person.  I 
don't know, I just think I consciously try to be grateful for everything and just really look 
around and really try to enjoy everything.  I think just growing up you don't really get a 
chance to look around you and really be grateful for what you have.  I think when you're 
kind of in your teens through whatever, everything is like uhhh, my life, I hate everything.  I 
know I was like that.  But I think I may have a different view once I hit my 30s, but 20s I've 
really started to look around and really feel lucky that I get to do this for a living, you know, 
that I am outside, I'm healthy, I'm playing golf.  I get to do what I love to do every single 
day, so I definitely feel very grateful that I am in this situation, this position, and it's a lot of 
fun. 
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Q   Michelle, you said earlier you get recognized more since you won the U.S. Open.  
When people come out to this tournament this weekend, most of them are going to 
want to see you.  How do you handle that?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I love the fans.  I love when people come out and watch me play.  I 
think it's just great.  We had a lot of people out on the practice round.  I hope a lot of 
people come out this weekend and watch us play because it's a great golf course, weather 
looks like it's going to be good.  Hopefully I didn't just jinx it.  I hope a lot of people come 
out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else for Michelle? 
  
Q   Michelle, they talk about golfers owning their own swing. You're a case where 
you own your own putting style.  Can you talk about how that all developed and 
where you made the conscious decision to own this style because it was effective 
for you? 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I mean, I kind of did it a couple years ago.  I just didn't realize 
how it looked until I looked in a mirror when someone kind of was talking about it.  But I'm 
not out here in the business to look cool or try to be -- try to fit in or whatever.  I'm just 
going to do whatever it takes to make putts, and for me that's what feels comfortable so 
I'm just going to keep doing it until it doesn't feel comfortable.  It's not something that's set 
in cement, but right now it's feeling comfortable so I'm going to just keep going with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else?  All right.  Well, we appreciate your time, Michelle.  Best 
of luck this week. 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Thank you.   
 
 
 


