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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   STACY LEWIS  
Sunday, June 29, 2014 
 
 
MODERATOR:  All right, everybody, it is my pleasure to welcome in the 2014 

Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship winner, Stacy Lewis, into the interview 
room.   

 

Stacy, congratulations.  I've seen you win a lot and I don't think I've seen you as 
emotional after a win as I did just right in the clubhouse.  Talk about your emotions 

right now.  I know how big of a week this was for you.  Talk about clinching the win 
here in Arkansas.  

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, this place just means so much to me.  I say it all the 
time, I felt like if I go anywhere else to school, I don't think I end up where I am.  And 

I'm pretty fortunate I got around a lot of good people here and that's why I support this 
tournament and this area so much, just because I feel like I wouldn't be where I am 

without them.  So to win here, it's just crazy how far I've come, you know.  I guess it's 
been seven years since I won as an amateur.  Now to come to this point being No. 1 

in the world and having a bunch of wins on tour, it's pretty mind boggling when you 

think back all that's kind of changed over the last few years.  It's just really, really 
special to win here. 

 
MODERATOR:  We sat here on Wednesday and you coming in, you said this might 

be the most pressure you feel coming into a tournament rivaling majors.  Talk about 

how much this proves for your mental game?  We know you're going to go out, we 
know you're going to make shots, but to handle all the extra stuff this week, how 

proud are you of that to come in and be able to pull this off?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, actually every week is busy now, so the extra stuff doesn't 
really bother me quite as much anymore, but it's more the pressure of on the golf 

course playing because you can feel, the crowd just wants to go crazy when you 

make a putt and you can feel it.  It's like you're trying so, so hard to make putts and 
you don't want to make a mistake, so you're kind of on edge a little bit all day.   

 
You know, I played like that the first few days, I didn't play very good.  Even today I 

probably didn't have my best ball striking day but I found a way to get the ball in the 

hole.  To make the putts like I did those last, really the last four holes was pretty 
unreal.  The crowd, they were ready to go nuts, and when they did it was really cool. 

 
MODERATOR:  Open it up for questions for Stacy. 

 
Q.  Stacy, you've talked a lot about the pressure coming into this.  On 18 there 
was a little fist pump and it looked like a sigh of relief? 
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STACY LEWIS:  Yeah. 

 
Q.  I guess what emotion was more prevalent, and I guess now is it relief, 
excitement, what is it? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I think a little bit of 18 was relief that it was done because I 

was so stressed out all day and so on edge just wanting to pull every shot off.  But 
then it was just excitement to hear the crowd react the way they did and just the 

people just to go nuts.  I mean, that's why I play.  I play to get in the heat of the battle, 
to have that chance to win at the end.  That's why I play.  And I want to see where my 

game is at that point because that's the ultimate test, because if you can pull it off 
when the tournament's on the line, you know you're doing some good things just to 

pull off those shots.  The wedge shot was an in-between number, it was kind of a 

hard shot and to keep it up there on that back ledge.  So, one, to pull that shot off, 
and then to make the little downhill slider on top of it was pretty good really. 

 
Q.  Cristie had the putt on 18 to tie it.  Whenever she missed and you and 
Shauna kind of had that hug, what was that moment like and what did she say 
to you? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, I saw her afterwards and she gave me a hug right when I 
finished.  You know, Shauna's been there the whole way with me.  She beat me by 

about six months coming to Fayetteville.  She's a great friend, she was a great coach.  
She still is a great coach to me.  I mean, I'm always calling her with questions or 

advice on things.  It's why I had her at the U.S. Open last week, I wanted her to help 

with my short game.  So she's just somebody that really, she means a lot to me and 
just to have her there to celebrate with, just really to have all these people here that 

have supported me all along the way, I can't thank them enough. 
 

Q.  Stacy, two questions.  First, how did you maintain your composure after the 
three-putt on nine, and then frankly did you feel like you won the tournament 
playing the par-3s well? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I did.  Actually I didn't realize I had four putts on the par-3s today.  

