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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Rocco, thanks for joining us today.  You had a chance -- I don't 

know how many chances, if you played the course this week just today, just maybe 
talk about the course condition wise.  I know today was wet, but --  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's perfect, it's just wet.  Greens are excellent, fairways are 
excellent, rough's very good, very substantial.  It's nice.  It's I call it Open kind of 

rough.  You can get it out most of the time but sometimes it's tough to get it to the 
green, which is good.  That's what you want in a major, so.  And Fox Chapel is Fox 

Chapel, it's just good from start to finish.  There's nothing negative you could say 
about this place. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  We talked about this last year, but how special is it to come back 
here to play --  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, it's always good to be home.  I was with my mom and dad 

Monday in Greensburg with a bunch of my buddies yesterday.  We went over to 

Valley Brook.  I was at Laurel Monday practicing where I play when I'm home.  It's just 
always good to be here.  I don't come back enough.  I want to get back more often.  I 

love it. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  How's the game?  

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's good.  A lot of the off-course stuff, the kids are doing better.  

My youngest just graduated, Marco just graduated high school, which is his greatest 
accomplishment and my greatest accomplishment.  He struggled a little bit.  We got 

him through.  He got himself through.  But it was cool, it was good stuff.  So we did 
that.  What was that, two weeks ago, two weeks ago tomorrow actually.  I was in 

Seattle all week so yeah I'll be able to get back to playing again.  It's been a lot of 

off-course stuff but it's all getting better. 
 

Q.  First of all, how many compliments did you get on that hat today? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  They're all compliments.  If they're not, they'll be run out of town 

here.  Yeah, I wear it some.  See, I don't work for -- I work for Rocky Patel, I work for 
no one else, so I can do whatever I want with this, which I kept -- unless someone 

comes crazy, I'm keeping my own stuff.  So I do this, I do Trump, I do whatever.  
Laurel, I'll wear Laurel one day this week.  So wherever I am I kind of do the home 

thing there.  But Pittsburgh always, always obviously. 
 

Q.  When you're playing close to home, do you feel like a different confidence in 



tee-scripts.com 
   

2 

your game? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, you don't want to overdo it and try to do, how do you 

explain it -- you just want to go play, and if you start playing, good people might jump 
on board and be behind you a little bit.  I don't try to play harder or play better, I just 

try to play normal and that takes care of itself.  I've always loved playing at home.  

Every place I've lived, I've had a tournament -- I lived at TPC in Jacksonville for 18 
years, I loved playing the event at home.  Some guys don't like playing at home, 

there's too much going on.  I never care about that, but here it's cool, it's awesome. 
 

Q.  So there's no different level of comfort playing closer to home? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's still a hard golf course, so I'm not -- you're comfortable, but I 

know some people here, obviously there will be some people following around, old 
buddies and stuff.  But you still have to perform and it's just a matter of doing that.  It's 

always cool to perform well in your hometown for sure. 
 

Q.  Did you say you were at Valley Brook yesterday? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, with Dire, all the crazy psychos.    

 
Q.  Were the fairways soggy, gooey at all? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, no.  Today?  They're soaked here, they're absolutely 

soaked.    

 
Q.  Tell me a little bit about the rough.  Kenny Perry was saying it's thick.  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's substantial. 

 

Q.  Substantial enough that he said you're going to have to drive your golf ball? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You've got to drive it, but there's plenty of room to drive it here.  
Fairways are plenty big enough to drive it so there's a lot of room.  If you miss, you're 

going to pay.  It will cost you because it's -- it's not playing short.  Even though the 
yardage might say it's a short golf course.  It's not playing short.  This golf course, as I 

said, you have some shorter holes to play but in between some shorter holes there 

are some nasty ones and you've got to get through those, too.  
 

