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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   MICHELLE WIE  
Thursday, June 26, 2014 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, everyone.  I would like to welcome U.S. Women's 

Open champion Michelle Wie into the interview room.   
 

Michelle, first off, congratulations.  It's been a wild week for you, hasn't it?  You just 

got off a huge publicity tour in New York, you visited the Today Show, Fox & Friends, 
Live with Kelly and Michael yesterday, CNN, the list goes on and on. 

 
What does all this attention mean to you?  

 

MICHELLE WIE:  It feels great.  I mean, it feels great, but I don't know how people in 
show business does it.  I was just so happy to get on a plane to Arkansas so I could 

just play some golf already.  It was a lot of fun, but I'm really happy to be here.  I feel 
extremely lucky. 

 
MODERATOR:  I was there with you and I saw the people as you walked down the 

street recognizing you.  Now more than ever you've become the face of the LPGA.   

 
What does that attention mean and does that feel pressure and do you feel proud 

about the fact that you're helping grow this game?  
 

MICHELLE WIE:  It didn't help that we were walking around with a trophy and I was 

wearing like five-inch heels in New York City, but it feels great.  Like I said many 
times yesterday, I just feel so proud to be part of a tour that we're rising.  I feel like we 

have a lot of pride in our tour and the direction that it's going.  It just feels great.  
Hopefully better things will happen, more great things, and I'm really excited for the 

future. 
 

MODERATOR:  Coming off that huge victory you had a chance to take this week off, 

but you're here.  People are excited.  At this tournament we have nine of the Top 10 
players.  What is it about this tournament that makes it so special?  

 
MICHELLE WIE:  I think the fans.  I mean, the fans really love to see us here.  They 

get rowdy, they get loud.  You know, I joked with Stacy, I tell her this is the one 

tournament I don't want to play with you just because it just gets so crazy.  But I saw 
the setup on 17 today, I'm really excited.  I saw the sign that it's going to be the 

loudest hole on tour, hopefully it will be like Waste Management.  I'm really excited.  
The crowds seem like they're really excited for us to be here.  I did have a choice to 

take this week off obviously, but I've always planned to play this week.  And like I 
said, New York was fun but I'm really excited to be here and play some golf this 

week. 
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MODERATOR:  And you brought Stacy up.  Stacy was so gracious in defeat at the 

U.S. Open and she said that she stood there on 18 just taking in the scene and she 
even called you the best golfer out there winning the best tournament of the year.  

What does that mean to you?  
 

MICHELLE WIE:  You know, I have so much respect for Stacy going out on Sunday 

and shooting 4-under par on that golf course.  I mean, she gave me a really good 
scare there.  But I think that's so great about us, we push each other.  We push each 

other to play harder, we work out together in the gym, and she always pushes me to 
work out harder.  I definitely look up to her and how she plays and how she handles 

herself.  Definitely I feel very proud that I took one away from her.  I thought it was so 
great that she hugged me outside the green and that just shows how great of a 

person she is. 

 
MODERATOR:  Have you been surprised at how positive the reaction is to you 

winning? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  I don't know, I haven't really read anything or heard anything.  I try 

to, as much as I can, try not to, you know, read anything or try to keep myself in a 
bubble as much as I can. 

 
MODERATOR:  And then several people have kind of predicted that you're going to 

be on the Danica Patrick level in terms of women's sports popularity.  Do you agree?  
Are they off base?  And is there anything that you feel has prepared you for this level 

of stardom? 

 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I think, you know, like I said, I feel so extremely lucky just to 

have a chance to make an impact, make a positive impact to hopefully leave the tour 
in a better place.  But I think obviously actions speak a lot louder than words.  This 

win was extremely motivating for me, it makes me want to go out there and work 

harder, and hopefully I just want to keep doing it again and again because winning 
was extremely fun. 

 
MODERATOR:  Let's open it up for questions.  If you have a question, please do wait 

for a microphone to be passed. 
 

Q.  Michelle, I guess about four years ago you've had success in this 
tournament, not so much the last three.  Where your game is right now, what's 
the goal this week?  Obviously to play well, but what's this course do to you 
and where your game is right now? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I mean, obviously I haven't played it much this week, I just 

played it today but it's a good golf course.  You have to place it in the right spot.  It's 
not a whole lot of drivers on this golf course.  It's a lot of place on the fairway, hit good 

wedge shots, make a lot of birdies kind of golf course.  So hopefully my caddie and I 
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made a pretty good plan out there this week and we'll stick with it and hopefully that's 

what will happen.  
 

