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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LYDIA KO   
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, it's my pleasure to welcome in the Rolex Rankings World No. 3 

player in the world, Lydia Ko, into the interview room here at the Walmart Northwest 
Arkansas Championship.   

 

Lydia, thank you for coming in, first of all.  And coming off of a very, very exciting 
week at Pinehurst where you played fairly well.  Talk about that entire experience that 

week and how you're feeling coming into this week. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I mean, it was a pretty awesome week being back to back.  That 

doesn't happen often and it was the first time it's been done that.  I enjoyed that 
experience having to watch the men, and for us to kind of get back into it and 

concentrate and play well.  So, yeah, I really enjoyed it.  It was my best finish at a 
U.S. Open, so I'm pretty happy with that. 

 
MODERATOR:  Now, even before this tournament started last week everyone said 

Lydia Ko won the U.S. Women's Open.  You were Instagramming, you were all over 

social media.  You really took in that entire experience.  What did you learn from 
watching the guys last week?  I know a lot of people were taking notes.  What did you 

learn the most?  
 

LYDIA KO:  I kind of tried to see like where to go and where not to go.  Obviously it's 

harder because the men hit it much further than we do, but I guess the tees that 
made up for it.  I tried to see how the greens were going.  They were fast on Monday 

and Monday normally we would expect them to be quite good pace and kind of get 
faster, but it was fast all the way.  I was just enjoying the moment of being able to 

watch the PGA TOUR. 
 

MODERATOR:  Now, you played here last year as a nonmember, tied for fourth, 

great finish, a really good week from you.  What do you remember about this course, 
how does it suit your game and what are you looking forward to most this week?  

 
LYDIA KO:  I remember it being pretty hot.  I heard that the year before was really 

hot, so luckily I was kind of out of that one.  This week there's been some rain, so the 

course is playing I guess a little less firm than it was.  But I really enjoyed it.  It's a 
pretty golf course.  There are lots of birdie opportunities and some holes where par is 

a good score. 
 

Q.  Now we're just almost approaching halfway through the LPGA season in 
your rookie year.  One, can you believe it, has it gone so fast, and two, give 
yourself a grade so far this year.  You've had a win, you've had four more Top 
10s.  Talk about your year and how you grade yourself.  
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LYDIA KO:  It's gone way too fast.  My first one was Bahamas and that seems like so 
long ago and it's really been five months.  Maybe during the week it may feel slow as 

the week goes on but now it's already June and nearly the end of June.  It's been a 
pretty awesome year.  I've had a win already in San Francisco and that came faster 

than what I expected.  So yeah, I'm really happy with how things are going. 

 
MODERATOR:  Give us a grade, B plus, A, A minus.  C'mon.  

 
LYDIA KO:  I'm not good with grades. 

 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions for Lydia. 

 

Q.  Lydia, I know you kind of followed the same path or you are following the 
same path as someone like Michelle, a teen prodigy out here right in the middle 
of everything.  What does her win last week at Pinehurst mean to you?  Does it 
show you, hey, I've got the same pedigree she does?  What kind of example is 
she setting right now? 

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, people have been calling me things that she was called when she 

was, I guess a couple years ago and she's playing some awesome golf.  She has the 
last year or so.  I mean, people kind of, I think, had doubts maybe of Michelle, but 

she's proven herself that she's a major winner.  It kind of gives me more hope that I 
can become a player like her, a player as successful and as good as her. 

 

Q.  Lydia, coming off a major tournament, sometimes a golfer likes taking some 
time off or the tour takes a week or two off.  You are going right back into it.  Do 
you as a golfer like going right from a major tournament right to the next 
tournament, do you prefer that? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I don't really mind.  This is actually one of my favorite tournaments I 
played last year, so I'm super excited to come back.  I think playing pretty good golf 

last week definitely helps to make the transition much easier, especially after playing 
the Pinehurst greens.  The greens here seem a little easier than what we were hitting 

into last week. 
 

Q.  What's the biggest lesson I guess you've learned a year into it?  What's the 
one thing you can say you've taken away from your first kind of full year away, 
the biggest lesson you learned about yourself and the experience? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I think it's just not overdoing anything.  I think playing your schedule to 

not be tired and golf is a sport where you can play for many, many years, so it's kind 

of what you're doing for the long run.  That's why I've been trying to take some 
tournaments off so that I can have some rest.  You know, sometimes after a 

(inaudible) week stretch you might be tired and that's when you might be wanting two 
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weeks off.  We've been trying to manage the schedule, I guess, kind of help me be 

less tired.  It would be awesome to play all events, but then you don't want to overdo 
it. 

 
MODERATOR:  Last week you had Fluff on the back.  I know that got a lot of 

attention, recognition.  You said, I think he may be more famous than me signing 

autographs out there.  What did you learn from him and having such a veteran caddie 
on the bag last week are, and where are you in the process of finding a permanent 

caddie?  
 

LYDIA KO:  Fluff is obviously a very experienced guy and he was super nice, too.  I 
definitely agree, he is much more popular than me.  Everybody knows him.  He's 

done commercials and all that.  It was really cool to kind of have somebody who 

knows the course really well coming off from the men's the week before and just 
knows like what to say and what to do.  He was pretty awesome.  I mean, that's why I 

guess Jim Furyk and Fluff have been working together for a long time. 
 

MODERATOR:  What about the past couple of weeks, your last win was in April, 

you've had very good finishes, having three top 15s, two in the Top 5.  How do you 
feel about your game and how things are coming together? 

 
LYDIA KO:  I just need to stay patient, just I guess be confident at the same time.  

And I played good here last year, so to me it's really good coming back to a course 
where I've played good at before.  Yeah, you know, sometimes I'm not going to play 

as good golf as I wanted to, but that's why you need patience so that at the end of the 

day hopefully you can be holding a trophy. 
 

MODERATOR:  How much of a load is it off of your shoulders coming into a course 
that you've played, something like this week where you know the ins and outs just a 

little more, less preparation?  Does it take a little bit of pressure off of you?  

 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I guess I don't need to spend as much time on the course as I 

would a whole new course.  I don't know many of the courses out here so I feel lucky 
that I have played this one.  Yeah, it's a little less pressure on me so that I don't need 

to push myself to kind of get all the work done before Friday. 
 

Q.  People were excited Stacy Lewis is No. 1.  It's something that 
mathematically you've had a chance to get to.  Is that something you're pretty 
patient with or is that something you would like to nab at 17 or 18 or as soon as 
you can? 
 

LYDIA KO:  Hopefully that time will come for me hopefully because that's always 

been one of my big dreams and big goals.  Stacy is playing pretty awesome.  She 
came in second last week and then Top 10 the week before.  She's playing pretty 

consistently good, which is I think what everybody would want to have.  And like I 
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said, when that time comes I'll be grateful to have it, but I don't want to rush into 

things and just play a tournament at a time. 
 

Q.  You mentioned that this stop last year is one of your favorite stops on tour.  
Can you talk about why you were looking to coming back to Northwest 
Arkansas?    
 
LYDIA KO:  I just really like the area.  The course itself is really pretty with all the 

really nice houses and all that.  Yeah, I just remember having lots of fun.  I guess 
when you're playing good you have a lot of fun, but I just really enjoyed it.  That's why 

I was excited to come back. 
 

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  Well, great job so far this year and good luck 

this week. 
 

LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 


