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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   EMILY TUBERT  
Thursday, June 26, 2014 
 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, nothing like following up the 2014 U.S. Open 

champion, huh?  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, no pressure. 

 
MODERATOR:  I would like to introduce Emily Tubert, recent graduate of University 

of Arkansas, broadcast journalism degree.  First of all, congratulations.  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Thank you so much. 

 
MODERATOR:  Welcome back home and I think we have a little bit of an 

announcement.  I think people said, where is she, what is she doing, she's coming on 
Thursday, the day before the event?  You have a little announcement to tell.  Where 

have you been the past two weeks?  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Yes, so I'm excited to break the news here first.  The last two-plus 

weeks I was hanging out with the Golf Channel filming the next season of Big Break, 
so I will be a contestant on the next season of Big Break.  That's where I've been.  

We just wrapped yesterday, so I flew in this morning and I'm super excited to tee it up 
this week out here out in my backyard with all the Razorback fans where I called 

home for the past four years. 

 
MODERATOR:  I tried to get ahold of you to get you in the press room.  Then I heard 

a little birdie and the guy from the Golf Channel said, Well, she doesn't have her cell 
phone.  I was like, okay, this is going to be a little tough.  So let's talk about this 

experience.  I know you can't divulge too many details, but talk about the last two 
weeks and just how it's been in comparison to your past experiences in golf and then 

compared to playing in the Big Break.  

 
EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, it is unlike anything I have ever done in my entire life.  It was 

definitely one of the coolest things I've ever been a part of.  Such an incredible, 
incredible experience.  Everybody that I met, it's so different from normal golf.  The 

pressure is unlike anything I've ever experienced because you have one swing, one 

opportunity to hit a shot that could determine your fate on the show, whether you are 
safe and on to the next episode or whether you're off to elimination and potentially off 

the show for the season.  So incredible.   
 

There wasn't -- I thought doing a golf show, right?  You'll have time to practice and 
get ready.  You know, pretty normal as far as I'm going to spend some time putting 

and chipping.  There is no time for that.  You have 15, 20 minutes to warm up before 

your challenge.  You go, you're shooting all day.  But just such an incredible 
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experience, I feel have so blessed and so fortunate to have had the opportunity to 

participate in that. 
 

MODERATOR:  A little bit of a transition going from just hitting one shot for a 
challenge and then coming to try to put three days together here in Rogers.  Talk 

about the transition of that and having to try to put together 18 holes instead of just 

one 90-yard shot. 
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, I'm super excited.  I feel like after all of that the last couple 
weeks, it's going to be nice just to play golf.  That's what I'm comfortable doing, that's 

what I'm used to doing.  And they shoot the show with 12-plus cameras, sometimes 
with the Go-Pros there's as many as 14 cameras rolling as you're hitting this one shot 

that determines your fate, so the pressure in different situations and all of that I think 

really have prepared me hopefully for this week and for my first professional event, as 
a professional. 

 
MODERATOR:  We will open it up to questions. 

 

Q.  First off, where was the Big Break shot? 
 

EMILY TUBERT:  I can't say that. 
 

MODERATOR:  No more details. 
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Not yet.  I am allowed to say that it will be airing in the fall 

sometime, so keep your ears and eyes peeled for announcements of all that 
information. 

 
Q.  No problem.  My basis is Sebastian and how well he played last week.  A 
little different tours, but you've got a lot going for you.  His first pro tournament, 
he wins it.  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Did he really?  Congratulations. 
 

Q.  Web.com Tour last week.  It's kind of hard to beat that, but what 
expectation -- you've played here before.  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Um-hmm. 
 

Q.  You've made the cut.  What expectations do you have this week? 
 

EMILY TUBERT:  First of all, congratulations to Sebastian.  I'll have to send him a 

little text message.  I was in a bubble, they took our phones away the day we got 
there, so for two weeks I didn't have access to anything or anybody.  So 

congratulations to him.   
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For me this week, I just want to have fun, I want to enjoy it.  There's nothing like 
Northwest Arkansas and the fans and the community that's here and I think there isn't 

a better place for me to make my professional debut on the LPGA Tour.  So I have a 
former teammate and friend caddying for me this week, my parents are flying in.  

Everybody who I've met -- not everybody, but a lot of people who I've met in my time 

here are going to come out and watch.  And I'm playing in the group right in front of 
Stacy, who's a fellow Razorback, No. 1 in the world right now.  So I'm just going to try 

to enjoy every second and do the best that I can but really just try to soak it all in. 
 

Q.  Emily, how did the Big Break thing come about if you can talk about that?  
Did they come to you, do you go to them, how did that come about? 