Q.  With as crazy as the week has been, I'd like to talk to you about how nice is 
it to actually get on the course and see what you're facing this weekend? 

 

MICHELLE WIE:  It feels great.  It was a lot of fun, but it feels even better when I 
landed in Arkansas, like okay, I can just play golf again.  I'm really excited for 

tomorrow afternoon.  I'm more excited to sleep.  I'm kind of just like falling asleep in 
my chair, just chugging coffee.  It was fun to go out there, I had a great pro-am group 

today.  Going to practice a little bit and probably sleep all the way until my tee time 
tomorrow morning, I mean tomorrow afternoon. 

 

Q.  Michelle, three-shot lead with three to play I think Sunday, in kind of a spot 
of bother there after your drive.  Was there any thought to just how do I make 
five on this hole, or can you kind of learn from that situation making six, or was 
it okay the way it happened? 

 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I mean, I kind of -- as soon as I hit the bunker shot I was like, 
you dummy, you should have just laid up.  But I felt good, I felt good, grabbed for the 

hybrid, tried to hit a cut.  Yeah, there was a brief moment of panic there but I felt like 
in that situation I knew what I needed to do.  You know, obviously this could have 

happened or that could have happened, but I'm extremely proud of myself for 
blocking that out completely.  I just knew what I needed to do and if I didn't do it, I 

didn't do it.  So I was just trying to obviously make that bogey putt and then I missed.  

Tried to make that double bogey putt, and I knew what I had to do on 17.  I'm really 
proud of myself for not panicking too much. 

 
Q.  Michelle, Stacy Lewis said you're the biggest star on this tour and how cool 
it was you winning.  Do you better understand that, your position now at this 
age than maybe you did, you know, when you first came in and were maybe 
called the biggest star?  Do you better understand that tag that you now have? 

 
MICHELLE WIE:  I don't know, I think Stacy was a little bit too nice there.  I don't 

think I'm the biggest star.  I think that our tour has -- that's what so great about our 
tour is that we have a lot of big stars.  We have a lot of big names that carry our tour 

and are great role models for young girls.  We see girls from The First Tee and U.S. 

Junior Girls out every week and I'm extremely proud just because there's a lot of girls 
on our tour that are just such great role models, and I think Stacy being one of them.  

But yeah, I don't know if I'm the biggest star out there.  I just, you know, I just want to 
play good golf and try to be a good role model and have fun. 

 

Q.  Why did you originally start using the table top putting style? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  I kind of always wanted to be short and I felt like it kind of brought 
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me closest to the ground.  I just felt comfortable, and I didn't really notice how weird it 

looked until someone pointed me out and told me to look in the mirror. 
 

Q.  Do you have anything fun planned for the 17th hole, the loudest hole on the 
tour? 

 

MICHELLE WIE:  Hopefully, I mean, I feel like if you made a birdie there hopefully it 
will be great.  But I'm excited, I think that hopefully I'll have some stuff to give out to 

the fans.  I don't know what I brought, but I'll try to find something, maybe some balls 
or hats or something.  Yeah it's a great hole, I hope a lot of people show up and get 

rowdy. 
 

Q.  Michelle, when you came out so young, so much was expected.  Do you 
think had you won a major way back then that you would have been able to 
handle it to the level that you're experiencing now given that you've got some 
more maturity? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, it's always hard to handle the spotlight when you're young.  I 

think that obviously I grew up in the media, I grew up in the spotlight, and I had a lot 
of growing pains here and there.  But who knows what would have happened.  I think 

I have great family and friends and a good support group around me.  My agency 
would have guided me in somewhat of a good direction I hope.  I'm a big believer that 

everything happens for a reason and there's a reason why I didn't win it back then, 
there's a reason why I won it this year.  So yeah, I feel extremely grateful that it finally 

happened. 

 
Q.  Can you tell us about some of the congratulatory messages you got maybe 
Sunday night or Monday and were you surprised by any? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, the big surprise was this week actually.  I got congratulatory 

flowers, this huge flower vase from Adam Sandler, which is awesome.  I feel like 
that's the biggest prize in golf, getting flowers from Happy Gilmore.  Like you know 

you made it when that happens.   
 

But yeah, I mean, so many -- I mean I felt like an overwhelming feeling of support 
from everyone.  I got some, I got a text message from Barbara Nicklaus and 

Condoleezza Rice and my Nike family, from Phil Knight and Louise Suggs.   