Q.  Why doesn't it play short? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  The par 3s are good.  4 and 8 are brutal par 4s; 9, depending on 

what's going on.  But it's so soft now, you hit a lot of longer shots, which I like, but you 
miss fairways on those holes you're done.  It's going to be good to make pars on 

those holes.  There's only two fives, one is reachable, the other one probably isn't for 
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the field, 18 as wet as it is.  If it gets a little drier and it gets downwind, yeah, but right 

now there's no chance. 
 

Q.  Rocco, last year at this time you were on your way for a Rookie of the Year 
type season. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Right. 
 

Q.  This year you're still looking for that first victory.  What's going on with 
that?  Is it just distractions --  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Off-course stuff, taking care of business basically.  Not financial 

business.  Well, that might be a little bit, too, but mostly just stuff off to the side.  Like 

making sure the boys are good, there's a lot of stuff going on with the boys, long 
story.  Just getting Marco through high school, just finishing him up two weeks ago.  

Huge.  It makes what I do, you know, what any of us do as far as when the kids are 
involved, nonexistent, doesn't matter.  But getting that done and getting him through 

the next -- his next part of his life, it was some work.  It was a lot of work.  But 

unbelievable watching him graduate and stuff like that.  The boys have been through 
it the last year and a half, so have I.  It's good. 

 
Q.  Does that mean sort of a burden maybe has been removed for the rest of the 
year? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Most definitely, yeah.  They're good, they're moving -- Roc's 

down in L.A.  Marco's on his way to go to school there.  Mico's up north in Seattle, 
he's going to do his own up there.  They're kind of -- you know, they're good, they're 

good.  It took a while but they're good.  A lot of -- it took a lot of -- it took a while and a 
lot of outside criticism and a lot of bullshit that I basically told them to shove it you 

know where and I did it my way and amazingly it worked just fine because I've done it 

all.  All of us have done it our own way and all of us have seemed to -- we're okay.  
Like I said, a lot of people -- there's been a lot of changes in my world over the last 

year, year-ish, year and a half and they're all for the good.  I got rid of the garbage, I 
tossed it all aside. 

 
Q.  What part of the actual golf game will benefit most now if you pay --  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Probably the whole thing.  I actually got to work Monday up at 
Laurel kind of without anything going on.  The kids are always like what's going on.  

But that's fine, that's what you're supposed to do.  But nothing weird happening.  
Jessica's been an absolute blessing.  I don't -- it's the greatest thing that's ever 

happened to me, really.  Jess marrying, we just got married in January.  But huge 

calming effect even though I'm still completely off the chain, but all that's starting to 
get better now.  Everyone looks -- well, just hold on, just wait a second, you'll see.  I'm 

not really concerned about it but you know what I mean, you've heard that story 
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probably a million times.  But you've got to get through the first part and then the golf 

part takes care of itself.  I'm not concerned about it. 
 

Q.  You mentioned how great it is for you to come back and play at home.  
What's your opinion on just the Pittsburgh area playing host to events like this. 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, I wish we had them all my life.  We had a couple at Laurel, 
the Pennsylvania Open, right?  Marconi, wasn't it?  You wouldn't know, you weren't 

out there.  It was Marconi on the PGA TOUR.  We've had a few Opens at that other 
place and then --  

 
DAVE SENKO:  84 Lumber. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  84 Lumber for a while.  It's always awesome.  We have so much 
good golf here.  I still feel like Fox Chapel, Allegheny are by far the top two golf 

courses in this city.  And Laurel obviously, it's not in this city but those are my three 
favorites.  They're in my Top 10 in the United States for me.  This one and Allegheny, 

like I said, in this part of town.  The Field Club is unbelievable right across the street.  

We have so many that no one's ever heard of.  Longvue up the road.  There's a 
million of them.  To be here -- unfortunately we're not going to be here next year.  It's 

very sad to me because I would like to have an event here all the time because we 
have so much good golf, so much good golf.  I just wish it was firm, it would be a lot 

harder. 
 