The putt on nine, actually the first putt bounced horrendously and it bounced right up 
the hill.  I actually hit a good second putt, so I wasn't really too upset there.  Actually I 

shot 2-under on the front nine today, which was my best score on the front nine all 

week.  So I thought if I could shoot a couple under on the front, then I could make a 
move on the back nine because I don't know what it is on this golf course but the 

back nine just kind of suits me a little bit better.  So I kept telling myself just stay 
patient, stay patient.  And really I hit some good golf shots there coming in.  I gave 

myself a lot of chances at birdies.  Hit a great shot into 17.  It's not the easiest shot to 

hit with all those people there, so hitting a good shot there kind of gave me that 
confidence.  I think the more you're in the heat of the battle, the more you know how 

your body's going to react, how your nerves are.  I don't know how I do it.   
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On that putt on 18, Shauna and I worked on something last week, we were working 
on my putting and she said it to me a thousand times I think on the putting green on 

Saturday night and she said, Down the line, down the line.  So I don't know if you 
could see it but out loud -- Travis told he walked away, he said, Knock it in, and I said, 

Down the line, down the line.  So that's all I was telling myself over that putt was 

"down the line," just trying to hit a good putt.  If it goes in, great.  If not, we go play 
some more golf. 

 
Q.  How much have you had to maybe adjust your personality a little bit to this 
week each year in terms of being outgoing and with so much going on, how 
much of an adjustment has that been for you? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  It's been a huge adjustment.  I think coming out of school -- well, 
when I first came here to school I was extremely shy and so I think I've definitely 

grown out of that over the years.  But I don't know what it is.  I've just found that, you 
know, the more I interact with fans, it makes me more relaxed and enjoying it more is 

what I'm trying to do.  And I think that's what comes off of not being so stressed out all 

the time and just trying to take the scene in and be like, wow, this is awesome.  I think 
when you do that it relaxes you, so maybe that's a little bit.  But I think being outgoing 

and all that kind of stuff is definitely not me, but I think I'm getting there, I think I'm 
doing better. 

 
MODERATOR:  You had a phone conversation with your dad as soon as you knew 

you won, you called and said, Oh, they're putting me on speakerphone, they're going 

nuts.  Who was there with them and what did they all have to say to you? 
 

STACY LEWIS:  Well, we have a big family vacation that started on Saturday.  It's 
Saturday to Saturday, so I'm missing the first few days of it.  So it's my dad and his 

whole side of the family and my whole family, so there's about 20 people in a house.  

He put me on speakerphone and all I heard was screaming, so it was a pretty cool 
scene.  And my mom yelled, I can't believe we're not there.  I'm going there tomorrow, 

so we're going to have a good -- I told them to have a party for tomorrow, so we're 
going to have a good little celebration.   

 
MODERATOR:  Where are they? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
 

Q.  Stacy, as sort of a follow up to both these questions, just some time to rest 
a little bit and get yourself back in going over to the British Open? 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, I'm definitely going to take a few days off and kind of 
let the body relax a little bit, let the mind relax more than anything.  But definitely even 

though one day there's things I want to work on going into the British.  That's just me, 
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I don't know what it is, but I have a few things I want to work on going into the British 

and I'll do that later this week.  But it will be good to just get some family time and be 
able to unwind a little bit.  This week, it's definitely a little hectic and sometimes you 

just want to crawl in a hole and hide, so I'm excited to be able to do that a little bit 
next week.  

 

MODERATOR:  You've been playing so well on Sundays, you've just been closing 
out tournaments.  Talk about the last final four holes and managing the game plan.  

Coming in, did you and Travis have a game plan, have a thought process that said 
we know we have got to go out and attack, attack, attack?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  Not really, we didn't really talk about one really.  My whole game 

plan is just to try to hit the right shot at the right time.  That pin on 15, it really kind of 

called for a pitching wedge but you can't chance coming up short in that bunker, so 
you hit the little 9 up there and I gave myself a good putt at it and fortunate to make 

that.   
 