 
Got a letter from Arnold Palmer, which I thought was really cute because he like 

writes me a letter and then his assistant like emails me the attachment because I 
don't think he knows how to use email.   

 

But yeah, I mean, just so many people, so many.  I think I got a really long text 
message from David Leadbetter.  Unfortunately he had to fly out on Sunday.  But it 

was great, just so much support from so many people and I feel extremely lucky. 
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Q.  Michelle, your parents have been with you every step of the way since you 
burst onto the scene and became extremely famous as just a 12-year-old, and 
you guys have been the most scrutinized team in LPGA history for all that time.   
 

Two things.  Was there a moment Sunday night or Monday that you kind of just 
took a step back -- I know you try not to read or see a lot of the criticism or 
scrutiny that has been a part of your career, but was there a moment where you 
just took a step back and felt a moment of vindication?  And, secondly, the 
emotions of the hug with your mother on 18 green?  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, I think that moment I'll remember for the rest of my life.  I 

mean, it just -- it just felt like it came a complete circle, full circle.  We kind of shared 

that moment when I won the Public Links when I was 13, she was there, we both 
were crying.  The same exact scene after I won the U.S. Open and it was just crazy 

how everything happens.  I can already feel my mom crying on 18 walking up to the 
green.  I knew how much she wanted this, how much my parents wanted this for me.  

It was an amazing feeling.   

 
When we got back, my parents were convinced that Lola was more excited to see us 

than normal because she could feel that I won.  I called BS on that, I think it was 
exactly the same.  It was a great moment for our whole family because I know how 

hard every single one of us has worked and my parents have sacrificed so much for 
me.  They devote so much of their time for me and they want the best for me, so it 

was a really truly special moment for all of us. 

 
Q.  Michelle, what's up with the crazy tape you wear on your legs and do you 
color coordinate it every day, do you hold the tape up and go, well, this doesn't 
match this hue, maybe I should go with white today, goes with anything.  Talk 
about the tape a little bit.  
 
MICHELLE WIE:  I just have this minor lingering nagging injury for quite a bit and I 

really feel the tape really helps it, just helps to keep the swelling down and just helps 
me to keep playing.  But also it looks cool, I think.  I kind of get really artsy with it with 

the design, you know.  Got the camo last week, got the blue this week, just fun.  
 

Q.  Had you ever met Adam Sandler or is that just completely random? 

 
MICHELLE WIE:  No, I actually, when I was 14 and I played in the Sony Open, we do 

the Pro Junior Challenge and I think I was like 14 or 15, I forgot what year, but he was 
my partner for the Pro Junior Challenge and it was awesome.  We played six holes 

together, and on the first hole he Happy Gilmored it.  So his caddie in the movie 

actually caddied for him that day and Rob Schneider was yelling inappropriate things 
all day.  So it was a pretty cool experience.  But yeah, I was pretty surprised, I was 

pretty -- it was pretty cool. 
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Q.  And what are your expectations now for this week considering everything 
that's happened? 

 
MICHELLE WIE:  I mean obviously it's my first tournament kind of coming here 

playing in the pro-am and go, but hopefully my past experiences here will help me but 

I just want to go out there and have fun.  I think I have kind of high expectations just 
because I did so well last week but I'm just going to take it back and just play the 

same way I played all year.  I think my goal is still to be really consistent, that's still 
my main goal for this year, and I just want to go out there and have fun and just play 

consistently out there, just place it in the right places and just go out there and try and 
make some birdies. 

 

Q.  Could you talk about your relationship with Meg Mallon? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Yeah, Meg's like my second mom.  She always guides me in the 
right direction, she gives me really good advice.  Meg and Beth are definitely 

someone that has been very special in my life all my life.  She's the one that told me, 

you know, that I can get into Stanford, I should go to Stanford, and definitely one of 
the biggest supporters and fans. 

 
Q.  You've been to Arkansas several times now.  Besides playing golf, what's 
your favorite thing about Arkansas? 
 

MICHELLE WIE:  Food.  The food here is phenomenal.  Definitely one of my favorite 

spots.  I always go to Doe's and a couple good rib places so it's a good eating week 
for me. 

 
Q.  Not sushi?  Ribs? 

 

MICHELLE WIE:  Oh, yeah, oh, yeah. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Michelle?  Well, thank you, Michelle. 
 
MICHELLE WIE:  Thank you.  
 


