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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   INBEE PARK  
Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
 
 
MODERATOR:  All right, it is now my pleasure to welcome in Rolex Rankings No. 2 

and defending champ this week, Inbee Park.   
 

Inbee, welcome back to Arkansas.  It's your fourth time this year coming into an event 

as the defending champion.  Are you getting used to it by now?  Is it any different 
coming in as a defending champ?  

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, this is I think it was my fourth time coming in as defending 

champion.  The more time I experience it I get more used to it.  Obviously this week's 

just one of my favorite weeks.  And the golf course, you know, I seem like I play really 
well on this golf course every year I come.  That obviously was the best last year.  It 

reminds me of very good memories when I come here.  Yeah, I just love to be being 
here and playing here. 

 
MODERATOR:  Talk about the year so far.  You've had some ups and downs.  You 

were struggling with your putting, you came back, had a win at Manulife and you were 

putting amazing.  Last week a little bit of a falter.  Talk about the ups and downs of 
this year and how your outlook has been in 2014. 

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I struggled a little bit with my putting earlier in the year, and 

obviously three weeks ago in Canada I played really well and putted really well and 

got my confidence, a lot of it back three weeks ago.  But I took a week off and played 
the Open.  I feel like I put good strokes on the ball but it just didn't go in last week, 

seems like the hole didn't like it.  But I definitely feel like I was putting a better stroke, 
that's for sure.  A little bit different to earlier in the year where the ball was offline right 

away.   
 

So yeah, it was just a little bit of bad luck and obviously the golf course was playing 

really firm and hard.  It's always tough for me when golf courses is playing firm and 
hard with my low ball striking and less spin.  So this week seems like we're getting 

enough rain to hold the ball very softly.  And yeah, this golf course always suited my 
game, so yeah, looking forward to it. 

 

MODERATOR:  You look forward to that.  Talk about you said good memories here 
obviously winning last year, but it was in between your second and third major win.  

How big was that win here to kind of catapult you or get that momentum going into 
the U.S. Women's Open to get your third major win, how huge was that?  

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean because this week was before the Open last year and I 

remember playing this week and with huge confidence next week going into U.S. 

Open with huge confidence.  I think this week really helped me a lot to go into the 
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U.S. Open.  It was exactly same as this year.  This year I won the week before U.S. 

Open and last year I did it and then I won the U.S. Open but this year didn't happen, 
last week didn't happen.  So hopefully this week is going to be another one.  I'm going 

back home to Korea after this week, so also looking forward to that, so yeah, some 
good stuff coming around. 

 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Any special plans for your week off or not looking past that 
that far? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I'm just going to be there like three, four days, so it's not long.  Really 

looking forward to get to see my dog and get to see my family.  Yeah, I haven't seen 
them for a while. 

 

MODERATOR:  It's always a highlight, good.  Questions for Inbee, please use the 
microphone. 

 
Q.  Inbee, difference between this year and last year you've touched on.  Can 
you attribute the difference in your playing to one particular thing?  What I'm 
getting at, the Americans have really played well this year, they've won both 
majors.  Is it a matter of your game, their game, anything in particular? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I think this year definitely the American players definitely stepped up 

the game and they're definitely playing better golf than they did last year, that's for 
sure.   

 

I feel like, I mean, I'm not putting as good as last year, that's for sure.  But every other 
part, I think going into the greens, like tee to the green is probably better than last 

year, but around the greens and on the greens I'm probably losing like a shot or two 
per round.  I think that's really bringing my scoring average higher than last year.  But 

just waiting for the putter to work again.  Once I get a couple weeks with a good 

putter, then I'll get my confidence back and get my feel back.  Seems like it's working 
for one week and then it's off again.  It's hard to find the good rhythm. 

 
Q.  Does the crowd reaction to Stacy Lewis kind of make this tournament 
different and is that a distraction at all?  Do players kind of get a kick out of 
how that works? 

 

INBEE PARK:  It's not a distraction for sure.  I know she went to college around here 
and she has a good, you know, a lot of fans around here.  It's always good to have a 

good attraction of fans around.  I mean, No. 17 on this golf course is great.  I think 
every year we come it gets bigger and bigger and the crowd gets excited, we get 

excited.  So yeah, it's good to have something like that, that's very special. 

 
Q.  Inbee, basically to follow up on a while ago, the difference between last 
year, this year.  You went from No. 1 to No. 2, now you're chasing Stacy.  Does 
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it have a different feel for you now or are you feeling like it is a chase?  Do you 
feel like your game is where it needs to be to get back to No. 1?  Can you just 
explain the differences between 1 and 2? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I mean, I played really, really good last year earlier in the year that 

nobody could catch me last year, especially beginning of the year.  Stacy's playing 

great golf this season and, yeah, we swapped places but I feel like just my putting is 
off.  Everything else is, I'm playing the same game, trying to have the same mental 

game and same everything, but just yeah, putting means a lot so that's only thing I'm 
really trying to work on and trying to get to the right place. 

 
Q.  And speaking of putting, you've been a phenomenal putter, now you're like 
semi-remarkable.  So when you try to find where it was, is it more analytical?  
How do you work on improving your putting?  
 

INBEE PARK:  I was never a technical player, I was really relying on my feelings and 
not to get too much technical.  That's what I was trying to do.  But obviously when 

you're not putting as well you've got to look at everything, alignment, the rhythm, the 

technical part of it.  Yeah, I'm just trying to go over everything and trying to find the 
right stroke for me. 

 
MODERATOR:  I asked Stacy when she was in earlier, she didn't give me any 

leeway of what she was going to be throwing out at the 17th hole.  Do you have a 
lineup of what you're going to be throwing out?  I know a lot of people just do some 

balls.  Do you have anything special lined up? 

 
INBEE PARK:  I just did balls last year but I didn't really think about it this year.  If I 

come up with something better, then I'll probably throw something better, but if I can't 
think of anything else.  I mean, my ball is I think special because I have a logo on my 

ball, so yeah, I think people might like that. 

 
MODERATOR:  So it's unique.   

 
INBEE PARK:  Yeah.  It's not just Srixon.    

 
MODERATOR:  It's the Inbee ball. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah. 
 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Any other questions for Inbee?  Well, thank you for coming 
in, good luck this week. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Thanks. 
 