Then on 16 you've got to hit a great drive down there and then you've still got to hit a 

good second shot, so it's really kind of piecing it out shot by shot.  That's really what 
we did, we stayed in the moment, we did what was called for.   

 
I think it showed a lot of where I've come over the last few years of not going for 18.  I 

think a couple years ago I would have just taken 3-wood and try to rip it up there, but 
now I trust my game a little bit more, I trust my decision making and I know I can 

make birdie with a wedge in my hand.  So I think that's kind of, you know, from maybe 

three, four years ago, that's the difference. 
 

MODERATOR:  Did you watch the leaderboard at all coming in?  A lot of big names, 
and it was one of the more hotly contested kind of final stretches in a while.  Were 

you watching, did you really know where you were coming in?  

 
STACY LEWIS:  Not really.  Actually I didn't really know much.  I knew when I made 

the turn obviously I was a few behind.  Then coming down to 15 a fan actually yelled 
like, You're one behind, or something like that and I didn't know where I stood at that 

point. 
 

MODERATOR:  The assist. 

 
STACY LEWIS:  So I got an assist there.  But then I came off of 17, I saw that Lydia 

made birdie on 18, so I was glad that I had one more hole to play, I had a chance.  I 
knew if I could birdie 18 and get in the clubhouse that that would be a pretty good 

number.   

 
But these wins, they don't get easier.  You look at the names on that leaderboard, 

some great, great players.  Lydia I think shot 65 today, Cristie played well.  I mean, it 
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doesn't get any easier.  But it's also fun, it makes me work harder, it makes me want 

to be better and I think it's good for everybody. 
 

Q.  Stacy, your drives at No. 1 this week, correct me if I'm wrong, but it looked 
like you were playing left side the first day or two and then right side today.  
Are you that good?  Brandel Chamblee has said your swing is as good as 
anybody, men or women.  Is it the same golf swing?  Has your swing changed a 
little bit in the last couple years at all? 

 
STACY LEWIS:  I think it's just the golf swing's kind of gotten refined a little bit.  We 

never really made big changes but it's always just kind of tightening it up and making 
my misses go from here to here.  You want your misses to be close.  That's all we're 

really trying to do.  I hate that tee shot on one more than anything in the world, I really 

do.  I think it's because I've hit it so many times in college when we played here that I 
missed it so many times right that I just hate that tee shot.  So I was glad this year 

that it was into the wind and you could just step up there and rip driver.  But the golf 
swing, it's really never big changes, it's just slowly trying to get it better, get it 

something that I know how to work with it, I know how to fix it.  So even if I'm not 

hitting it great, I can find a way to get it in the hole. 
 

MODERATOR:  I have to ask the question, another week on the LPGA, another great 
win, another great storyline.  How big is this for another marquee win, another crazy 

finish?  
 

STACY LEWIS:  Ten wins for Americans this year? 

 
MODERATOR:  It's a lot, it's a lot.  You coming here to Arkansas with an event that's 

so player biased that everyone was just willing you to win and it happening kind of like 
a dream come true, do you have to like pinch yourself a couple times. 

 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, this win, it is a dream come true.  To win, just to do it in front 
of the fans that have been so supportive of me over the years.  They've been with me 

since I was here in school and just to see how it's grown over the years and how 
we've got more and more people coming out to this tournament and how the 

tournament's grown.  I mean, 17 being as big as it is.  And it's one of the favorite 
venues that all the girls love coming here to play.  I think we do a good job here of 

representing Arkansas.  At first all the girls are like, You're going to Arkansas, and 

then once they get here they love it.  We showed Arkansas off to the world pretty 
good today. 

 
MODERATOR:  Well, they made the I Love Stacy tee shirts, I think they might love 

you even more after this week.  Congratulations. 
 