Q.  You talked about Laurel Valley, is that a hidden gem that a lot of people 
don't know about? 
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Laurel?  Yeah, Laurel is definitely a hidden gem.  Dick Wilson 
built it in 1959, Arnold was obviously in on the deal.  He's messed with for all those 

years.  It's amazing, it's amazing.  Most people don't know.  They've heard of it but it's 

an unbelievably cool logo so you see that all the time.  I see it in the airports all the 
time.  Yeah, definitely.  They redid it.  The practice facility's really good now so I love 

it.  But like I said, I don't get there but once or twice a year and I miss that.  We'll see 
if we can make that change a little bit here shortly. 

 
Q.  Do you have a lot of friends coming this weekend?  Did you get a big 
request for tickets? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Not really, not really.  People with their kids and everything 

going on, they've got more important things to do than watch me play and I 
understand that totally.  There will be a few but not millions of them, no.  Definitely 

some of my buddies will be down. 

 
Q.  Roc, I think you were asked about the comfort factor playing at home but do 
you feel pressure playing at home, you know, wanting to perform for your 
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friends or family? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  You kind of do but I don't.  You kind of do but you don't let it 

affect you.  It's definitely more -- it's more fun when you're around people that you 
know trying to show them you've been out here for 30 years for a reason, you know.  

It's hard to get lucky for 30 years.  You just want -- you basically just want to show off, 

show them how good you are.  Every week it's that way for us.  Maybe guys don't 
look at it as doing that, I always have.  You want to show people how good you are 

and how cool it is to be able to do what we do and make it look so easy as a tour; 
both tours, on the PGA TOUR and on this tour.  We just make it look so easy, it's silly.  

And it's so hard, so hard.  I love watching guys play.  I played with Hale last week for 
two days, Hale Irwin.  With the exception of lousy putting, I'll be happy to say that 

because if he was standing there I would say it because he's on me a lot, he's five, 

six, seven under par after two days.  He's 69 years old.  He still plays his ass off.  It's 
amazing what goes on out here.  It's amazing still to me after a year and a half or so, 

whatever it's been.  
 

Q.  (Inaudible). 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  They've got one guy coming, I send him money to come. 

 
Q.  Do you have a favorite Hale Irwin story? 

 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  He's just been really nice to me over the last -- I mean, he's 

never been -- I mean, I've known him but playing with him more and being around 

him more now the last two years, year and a half, you just appreciate those guys and 
what they've done and how competitive he still is.  He can still win here in certain 

places.  Like I said, last week he putted like an absolute dog for two days when I 
played with him and was 1-over par.    

 

DAVE SENKO:  Matched his age.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, playing awful he matched his age on Sunday.  He 
probably didn't even play that good on Sunday, he just plays good.  It's cool to see 

that.  You can't really see that competition, 65 year old major league baseball player, 
they just don't play the same where we can still compete.  But his story, just the way 

he is.  There's really no stories, it's just reactions or looks he'll give you, he'll give me.  

He busting my balls all the time because, you know, just stop talking, please.  Like I 
talked to him this morning.  I said, hey, nice playing on Sunday.  He said, yeah, it's 

because I didn't have you anymore, I didn't have to listen to your crap.  Stuff like that, 
I love that.  And he says it with a little knife and a smile and that to me is cool.  You 

get to hang out with those guys.   

 
My favorite thing that I've ever seen is the 1974 United States Open when he won at 

Winged Foot, the Massacre at Winged Foot.  I've read that book a million times and 
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I've got to talk to him about certain shots or certain putts that he made during that 

week and he remembers exactly.  I mean not that you would forget, but that's 40 
years ago.  Yeah, that putt on 17 was a little up -- of course you're going to remember 

that, that was the U.S. Open.  But talking to him about it, and how old was I, 12 at the 
time?  I was born in 1962, so I was 12 when he won that event.  So it's cool to be able 

to do that.  Those are great stories hearing it from their mouth and what they felt and 

what they did.  It was cool.  Doesn't get any better. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay, thanks Rocco.  
 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  You've got it.  Hopefully see you way more often this week.   
 


