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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KIRK TRIPLETT 
Saturday, June 21, 2014 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Kirk, thanks for joining us.  Followed your 67 

today with another 5-under and right now you're our leader at 10-under.  Maybe just 
take a look back at your day, looks like five birdies and no bogeys. 

 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, hit a lot of fairways, a lot of greens.  I think if you drive the 
ball well on this golf course, things set up for you if you're not fighting chipping it 

under the tree limbs and stuff and that's not easy to do, it's not a given.  For me, I 
don't feel like I'm hitting it great but my misses have all been in good spots.  I had a 

couple of nice saves and had a couple of nice putts and really seemed like kind of a 

boring round.  But boring just the way you like it, a good boring.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Your birdies, start at No. 1. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  We started on No. 10. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  That's right. 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  So it was No. 11, I hit a sand wedge about 15 feet and made a 

birdie. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 14? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  14, that's the short par four.  Yeah, I hit a pitching wedge about 

10 feet, made a birdie. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And then No. 1. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  No. 1, I hit a 7-iron about eight feet.  No. 3, I played a lob wedge 

from about 50 yards, got it about 15 feet behind the hole, made that. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And then No. 5. 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  No. 5, I drove it in the trees, had to punch out under the limb that 

guards the right side of the fairway.  I got it to the front edge about a yard short and 
chipped in with a sand wedge.  The pin was right in the front. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  How far did you say?  

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I would say, the pin was on nine, I was off one, so 30 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And you said saves? 
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, I made a nice save on 18, drove it like one step into the left 
rough and the ball came up a little bit short and rolled back and chipped it up to a foot.  

And then No. 6, I spun it off the front of the green with a wedge and played a nice 
pitch to two feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Questions? 
 

Q.  Birdies on 5 and 11 again.  Do you feel like you're figuring out this course 
and taking some more risks going forward now? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I don't think you want to -- yeah, that's the game out here, 

there are plenty of birdie chances.  If you hit a good shot on most of the holes, you're 

going to have a chance to make a birdie.  So I think what happens sometimes to 
guys, and I found myself doing this here last year, is you take some chances and you 

try to get at pins that you shouldn't get at instead of just waiting.  Once you get under 
par, when you're even par and you're scuffling a little bit and you're trying to catch up, 

that's what you do.  When you get it to 5, 6, 7, 8-under or 3 or 4-under for the day, 

you all of a sudden become a genius and play the ball to 20 feet when it doesn't fit 
and attack when it does fit.  I think that's sort of the key to the course.  But everybody 

coming in knows that the weather's decent and the greens are not going to firm up.  
It's going to take 15-under to win the golf tournament so you just have to keep 

chipping away at it. 
 

Q.  Are you the type of guy who keeps an eye on the scoreboard all day or 
leader board all day or do you just try to avoid that?  
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  No, I know what it's going to take.  I know I'll be near the end 
tomorrow.  I definitely always have kind of an idea of where I stand.  I'm not one of 

those guys that might show up in the middle of 18 fairway going, Am I three ahead or 

am I two behind, what am I at?  So I see the scoreboards, I take in the score, I know 
what it is.  I don't sit there and calculate, but I see the numbers and I know what they 

are. 
 

Q.  I understand you're going to be a Northwestern parent? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, how about that? 

 
Q.  That's coming a long way.  What went into that? 

 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, what went into it was my son Sam's good school work and 

good golf.  It had nothing to do with me. 

 
Q.  That's a long way. 
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  Right, but Northwestern, if you guys live here you might consider it 

a regional university but it has a national reputation as an excellent school.  It also 
has an excellent golf program and a coach that has a reputation for developing his 

players.  When they were interested in Sam, I was very excited about that.  I think 
that's a very good fit for him.  He looked at a lot of schools all across the country and 

this was always one of them. 

 
Q.  Seems like you have the perfect attitude on how to play this course and on 
this Tour, just wait for your chances and go get them when you can.  Was that 
easy to come by for you?  
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, you're talking to me this week.  Come talk to me next week, 

or last week or at Atlanta.  To me, that's the battle on this tour is there isn't the same 

physical level to it that there is on the regular tour.  On the regular tour you've got to 
be full throttle, and everything's got to be going pretty good for you.  To me, out here 

if you play your own game, pay attention to it, minimize some mistakes and make 
some putts, you're going to have a chance at some point on Sunday or Saturday 

where you feel like, hey, you know what, if I get going good I can have a chance to 

win this tournament.  There are some weeks where guys take off and hide at 
20-under plus and that's a little bit more difficult to get that feeling.  But for me coming 

out, this is my third year playing, I just feel like if I do the things, if I do my golf well, 
I'm going to have a chance to be in the mix at the end.  I may not win them all but I've 

won a couple of them, so I sort of feel like I have enough physical ability to compete 
on this tour.  The last four, five years on the regular tour I didn't feel that way. 

 

Q.  Just in general, I mean, the conditions today for you, was today very 
comparable to yesterday for playing?  I mean, you went out earlier, would that 
make a difference today? 
 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I think the conditions are going to be similar to what they 

were yesterday.  We had that kind of overcast, damp, the ball wasn't going very far in 
the morning, but we're used to making those kind of adjustments.  It's probably half a 

club to a club difference between the morning and afternoon, but that's very typical of 
the conditions that we play in.  It's atypical on the Champions Tour in that we don't 

usually have a 7:00 tee time.  We very often play 11:00 to 1:00 split tees, but with 
amateurs we have more groups so we play two waves.  So this is more like the old 

days playing the regular tour with two waves and an early tee time. 

 
Q.  Just going off that, do you like being out there so early?    
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I get up 6:00 in the morning every day, I'm ready to go, so that 

7:30 tee time doesn't bother me. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Kirk.   
 