 

EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, I think I'm allowed to talk about that, they didn't say I 
couldn't.  Kind of random, I woke up one morning over Christmas break, pulled up 

Facebook, was perusing the news feed, and somebody had posted on somebody 
else's wall, Golf Channel now accepting applications for Big Break.  And it's a show 

that I watched growing up because I just thought it was cool, and never in a million 

years thought I would ever participate in it, and saw that they were accepting 
applications.  I went and asked my mom.  Mom, what do you think about this?  I still 

have another semester at school.  You have to be professional to be on it.  She said, 
Well, they're not going to shoot anything for months, if you want to just fill out an 

application.  So I filled out an application.  A couple weeks later I received an email 
saying I selected for an audition.  Flew out to Orlando, auditioned for the producers, 

and then a few months later found out that I had been cast in the next season. 

 
Q.  First pro tournament but obviously you've played here before.  I think this 
week four out of the eight girls on last year's Arkansas team had a chance to 
play, whether it's the qualifier or whatever.  How beneficial do you think having 
this tournament so close to the campus is for the program?  
 
EMILY TUBERT:  I think it's incredible.  I mean, it's amazing that it is so close.  15, 20 

minutes from campus we have this LPGA event.  But even more so than the location, 
the fact that the tournament provides an opportunity to the team, that they make an 

effort and they really give us a chance, you know.  We had two in the Monday 
qualifier, we have two playing in the field.  Just the support that they give us.  Yes, we 

have an event in Northwest Arkansas but they don't have to be as generous as they 

are.  So thank you to everyone in the tournament that makes it possible for us, thank 
you for connecting with the U of A golfers and giving us an opportunity to tee it up 

with the best in the world. 
 

MODERATOR:  Talk a little bit of the role not only for this event being here but also 

Stacy coming back here, doing so much just in the community for this event, but also 
carrying the banner.  I met Stacy obviously after she graduated.  I don't see anybody 

on tour who loves their school more than Stacy.  I mean, she loves it here.  Talk 
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about how her influence on the program has elevated recruiting players, to elevate 

the entire program as a hole. 
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Stacy's impact on the program is tremendous.  I'm from Los 
Angeles.  Never in a million years thought I'd end up in Fayetteville, Arkansas.  Had a 

teammate who was a year older said, Emily, you have to come check it out.  I'm like, 

You're crazy, why?  I put it on the list because Emma said so and because Stacy 
Lewis graduated from here, and I said I'm just going to go look and was absolutely 

blown away by everything it has to offer.  And Stacy is so great.  For my first three 
years in college she would come out and watch one event every year.  She's our 

volunteer assistant coach.  She would pop in every once in a while and we would 
practice with her out at the Blessings.  When I qualified for the U.S. Open last 

summer, I played a practice round with her and she's just been very gracious with her 

time and her knowledge and her experience, just so helpful.  She's been through it.  
She's playing the highest level of professional golf and she loves the Razorbacks, 

and she sports that head cover and she calls the hogs.  And so to have an event 
here, to have her playing in this event and to have her doing so much for the 

community and the university, it's incredible, what a resource and how amazing that 

she does that for us.   
 

MODERATOR:  I know you said the past two weeks have been quite the whirlwind.  
Beginning of the summer you're going to try to get through this week.  What are the 

plans for the rest of the summer in terms of once you've turned pro and where the 
rest of the career is going?  

 

EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, so the last two and a half weeks have been a blur.  We're in 
time warp over there.  So I think once I finish up here I'm going to stay a couple days 

and hang out, and then I'll go back to Los Angeles where I'm based out of right now 
and just figure out what events I want to play this summer and just gear up for Q 

School, first stage in August. 

 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
EMILY TUBERT:  Megan Roberts is caddying for me this week. 

 
Q.  Having seen your dad go crazy watching you play several times, I wondered 
if he had any advice on how to Hollywood this thing up for the Big Break? 

 
EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah, for those of you who don't know, my dad is an actor.  But no, 

I didn't -- I think going into it I just wanted to be myself.  I just wanted to hit the best 
shots that I could.  As far as, you know, interviews and speaking and personality wise, 

I was just going to be me.  I'm excited for this to air.  It's going to be a while, it's going 

to be in the fall, but I'll be interested to see how it all turns out.  I think it's going to be 
a great season and so I hope that everybody tunes in. 
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MODERATOR:  Nice plug. 

 
EMILY TUBERT:  Yeah. 

 
MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  Junior reporters?  No?  Well, thank you so 

much for coming in and spending a little bit of time.  Good luck this week, enjoy 

yourself.  
 

EMILY TUBERT:  Thank you so much.   
 


